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Lesbian  protester  arrested 

Alternative  State  of  the  State  Assails  Duke 


Protesters  picket  outside  as  Dukakis  gives  his  version  of  the  State  of  the 
State  inside. 


Lesbian  collective  makes  herstory 

Saints’  Club  to  Open 


The  Saints  Collective:  (1. front)  Merry  Moscato,  (r. front)  Sandy 
Monroe,  (l.back)  Sandy  Goings,  (r.back)  Donna  Boucher. 


No.  26)  Thirteen  people  were  ar¬ 
rested  at  that  demonstration. 
Hirschkop  was  taken  downstairs 
and  charged  with  a  felony:  assault 
and  battery  of  a  police  officer. 

Amazingly  enough,  this  caused 
very  little  commotion  in  the  recep¬ 
tion  hall,  and  people  standing  15 
feet  away  from  the  incident  were 
not  aware  that  anything  out  of  the 
ordinary  had  happened. 

The  room  to  which  Hirschkop 
was  taken  had  police  pictures  on 
the  wall  of  people  arrested  at  the 
aforementioned  GLDC  action,  as 
well  as  group  pictures  taken  of 
other  protesters  at  the  action.  On 
the  door  was  a  sticker  observed  by 
gay  activist  Jim  Voltz  that  read 
“drag  the  fags.” 

The  set-up  of  this  room  by  the 
police,  a  space  traditionally  used 
for  press  conferences,  was  only 
one  suspicious  factor  surrounding 
the  arrest.  In  addition,  Hirschkop 
was  guarded  by  approximately 
twenty  police  officers,  leading 
many  activists  to  speculate  that 
the  Capitol  Police  were  looking 
for  a  scapegoat  to  scare  away  the 
Continued  on  page  3 


leave  quietly,  and  the  use  of  the 
building  around  certain  holidays 
for  events  such  as  dinners  for 
neighboring  elderly  people. 

Not  all  residents  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  believe  that  these 
remedies  are  adequate.  “In  order 
to  soundproof  sufficiently,  you 
need  lots  of  money,”  Nancy 
Walker,  a  lesbian  neighbor  to  the 
club,  told  GCN.  “I  don’t  see  that 
they  have  that  kind  of  money.” 

The  Saints  have  also  had  to  con¬ 
tend  with  blatant  homophobia 
from  some  neighbors.  At  the  first 
neighborhood  meeting,  state¬ 
ments  were  made  such  as,  “I’m 
not  going  to  live  with  gays  in  the 
neighborhood,”  and  “I  don’t 
want  the  stink  of  a  gay  bar  in  my 
neighborhood.” 

“You  don’t  talk  to  a 


By  Kim  Westheimer 
BOSTON  —  Protesters,  angry 
about  Governor  Dukakis’  disdain 
for  lesbians,  gay  men,  foster 
children,  mothers  receiving  Aid  to 
Families  with  Dependent  Children 
(AFDC),  people  in  prison  and 
leftists  in  Central  America,  were 
met  by  extreme  cold  outside  as 
well  as  inside  the  State  House  at  a 


Foster  policy  protester. 


demonstration  on  the  evening  of 
Dukakis’  State  of  the  State  ad¬ 
dress. 

The  demonstration,  which  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee 
(GLDC)  organizers  called  “The 
Alternative  State  of  the  State,” 
was  planned  to  oppose  Dukakis’ 
perception  that  all  is  Well  in  the 
Commonwealth.  In  doing  so,  par¬ 
ticipants  emphasized  that  disen¬ 
franchised  groups  within 
Massachusetts  have  much  in  com¬ 
mon. 

While  approximately  250 
demonstrators  picketed  and 


screamed  chants  outside  the  State 
House,  some  members  of  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  went  in¬ 
side,  trying  once  again  to  force 
Dukakis  to  publicly  address  his 
homophobic  foster  care  policy. 

Well  aware  that  protesters  were 
intent  on  confronting  Dukakis, 
the  administration  made  sure  no 
one  from  GLDC  entered  the 
gallery  where  the  Governor  was 
speaking.  Reporters  from  the  gay 
press,  including  GCN,  were  also 
barred  from  the  gallery. 

Approximately  twenty  lesbians 
and  gay  men  who  were  protesting 
the  foster  care  policy  and  had  of¬ 
ficial  invitations  were  allowed  to 
attend  a  reception  held  after 
Dukakis’  speech.  People  who  ar¬ 
rived  early  were  privy  to  a 
simultaneous  broadcast  of  the 
State  of  the  State  on  a  medium¬ 
sized  television. 

When  Dukakis  appeared  to 
greet  his  constituents  in  the  recep¬ 
tion  hall,  it  was  obvious  he  only 
wanted  to  speak  to  supporters. 
Lesbian  activist  Linda  Woods 
reported  that  when  she  asked  him, 
“What  about  the  children?”  he 
said,  “Get  out  of  the  way.  I  want 
to  see  my  friends.” 

In  order  to  help  Dukakis  weed 
out  the  protesters,  approximately 
ten  Capitol  Police  formed  a  mov¬ 
ing  barrier  between  the  Governor 
and  the  crowd.  If  any  “undesir¬ 
ables”  got  too  near  this  fortress, 
they  were  forcefully  pushed  out  of 
the  way,  sometimes  even  down 
stairs.  Dukakis,  ever  the  politi¬ 
cian,  managed  to  keep  a  smile 


plastered  on  his  face  no  matter 
what  happened  around  him. 

It  is  unclear  whether  the  Capitol 
Police  had  Dukakis’  approval 
when  they  arrested  Lisa  “Her- 
shey”  Hirschkop,  but  as  GCN 
goes  to  press,  he  has  made  no  at¬ 
tempt  to  protest  this  apparent 
abuse  by  his  own  staff.  According 
to  bystanders  who  witnessed  the 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON — The  Saints’  Collec¬ 
tive,  four  lesbians  who  have 
recently  realized  their  six-year 
dream  of  purchasing  a  building  to 
house  a  women’s  health  club  and 
social  club,  is  now  awaiting  a  li¬ 
quor  license  hearing  to  determine 
whether  they  will  be  allowed  to 
serve  alcohol.  Controversy  sur¬ 
rounds  the  hearing  due  to  an  out¬ 
cry  of  strong  support  and  strong 
opposition  to  the  club’s  location, 
a  residential  neighborhood  in 
Jamaica  Plain. 

From  1972  until  September  of 
1980,  the  Saints  managed  a 
popular  lesbian  bar  in  downtown 
Boston.  Men  were  not  excluded 
from  the  bar,  but  generally  chose 
not  to  frequent  it.  A  disagreement 
between  the  collective  and  the 
owner,  Anthony  Filippone,  caus¬ 
ed  the  women  to  resign  as 
managers. 

Since  1980,  the  Saints  have  been 
doing  extensive  fundraising  with 
tremendous  support  from  the  les¬ 
bian  community  in  order  to  buy 
their  own  building  where  they 
could  control  the  space. 

Women  who  frequented  the  old 
Saints  club  are  virtually  unani¬ 
mous  in  its  praise.  “To  me  it 
wasn’t  a  bar,  it  was  a  social  club,” 
Catherine  Lohr  told  GCN.  “It 
was  a  friendly  working  class  en¬ 
vironment  where  I  could  meet  my 
friends.  I  liked  that  the  disc  jockey 
played  a  lot  of  women’s  music, 
something  you  don’t  find  in  other 
bars.” 

The  Saints’  new  venture  is  also 
unique  because  most  lesbian  bars 
in  the  United  States  are  owned  by 
straight  white  men  who  don’t  give 
anything  back  to  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity. 

“The  Saints’  collective  [Doilna 
Boucher,  Sandy  Goings,  Sandy 
Monroe,  and  Merry  Moscato)  is  a 
working  class,  multi-racial  group. 
We’re  making  herstory  here,” 
Moscato  told  GCN.  “We  had  no 
money  and  we  were  out  on  the 
street.  Because  the  community 


arrest,  a  policeman  elbowed 
Hirschkop  out  of  the  Governor’s 
range  while  telling  her  to  “stop 
shoving.”  She  said,  “I  didn’t,” 
and  consequently  was  dragged  out 
of  the  room  by  her  feet,  face  up, 
by  two  officers,  one  of  whom  had 
arrested  her  at  a  GLDC  sit-in  out¬ 
side  the  Governor’s  office  on 
January  2.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13, 


supported  us  we  could  hang  in 
there  and  we  raised  60,000 
dollars.” 

Now  that  the  building  is  pur¬ 
chased,  the  Saints  are  again  break¬ 
ing  new  ground  in  their  attempt  to 
assure  the  community  that  their 
club  will  not  be  a  nuisance  to  the 
neighborhood.  They  have  set  up 
five  community  meetings  with 
residents  near  the  bar  location. 

The  collective  is  pleased  that 
they’ve  been  able  to  foster  dis¬ 
cussion  among  the  more  than  two 
hundred  residents  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  who  have  attended  one  or 
more  of  the  meetings.  At  most  of 
the  meetings  an  average  of  half 
the  participants  have  been  worried 
about  the  Saints  moving  into  the 
neighborhood.  The  other  half 
have  been  actively  supportive. 


The  Saints  acknowledge  that 
many  residents  have  valid  con¬ 
cerns  regarding  noise  and  parking, 
and  they  are  attempting  to  address 
some  of  them.  The  Saints  have 
promised  residents  a  sound  check 
to  see  if  the  building  is  sufficiently 
soundproofed  before  the  bar 
opens,  monitors  in  the  club’s 
parking  lots  to  insure  that  people 


homophobic  person  and  in  three 
meetings  turn  him  around,  but  if 
you  can  get  to  the  point  where  he 
no  longer  wants  to  hurt  you, 
you’re  doing  good.  That’s  the 
kind  of  progress  we’ve  made,” 
said  Monroe. 

The  collective  believes  that 
opponents  to  the  club  are  keeping 
Continued  on  page  8 


New  health  benefits  promised 

S.F.  AIDS  Vigil 
in  12th  Week 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A 
twelve-week  vigil  of  people 
with  AIDS  (PWAs),  people 
with  AIDS-Related  Complex 
(ARC),  and  their  supporters 
carries  on  full-force  at  the 
Federal  Building  here  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  13,  No,  20).  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  inspiration  it  has 
provided  for  lesbian  and  gay 
AIDS  activists  across  the  coun¬ 
try,  the  24-hour  a  day  vigil  has 
pushed  the  city  Board  of 
Supervisors  to  take  concrete 
action  toward  establishing 
health  benefits  for  people  with 
ARC. 

On  December  16,  citing  the 
demands  of  the  vigilants,  the 
Board  unanimously  passed  a 
resolution  requesting  that  the 
city’s  health  commission  define 
disabling  forms  of  ARC  and 
recommend  a  policy  for  pro¬ 
viding  health  benefits  for  those 
who  fit  the  definition.  Mayor 
Dianne  Feinstein  signed  the 
resolution  December  27,  giving 
the  commission  30  days  to 
draft  a  policy. 

The  resolution  also  ad¬ 
vocates  that  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  and  federal 
and  state  governments 
recognize  that  people  with 
ARC  “should  receive  similar 
benefits  from  Social  Security 


Insurance  and  related  agencies 
as  people  suffering  from 
AIDS, ’’nearly  the  exact  word¬ 
ing  '  of  one  of  the  protesters’ 
demands.  The  other  three 
demands,  termed  “moral  ap¬ 
peals”  by  the  vigilants,  accord¬ 
ing  to  vigil  activist  Frank 
Richter,  are:  1)  that  the  U.S. 
government  spend  the 
equivalent  of  one  hour’s  worth 
of  government  spending  — 
$500  million  dollars  —  on 
research  for  a  cure  for  AIDS, 
2)  that  the  Food  and  Drug  Ad¬ 
ministration  approve  for  use 
here  experimental  drugs  cur¬ 
rently  being  used  in  other 
countries,  3)  that  government 
officials  speak  out  against 
AIDS  panic  and  provide  public 
education  about  the  disease. 

Richter  told  GCN  that  vigil 
participants  have  also  called 
specifically  on  California 
Governor  Deukmejian  to  make 
a  public  statement  denouncing 
discrimination  against  PWAs 
and  people  with  ARC.  They 
have  yet  to  receive  a  response 
from  the  Governor.  They  also 
intend  to  make  a  similar  re¬ 
quest  to  Los  Angeles  Mayor 
Tom  Bradley  and  hope  to 
pressure  Los  Angeles  health  of- 
ficials  to  follow  San 
Continued  on  page  3 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“I  would  think  that  if  the  [Homosexual  Law 
Reform]  bill  goes  through  until  after  Christmas,  and 
there’s  another  six  or  seven  deaths  from  AIDS  as 
there  will  be  by  Christmas,  that  would  certainly  in¬ 
fluence  some  of  these  [Parliament]  Members  to 
change  their  votes.” 

—  New  Zealand  Parliament  Member  Norman 
Jones,  a  principal  opponent  of  the  country’s  propos¬ 
ed  bill  to  decriminalize  gay  sex  and  prohibit 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference,  ex¬ 
pressing  himself  on  November  13,  as  quoted  in  Pink 
Triangle. 

Opponents  to  the  bill,  who  include  organizations 
of  the  U.S.  religious  right,  and  in  particular,  the  Salva¬ 
tion  Army,  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  10)  have  successful¬ 
ly  stalled  a  vote  on  the  bill  until  the  next  parliamen¬ 
tary  session  beginning  in  February. 

Jones  added,  “If  those  people  [with  AIDS]  die  — 
and  they  should,  and  they  will  —  of  course  it  will  help 
our  cause.” 


fair  employment  approved  for  king  county 

SEATTLE  —  After  a  heated  year-long  battle  be¬ 
tween  gay  activists  and  the  Christian  right,  the  King 
County  Council  has  approved  an  ordinance  pro¬ 
hibiting  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence.  However,  opponents  to  the  watered-down  or¬ 
dinance  claim  they  intend  to  repeal  it  through  a 
referendum. 

According  to  the  Seattle  Gay  News,  the 
December  9  5-4  vote  on  the  Fair  Employment  Or¬ 
dinance  also  guarantees  protection  from 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  “race,  sex,  color,  age, 
marital  status,  religion,  ancestry,  national  origin  or 
the  presence  of  any  sensory,  physical  or  mental  han¬ 
dicap.”  Organized  opposition  to  the  bill,  which  was 
first  introduced  last  January,  appears  to  be  based  on 
the  inclusion  of  sexual  preference  and  to  have  been 
spearheaded  by  fundamentalist  groups.  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  12,  No.  36.) 

Although  activists  in  King  County,  which  in¬ 
cludes  Seattle  and  surrounding  areas,  believe  they 
can  defeat  a  referendum  challenge,  the  ordinance  as 
passed  already  includes  loopholes  sought  by  its  op¬ 
ponents.  The  original  version  sponsored  by  Council- 
member  Cynthia  Sullivan  included  “political 
ideology”  among  the  protected  classes  and  provided 
for  fines  and  criminal  charges  against  violators. 
Amendments  passed  before  the  final  vote,  however, 
eliminated  “political  ideology”  from  the  list,  and 
limited  the  enforcement  mechanism  to  fines  only.  In 
addition,  an  exemption  for  businesses  with  fewer 
than  four  employees  was  changed  to  exempt  those 
with  fewer  than  eight. 


In  related  news,  Washington  Governor  Booth 
Gardner  signed  an  executive  order  December  24 
which  protects  state  employees  from  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  preference,  according  to  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Blade. 

The  order  amends  a  previous  mandate  by  adding 
protections  for  both  lesbians  and  gay  men  and 
citizens  for  whom  English  is  a  second  language.  Not 
surprisingly,  fundamentalist  organizers  against  the 
King  County  ordinance  have  said  they  also  intend  to 
block  the  executive  order. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


fag  rag 

BOSTON  —  The  new  issue  of  Fag  Rag,  #42/43,  is 
now  available.  It  includes  personal  escapades,  inter¬ 
views  “of  sorts,”  poetry,  essays  and  fantasy-fiction. 
Special  features:  “Prostitution  as  an  Act  of  Love”  by 
Charlie  Shively,  “The  Life  and  Hard  Times  of  a  Handi¬ 
capped  Gay  Man”  by  Randy  Thomas,  “Letter  from 
Taiwan”  by  S.H.  and  “Three  Things”  by  Freddie 
Greenfield. 

Fag  Rag  #42/43  may  be  purchased  for  $3.50  from 
Fag  Rag,  Box  331,  Kenmore  Station,  Boston  02215  or 
from  selected  gay  bookstores.  Subscriptions  (five 
issues)  are  $10  and  free  to  prisoners.  Fag  Rag  also 
has  back  issues  for  sale  and  publications  of  the  Good 
Gay  Poets,  including  Pat  M.  Kuras,  Freddie  Green¬ 
field,  Ruth  Weis,  and  Walta  Borawski.  Write  to  the 
above  address  for  more  information. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


coffee,  tea  and  women 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Women  looking  for  alter¬ 
natives  to  bars,  support  groups,  or  potlucks  can  try  a 
new  Friday  night  coffeehouse  at  the  women’s  center 
here.  Women  are  welcome  to  bring  their  own  refresh¬ 
ments,  games  and  donations  of  beverages,  according 
to  organizer  Sky  Rose.  Coffee  and  tea  will  be 
available. 

The  coffeehouse  will  run  from  7  p.m.  to  midnight 
every  Friday  on  the  first  floor  of  the  women’s  center, 
which  is  accessible  to  women  in  wheelchairs.  Admis¬ 
sion  is  free.  For  more  information,  call  the  Cambridge 
Women’s  Center,  Pleasant  St.,  354-8807. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


BOSTON  —  In  response  to  alleged  U.S.  Navy 
shelling  of  FMLN  guerilla  positions  in  El  Salvador, 
lesbians  and  gay  men  joined  Central  America 
solidarity  activists  at  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Federal 
Building  here  on  Jan.  15. 

Lisa  Fithian  (pictured  above),  a  lesbian  active 
with  Boston’s  Pledge  of  Resistance,  stated  that  the 
shelling  is  a  major  escalation  in  U.S.  intervention  in 
the  Salvadoran  war.  U.S.  pilots  fly  daily  recon- 
naisance  missions  over  El  Salvador,  but  government 
sources  deny  that  U.S.  personnel  have  actually  par¬ 
ticipated  in  combat. 

The  protest  included  a  picket  in  near-zero 
temperatures  and  lobbying  of  congressional 
representatives  to  demand  an  investigation  of  the 
shelling  reported  in  the  Jan.  10  New  York  Times. 

—  Loie  Hayes 


announcing! 

ROSIE’S  SNOWBALL:  A  Woman’s  Dance  to  Benefit 
Rosie’s  Place,  Friday,  January  24,  1986,  8:30  p.m. 
Boston  YWCA.  Dance  contests,  door  prizes,  raffle. 
Admission  $5.  Proceeds  will  go  toward  construction 
of  a  new  shelter  for  poor  and  homeless  women. 

On  April  29,  1984,  fire  destroyed  Rosie’s  Place 
shelter  and  drop-in  center  on  Washington  St.  in  the 
South  End.  Since  that  time,  the  building  has  been  re¬ 
constructed,  now  providing  16  beds  for  emergency 
shelter  and  approximately  130  meals  to  women  and 
children  a  day.  Rosie’s  also  provides  emergency 
funds,  advocacy,  and  limited  long-term  affordable 
housing. 

The  Snowball  dance  and  other  fundraising  ef¬ 
forts  will  go  toward  an  additional  20-bed  emergency 
shelter  in  the  South  End,  including  a  large  dining 
space,  outdoor  vegetable  and  flower  garden,  and  an 
athletic  area.  Once  the  new  shelter  is  completed,  the 
original  building  on  Washington  St.  will  be  converted 
into  additional  long-term  housing  for  former  shelter 
guests. 

Rosie’s  is  funded  entirely  through  private  dona¬ 
tions.  For  more  information  about  the  dance,  or  to 
volunteer  or  make  a  donation,  call  Harriet  Koiles  at 
Rosie’s  (536-4652)  or  Lauren  Lapin  (232-4264  days, 
426-8322  evenings). 


*  *  * 


PRIDE  THROUGH  UNITED  ACTION,  A  Conference  on 
Men’s  Lives,  March  14-16,  Yale  University  Law  School. 

Sponsored  by  the  Northeast  Men’s  Emerging 
Network  (NEMEN),  the  conference  is  open  to  both 
men  and  women,  and  will  feature  workshops  on 
topics  such  as:  worker  control  and  workplace  organ¬ 
izing,  combatting  racism,  and  men  and  militarism,  as 
well  as  gay  rights  and  ending  men’s  violence  against 
women.  Caucuses  for  gay  men,  men  of  color  and 
women  will  also  meet. 

Cultural  events  include  music,  films  and  a  slide 
show  entitled,  “In  Celebration  of  Eros.” 

For  more  information,  contact  NEMEN.  c/o  David 
Ward,  19  Mead  St.,  New  Haven,  CT  0651 1  or  call  (203) 
776-9685. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


blgpa  elections 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  (BLGPA)  elected  new  officers  and 
members  to  its  steering  committee  at  its  January  13 
annual  meeting.  Will  Hutchinson,  of  Dorchester,  was 
elected  chairperson;  Ann  Sanders,  vice  chair;  Philip 
Lewis,  secretary;  and  Ed  Demers,  treasurer. 

Addressing  the  meeting  prior  to  the  vote,  Hut¬ 
chinson  said  he  would  like  BLGPA’s  priority  to  be  to 
“elicit,  endorse,  and  work  to  elect  qualified  gays  and 
lesbians  willing  to  run  for  public  office.”  When  asked 
by  GCN  if  BLGPA  established  qualifications  for  en¬ 
dorsement  of  candidates  other  than  their  sexual 
preference,  Hutchinson  responded,  “Do  they  have  to 
pass  an  ideological  litmus  test  on  the  Left  or  the 
Right?  No.” 

In  fact,  Hutchinson,  who  ran  unopposed  for 
chair,  said  he  wants  to  avoid  ideological  splits  be¬ 
tween  the  left  and  the  right  in  BLGPA  in  order  to 
assure  united  support  for  gay  and  lesbian  candidates. 
“More  than  three  years  ago,  [gay  Boston  City  Coun¬ 
cilor  David]  Scondras  was  black-balled  by  the  gay 
right.  Last  year,  Hugh  Russell  [gay  candidate  for  Cam¬ 
bridge  City  Council]  was  black-balled  by  the  gay  left,” 
said  Hutchinson. 

Scondras,  a  long  time  tenant  and  anti-arson  gay 
activist  was  not  endorsed  by  BLGPA  for  the  council  in 
the  1983  primaries,  although  he  did  receive  their  en¬ 
dorsement  for  the  general  election.  Scondras  was  op¬ 
posed  by  BLGPA’s  original  steering  fcommittee 
because  he  favored  legislation  restricting  condo  con¬ 
version  in  the  city.  That  same  year,  BLGPA  received 
strong  criticism  from  leftist  lesbians  and  gay  men  for 
failing  to  endorse  Black  Rainbow  Coalition  activist 
Mel  King  for  mayor  in  the  primaries.  King  has  been  an 
outspoken  supporter  of  lesbian  and  gay  rights  for 
many  years,  and  is  also  a  pro-tenant  activist. 

Hugh  Russell,  a  1985  candidate  for  Cambridge 
City  Council,  was  opposed  by  many  progressive  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  because  of  his  negative  stance  on 
rent  control.  Russel  was,  however,  endorsed  by  the 
Cambridge  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance. 

BLGPA’s  outgoing  chair,  Rosemary  Dunn 
Dalton,  said  she  is  “excited  that  Hutchinson  will  con¬ 
tinue  the  direction  of  the  organization,”  including 
working  to  change  the  perception  that  BLGPA  is  a 
downtown  Boston  group  rather  than  a  neighborhood- 
oriented  organization. 

Newly  elected  members  of  BLGPA’s  steering 
committee  are  Gwen  Bloomingdale,  Ed  Cook,  Pat 
Cusick,  Jay  La  Croix,  Laurie  Livingston,  Fred  Mandel, 
and  Ari  Gonzalez. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


trikon 

PALO  ALTO,  CA  —  Trikon,  “an  Indian  subcon¬ 
tinent  gay  support  group,”  has  published  its  first 
newsletter,  also  called  Trikon.  Trikon,  which  is 
Sankskrit  for  triangle,  is  produced  by  and  for  South 
Asian  gay  men  and  lesbians,  including  people  in  In¬ 
dia,  Pakistan,  Bangladesh,  Sri  Lanka,  Nepal,  Tibet, 
Bhutan,  and  South  Asian  immigrants  in  the  U.S. 

Founders  of  Trikon  hope  the  newsletter  will  be¬ 
come  primarily  reader-written.  They  write,  “[W]e  can 
start  by  giving  each  other  a  gift  of  tremendous  value 
—  proof  of  our  existence.” 

For  more  information,  write  to  Trikon,  Box  60536, 
Palo  Alto,  CA  94306. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


philly  students  to  get  aids  info 

PHILADELPHIA  —  The  City  School  Board  has 
unanimously  agreed  to  distribute  AIDS  information  to 
high  school  students,  staff  and  parents’  groups,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News. 

The  Board  has  authorized  the  purchase  of 
200,000  English  and  20,000  Spanish  copies  of  a 
booklet  entitled,  What  Everyone  Should  Know  about 
AIDS,  produced  by  the  Channel  L.  Bete  Co.  Now,  if  we 
could  get  other  school  boards  to  take  the  plunge. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 
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Disabled  lesbian  and  lover  still  denied  contact 


Court  Rules  against  Dykes  in  Kowalski  Case 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MN  —  The 
Minnesota  District  Court  for 
Sherburne  County  has  denied  all 
motions  brought  by  Karen 
Thompson  in  her  ongoing  battle 
to  regain  visitation  rights  and 
guardianship  of  her  disabled 
lover,  Sharon  Kowalski. 

Judge  Kim  Johnson  ruled 
against  Thompson  on  January  9, 
denying  charges  of  negligence 
brought  against  Sharon 
Kowalski’s  court-appointed  guar¬ 
dian,  her  father.  Johnson  also 
denied  appeals  that  Sharon 
Kowalski  be  retested  for  com¬ 


petency,  and  that  attorney  Jack 
Fena  be  taken  off  the  case  due  to 
conflict  of  interest.  (See  GCN, 
Vol.13,  No. 25)  Thompson,  who 
has  already  filed  notice  of  appeal, 
was  joined  in  the  motions  by  the 
Minnesota  Civil  Liberties  Union, 
and  Tom  Hayes,  court -appointed 
lawyer  for  Sharon  Kowalski. 

Sharon  Kowalski  was  injured  in 
a  car  accident  two  years  ago  and  is 
now  a  quadriplegic.  Donald 
Kowalski,  her  father,  has  tried  to 
separate  her  from  her  lover  of 
several  years,  Thompson.  He 
finally  succeeded  in  gaining  ap¬ 


pointment  as  guardian  in  July  of 
this  year,  immediately  barring 
Thompson  from  visiting  his 
daughter  in  Leisure  Hills  Nursing 
Home.  The  last  time  Thompson 
visited  Sharon  Kowalski  was 
August  19  when  she  was  able  to 
obtain  a  temporary  restraining 
order  aginst  Donald  Kowalski’s 
court -approved  “limited  access 
plan.”  The  “plan”  was  approved 
on  the  basis  of  a  doctor’s  letter 
obtained  by  Donald  Kowalski  that 
said  Thompson  might  sexually 
abuse  Sharon  Kowalski  if  permit¬ 
ted  to  see  her.  (See  GCN,  Vol.13, 


Alternative  State  of  the  State 
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Demonstrators  marching  outside  State  House. 


protesters  who  have  dogged  the 
Governor  since  he  instituted  the 
foster  policy  last  year. 

Hirschkop’s  trial  is  scheduled 
for  2  p.m.  on  January  17  at 
Boston  Municipal  Court  House. 
Katherine  Triantafillou,  a  lawyer 
representing  her,  told  GCN  that 
the  judge  offered  to  drop  the 
charges  during  Hirschkop’s  ar¬ 
raignment  on  January  15  if  Hir- 
schkop  paid  fifty  dollars  in  court 
costs.  Hirschkop  refused  to  do  so. 

The  harassment  with  which  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  were  met  is 
ironic  in  light  of  the  content  of  the 
Governor’s  State  of  the  State  ad¬ 
dress.  Referring  to  what  has  made 
Massachusetts  “great”  over  the 
past  three  years,  Dukakis  said,  “It 
is  the  idea  of  community.  It  is  the 
idea  that  we  are  in  this  together; 
that  regardless  of  race  or  ethnic 
origin  or  how  much  money  you 
have,  each  of  us  counts.  And  that 
by  working  together  to  create  op¬ 
portunity  for  all,  all  of  us  are 
enriched  —  not  just  in  economic 
terms,  but  enriched  as  citizens  and 
as  huflian  beings. 

“We  have  a  responsibility  to 
look  ahead  over  the  next  decade 
and  a  half  to  the  year  2000  and  to 
create  a  future  for  our  children 
and  our  children’s  children  that 
will  make  the  Massachusetts  suc¬ 
cess  story  theirs  as  well  as  ours,” 
stated  Dukakis. 

Even  Dukakis’  invitees  did  not 
universally  share  his  contention 
that  he  is  dedicated  to  insuring  the 
best  future  for  “our  children’s 
children.”  GCN  somewhat  ran¬ 
domly  interviewed  nearly  twenty 
people  at  the  reception  who  were 
not  connected  with  the  protest. 
Sixty  percent  of  these  disagreed 
with  the  Governor’s  foster  care 
policy.  The  other  forty  percent 
had  no  comment,  were  arm 


bivalent,  or  were  not  familiar  with 
the  issue.  No  one  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  policy. 

“One’s  sexual  preference 
should  not  determine  parenting,” 
said  Claudia  Scott,  who  was 
polled.  “I  suppose  Dukakis  needs 
public  pressure  to  change  the 
policy.” 

Protesters  outside  illustrated 
specific  ways  in  which  the  Gover¬ 
nor  has  put  aside  the  “best  in¬ 
terests  of  children”  and  the  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

“The  state  of  the  poor  is  on  the 
outside  looking  in,”  said  Dotty 
Stevens,  of  the  Coalition  for  Basic 
Human  Needs.  Stevens  is  working 
with  the  “Up  to  Poverty”  cam¬ 
paign  to  raise  benefits  for  AFDC 
to  the  poverty  level.  Currently, 
state  AFDC  keeps  recipients  at 
forty  percent  below  the  poverty 
level. 

While  Dukakis  is  currently  pro¬ 
posing  a  ten  percent  increase  for 
AFDC  in  1986,  Stevens  pointed 


out  that  this  is  purely  a  political 
move  since  that  increase  would 
mean  less  than  three  dollars  a 
week  more  for  families  receiving 
AFDC.  “AFDC  is  basically  a 
children’s  program,’’  said 
Stevens.  “Doesn’t  the  Governor 
care  about  our  children?” 

A  representative  from  the  Cen¬ 
tral  American  Solidarity  Associa¬ 
tion  (CASA),  expressed  his 
outrage  that  Dukakis  is  allowing 
the  Green  Berets  to  train  at  Camp 
Edwards,  a  National  Guard  facili¬ 
ty  on  Cape  Cod.  The  Green 
Berets,  he  said,  have  been  used  to 
train  rightwing  armies  in  Central 
American  countries  such  as 
Guatemala.  Currently  the  Green 
Berets  are  training  the  anti- 
Sandinista  contras  in  Honduras 
and  armed  forces  in  Costa  Rica,  a 
country  that  has  not  had  armed 
forces  since  1945.  A  demonstra¬ 
tion  protesting  the  Green  Berets 
will  be  held  outside  the  State 
House  on  January  21  at  noon. 


Wild  duet  by  members  of  United  Fruit  Co.,  the  Boston  gay  men’s  affinity  group.  The  skit  at  the  “alter¬ 
native  State  of  the  State”  rally  lampooned  Governor  Michael  Dukakis  and  pointed  out,  to  the  tune  of  the 
Patty  Duke  theme  song,  that  he  and  Jerry  Falwell  “are  allies,  political  allies”  —  even  though  “Michael 
rides  the  T  [subway]  to  work.” 


No. 15) 

The  negligence  charges  brought 
by  Thompson  against  Donald 
Kowalski  stem  from  his  refusal  to 
allow  her  to  see  her  lover.  The 
Minnesota  Office  of  Health 
Facilities  Complaints  added  extra 
weight  to  Thompson’s  charge, 
claiming  that  denial  of  Thomp¬ 
son’s  visits  violated  Sharon 
Kowalski’s  rights  as  a  patient. 
Although  Kowalski  was  declared 
incompetent  by  a  Minnesota  Ap¬ 
pellate  Court,  she  has  stated, 
using  a  typewriter,  that  she  wishes 
to-see  Thompson. 

There  is  considerable  evidence 
that  Sharon  Kowalski  is  far  more 
competent  than  either  her  father 
or  the  courts  choose  to  admit.  On 
the  basis  of  testing  for  reading 
comprehension  and  other  skills, 
Thompson  had  hoped  to  win  her 
motion  for  a  new  judgement  of 
Sharon  Kowalski’s  competency. 
(See  GCN,  Vol.13,  No.  15) 

Thompson’s  bid  to  have  at¬ 
torney  Jack  Fena  removed  from 
the  case  is  based  on  his  representa¬ 
tion  of  both  Donald  Kowalski  in 
the  guardianship  dispute,  and  of 
Sharon  Kowalski  in  a  separate 
personal  injury  suit.  According  to 
Julie  Andrzejewski,  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Right  to  Recovery 
and  Relationships,  a  group 


fighting  for  Thompson  and 
Sharon  Kowalski’s  right  to  see 
each  other,  it  is  in  Fena’s  interest 
to  make  Sharon  Kowalski  appear 
as  “incompetent”  as  possible  as 
he  will  receive  40  percent  of  the 
damages  collected  in  the  personal 
injury  suit. 

According  to  Thompson,  Judge 
Johnson  denied  all  motions 
without  comment  or  explanation. 
“He  didn’t  deal  with  the  issues  at 
all,”  Thompson  told  GCN. 

The  battle  is  far  from  over  for 
Thompson,  who  has  not  only  filed 
notice  of  appeal  on  the  denied 
motions,  but  is  also  contesting  the 
original  district  court  order  of 
July  23,  1985,  that  appointed 
Donald  Kowalski  guardian  for  his 
daughter.  The  Minnesota  Court 
of  Appeals  is  scheduled  to  rule  on 
that  decision  on  January  22. 
Thompson,  the  MCLU  and  Tom 
Hayes  have  requested  that 
Thompson  or  a  neutral  third  party 
be  instated  as  Sharon  Kowalski’s 
new  guardian. 

Tax-deductible  donations  to 
help  pay  legal  costs  for  Karen 
Thompson  may  be  sent  to  Min¬ 
nesota  Society  for  Personal  Liber¬ 
ties,  c/o  Suzanne  Born,  3436 
Holmes  Avenue,  Minneapolis, 
MN  55408. 

—filed from  Boston 


Changes  in  store 

Bolling  Elected 
Council  President 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  In  a  political 
upset,  Bruce  Bolling  became 
the  first  Black  city  council 
president  here,  ousting  three- 
year  veteran  Joseph  Tierney. 

Bolling,  a  three-term  district 
councilor  from  Roxbury,  is 
part  of  the  six-person  pro¬ 
gressive  coalition  of  the 
thirteen-member  council. 
Outgoing  president  Tierney 
belongs  to  the  council’s  conser¬ 
vative  majority.  The  change  in 
power  will  be  beneficial  to  all 
progressives  within  the  city,  ac¬ 
cording  to  many  activists. 

“I  think  that  he  [Bolling] 
will  have  more  open  process, 
which  instantly  benefits  people 
who  haven’t  benefitted 
before,”  said  Black  Rainbow 
Coalition  activist  Mel  King.  “I 
think  groups  [people  of  color, 
lesbians,  gay  men,  women] 
need  to  see  that  there  is  more 
access,  but  be  prepared  to  form 
coalitions  with  [each  other].” 

Gay  Boston  City  Councilor 
David  Scondras  told  GCN  that 
coalition  work  was  responsible 
for  getting  Bolling  elected. 
Councilors  crucial  in  that  pro¬ 
cess  were  Maura  Hennigan,  the 
council’s  only  woman,  Charles 
Yancey  and  Bolling,  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  only  Black  councilors,  and 
Scondras,  the  council’s  only 
openly  gay  person.  “The  ap¬ 


proach  of  forming  a  coalition 
is  slowly  but  surely  working,” 
said  Scondras.  “It  means  that 
we  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  have  a  little  more 
power  than  last  year.” 

As  council  president,  Bolling 
will  have  the  power  to  appoint 
new  chairpeople  to  the 
council’s  committees.  This 
should  result  in  more  pro¬ 
gressive  council  policies  since 
the  chair  of  both  the  public 
safety  committee  and  the 
school  committee  is  Albert 
“Dapper”  O’Neil,  known  for 
his  blatant  homophobia  and 
racism.  Most  recently  O’Neil 
introduced  a  measure  to  the 
council  to  quarantine  people 
with  AIDS  and  require  man¬ 
datory  HTLV-III  testing  of  all 
public  service  employees.  He 
withdrew  the  proposal  from 
the  council  floor  December  18 
when  it  became  clear  he  did  not 
have  the  votes  to  pass  it.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.13,  No. 24.) 

According  to  Scondras, 
Bolling  is  likely  to  remove 
O’Neil  from  his  chair  posi¬ 
tions,  making  it  easier  to  in¬ 
vestigate  homophobia,  brutali¬ 
ty,  and  racism  on  the  part  of 
the  Boston  police  and  opening 
up  the  possibility  of  more  pro¬ 
gressive  curricula  for  the 
Boston  schools. 


Vigil 


Continued  from  page  1 
Francisco’s  lead  in  providing 
benefits  to  people  with  ARC. 

Richter  said  that  vigil  par¬ 
ticipants  number  approximate¬ 
ly  ten  to  15  people  at  the 
Federal  Building  during  the 
night  and  15-20  people  during 
the  day  with  four  protesters 
chained  to  the  building’s  doors 
at  all  times.  Active  supporters 
bring  the  number  up  to  about 
100  people.  Although  the  long 
stay  outdoors  has  further 
harmed  the  health  of  some  of 
the  people  with  AIDS  and 
ARC  who  have  also  been 


harassed  at  the  site  (See  GCN 
Vol.13,  No. 20),  they  hope  to 
maintain  the  action  until  all 
demands  are  met. 

Mail  may  be  sent  to  the 
vigilants  at  50/2  U.N.  Plaza, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102. 
Richter  said  they  have  already 
received  supportive  letters 
variously  addressed,  including 
one  to  the  “Heroes  at  the 
Building”  and  another  to 
“The  People  Chained  to  the 
Door.” 

— filed  from  Boston 
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Editorial  - 

Kowtowing  to  Dukakis 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years,  GCN  has  been  unable  to  endorse  the  annual  Boston 
celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  the  legalization  of  abortion.  Our  decision  is  not  based  on 
faltering  commitment  to  abortion  rights;  rather,  we  are  more  determined  than  ever  to  win 
reproductive  rights  in  the  broadest  sense  —  sexual  freedom  and  control  of  our  bodies.  We 
are  also  committed  to  defeating  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Massachusetts  constitution 
that  would  cut  off  Medicare  for  abortion  —  the  key  topic  for  this  year’s  anniversary  rally. 
That  rally,  however,  organized  by  the  Mass.  Coalition  for  Choice  (Planned  Parenthood, 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Massachusetts,  Mass.  NOW,  Mass.  CHOICE,  and  Reproductive 
Rights  National  Network)  features  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis  as  the  opening  speaker.  Gov. 
Dukakis  is  responsible  for  a  foster  care  policy  that  denies  lesbians  and  gay  men  the  right  to 
be  foster  parents  —  a  right  that  must  be  included  in  reproductive  rights. 

The  policy  sets  up  a  hierarchy  of  placements  for  foster  children  not  unlike  the  norms 
this  society  prescribes  at  large  —  married,  heterosexual  couples  with  previous  parenting 
experience  and  in  which  the  woman  does  not  work  outside  the  home  are  the  most  preferred. 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  are  virtually  excluded,  and  all  women  with  jobs,  single  parents  and 
extended  families  are  considered  options  of  final  resort. 

We  are  outraged  that  the  Coalition  for  Choice  has  chosen  to  legitimize  the  governor  as 
an  advocate  of  reproductive  rights,  thereby  giving  tacit  approval  to  the  foster  care  policy 
and  selling  out  the  lesbians,  gay  men,  single  parents  and  working  women  excluded  from 
foster  parenting,  and  the  more  than  600  foster  children  in  the  state  now  without  homes. 

Inviting  Dukakis  to  speak  also  falsely  validates  the  governor  as  concerned  about  the 
poor  in  this  state,  rudely  ignoring  the  fact  that  he  continues  to  balk  at  providing  AFDC  (Aid 
to  Families  with  Dependent  Children)  benefits  that  at  least  bring  recipients  up  to  the  federal 
poverty  line,  this  at  a  time  when  Massachusetts  has  a  surplus  in  its  coffers. 

The  Coalition’s  choice  not  only  shows  a  lack  of  commitment  to  lesbians,  gay  men  and 
the  poor  in  this  state,  but  a  serious  lack  of  understanding  of  the  connections  between 
abortion  rights  and  the  foster  care  policy.  Both  the  policy  and  the  proposed  Medicaid  cutoff 
for  abortion  come  out  of  the  same  atmosphere  of  sexual  repression. 

We  find  it  irritating  that  it  is  often  the  Right  that  sees  the  connections  between  such 
issues,  while  our  sometime  allies  do  not.  Abortion  rights  and  lesbian  and  gay  foster  parent 
rights  are  both  part  of  a  challenge  to  a  status  quo  that  insists  sex  is  for  procreation  only  (and 
those  who  violate  the  rule  must  suffer  the  consequences),  that  middle-class,  sexist,  nuclear 
families  (who  could  pay  for  their  own  abortions  without  Medicaid  if  they  dared  commit  such 
a  crime)  are  “normal”  and  “plentiful,”  that  sex  roles  are  immutable,  and  all  “decent” 
heterosexual  women  are  willing  caretakers  of  children.  We  threaten  these  rules  by  asserting 
there  is  no  “normal”  other  than  what  is  imposed  on  us,  that  marginalized  groups  like  gay 
people  and  poor  women  deserve  the  right  to  choose  when  and  if  we  will  have  children  or 
parent  them. 

The  Coalition’s  choice  also  betrays  a  trivialization  of  what  this  foster  policy  is  about  — 
a  policy  that  doesn’t  end  “simply”  at  preventing  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  foster 
parenting,  but  has  also  added  to  a  homophobic  backlash  of  proportions  and  violence  not 
seen  here  for  decades. 

There  is  no  question  that  all  of  us  —  lesbians,  gay  men,  single  parents,  women  with 
'jobs,  non-nuclear  families,  etc  —  are  needed  to  defeat  the  anti-abortion  referendum  and  to 
turn  around  the  foster  care  policy.  We  cannot  afford  to  jeopardize  this  essential  coalition 
and  its  powers  to  change  —  not  just  laws  and  policies  but  assumptions  and  institutions  — 
for  the  false  hope  of  short-term  rewards  from  kowtowing  to  the  governor. 

We  encourage  readers  to  join  organizing  efforts  against  the  anti-abortion  referendum 
and  to  participate  in  the  action  by  Duke  Watch  at  the  Roe  v.  Wade  observance  ceremonies 
[see  below]. 


GCN  editorials  reflect  the  opinion  of  the  paid,  full-time  members  of  the  collective. 

Community  Voices — - - 


‘politically  correct’ 
holidays 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  the  article  “Being 
Jewish  at  Christmas”  by  Alvina  Ever  and  Bonnie 
Wolf  (Speaking  Out,  Dec.28-Jan.4  issue). 

The  writers  have  correctly  noted  the  religious 
basis  for  the  holiday  season.  They  believe  that 
participating  in  seasonal  activities  is  a  social  com¬ 
promise  that  runs  counter  to  their  principles.  This 
is  a  reasoned  conclusion  and  is  worthy  of  respect. 

However,  it  is  another  matter  for  them  to  com¬ 
plain  publicly  about  the  resulting  alienation.  The 
same  may  be  said  for  their  prescribing  modes  of 
celebration  for  those  who  do  observe  the  season. 
There  is  something  self-pitying,  narrow  minded 
and  oppressive  about  that. 

Pluralism  is  a  two-way  street.  And  “good  will’ 
is  always  in  short  supply  in  this  imperfect  world 
which  we  happen  to  share  with  a  lot  of  “total 
strangers.”  Exchanging  gifts  is  a  pretty  poor  ex¬ 
ample  of  cultural  imperialism  and  “Season’s 
Greetings”  just  can’t  be  equated  with  a 
murderous  attack. 

Considering  the  issues  that  face  us  day  in  and 
out  —  things  like  staying  alive,  security  in  our 
homes  and  jobs  and  relationships  —  surely  our 
energies  can  be  put  to  better  use  than  in  worrying 
whether  or  not  our  holidays  are  “politically  cor¬ 
rect  .  ’  ’ 

Sincerely, 

James  Cyphers 
Boston,  MA 


Defense  Committee  Update 

The  Duke  Watch  will  leaflet  the 
appearance  of  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis  at 
the  ceremony  commemorating  the  Roe 
v.  Wade  decision  to  be  held  Wednesday, 
January  22,  at  6:30  p.m.  at  the  Church 
of  the  Covenant,  corner  of  Newbury  and 
Berkeley  Streets ....  New  members  are 
welcome  to  participate  in  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Defense  Committee’s  coor¬ 
dinating  committee  meeting  on  Tuesday, 
January  21  at  7:30  p.m.  at  67  Pleasant 
St.  in  Cambridge....  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  GLDC  activities,  call  their 
hotline,  628-6007. 


don’t  bother  dukakis 
with  the  facts 

Dear  GOV: 

On  Thursday,  January  2,  members  of  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee  gathered  outside 
Governor  Dukakis’  office  to  request,  again,  a 
commitment  from  the  Governor  to  participate  in 
a  public  forum  about  his  foster  care  policy.  After 
eight  hours  of  waiting  for  that  commitment,  the 
13  GLDC  members  who  refused  to  leave  were  ar¬ 
rested.  The  Governor  chose  to  arrest  1-3  concern¬ 
ed  citizens  rather  than  engage  in  open  discussion. 
As  a  speaker  at  the  next  day’s  press  conference 
pointed  out,  civil  disobedience  is  born  out  of  a 
tremendous  sense  of  frustration  when  the 
democratic  process  refuses  to  hear  the  voices  of 
its  members. 

Governor  Dukakis  has  met  with  the  constituen¬ 
cy  opposed  to  this  policy  only  once,  on  June  19th. 
In  that  meeting,  the  Governor  stated  that  his 
mind  was  already  made  up  in  opposition  to  foster 
placements  with  single,  gay,  and  lesbian  parents, 
based  on  his  “personal  belief”  that  the  tradi¬ 
tional  family  is  best.  His  mind  was  made  up 
before  more  than  35  professional  social  service 
organizations  came  out  against  his  policy.  His 
mind  was  made  up  before  public  hearings  on  the 
policy  resulted  in  over  200  pages  of  testimony 
against  the  policy  (which  he  admitted  on 
November  25th  never  having  read).  His  mind  was 
made  up  before  he  received  the  findings  from 
more  than  70  studies  of  non-traditional  families 
which  dispute  his  policy.  And  his  mind  was 
already  made  up  when  he  cancelled  plans  for  a 
study  commission  on  this  topic. 

At  an  alumnae  event  of  his  own  alma  mater, 
the  Governor  was  criticized  more  on  this  policy 
than  on  any  other  topic.  He  promised  to  release 
“data”  supporting  his  policy  but  has,  to  date, 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


been  unable  to  do  so.  If  the  Governor’s  policy  on 
foster  care  is  right,  it  will  survive  an  open  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  facts  on  foster  care.  The  Gover¬ 
nor’s  unwillingness  to  discuss  this  policy  in  public 
with  concerned  citizens  can  only  stem  from 
bigotry  or  political  expediency  in  which  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  facts  is  irrelevant. 

The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee,  in 
collaboration  with  numerous  other  political  and 
social  service  groups,  will  continue  to  place  this 
issue  before  the  public  until  the  children  of  the 
commonwealth  and  their  potential  foster  parents 
get  the  consideration  they  deserve. 

John  Whyte 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee 
Boston,  MA 

quiet  even-handed 
sympathetic  portrait 

Dear  GCN: 

In  response  to  Art  Cohen’s  brief  review  of 
Channel  5’s  Straight  Talk:  Gay  in  Boston: 

Mr.  Cohen’s  point  that  none  of  us  profiled  is 
shown  with  a  lover  or  children  is  well  taken.  But, 
in  my  situation  at  least,  the  producer  asked  me 
several  times  if  my  lover  wanted  to  be  included. 
And,  sadly,  we  answered  no  each  time.  Although 
she’s  out  at  her  workplace,  she  works  with 
children  in  a  rather  narrow-minded  town,  and  felt 
appearing  in  the  special  was  too  risky.  The  irony 
of  this  (what  with  me  suing  a  former  employer  for 
job  rights)  was  not  lost  on  us  or  the  television 
crew. 

Mr.  Cohen’s  review  also  concerned  me  because 
he  neglected  to  mention  that  the  subject  matter 
for  the  show  was  chosen  with  the  help  of  an  ad¬ 
visory  group  from  the  gay  and  lesbian  communi¬ 
ty.  His  seeming  complaint  about  the  emphasis  on 
religion  should  then  perhaps  be  directed  to  that 
group. 

Overall,  he  damns  the  show  with  his  faint 
praise.  Too  bad.  The  show  is  good.  We  clearly 
have  friends  at  Channel  5.  They  have  stuck  their 
necks  way  out  by  putting  together  a  quiet,  even- 
handed,  sympathetic  portrait  of  our  community, 
one  designed  not  for  our  own  enjoyment,  but  for 
the  education  of  the  straight  community, 
Sincerely, 

Christine  Madsen 
Belmont,  MA 
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Out - 

Consider:  Dreaming  in  Color 

By  Joseph  Beam 


Dreamscape:  I  am  walking  in  the  desert, 
a  sandy,  gritty  corridor.  On  my  right, 
behind  a  tall,  ornate  wrought  iron  fence, 
is  the  white  community:  smug  but  bored. 

To  my  left,  behind  a  weather-beaten  wooden 
fence,  is  the  Black  community:  humble  but 
angry.  Dreams  and  Nightmares. 

Dreams  are  what  propel  us  through  life,  and  allow  us  to  focus  above  and  beyond  the 
hurdles  that  dot  our  passage.  If  I  cannot  vocalize  a  dream,  attempt  to  begin  living  it,  then  I 
have  no  dream.  It  remains  a  thought,  a  vision  without  form.  I  dare  myself  to  dream. 

Astronaut  Guy  Bluford  and  I  grew  up  on  the  same  block  in  West  Philadelphia.  It  was 
no  secret  that  he  dreamed  of  being  an  astronaut,  but  in  the  early  ’60s  it  was  difficult  for  little 
Black  boys  to  imagine  being  anything  other  than  what  we  had  seen.  And  we  had  seen  no 
Black  astronauts  nor  Black  mayors  of  major  US  cities.  We  all  thought  Bluford  was  crazy. 
(Surely  if  they  could  send  one  of  us  to  the  moon,  wouldn’t  they  send  us  all?)  But  his  dream 
did  become  a  reality:  dreaming  in  color. 

Bluford  fared  better  than  many  Black  dreamers.  Martin,  Malcolm  and  Medgar  were 
dreamers.  And  they  were  killed.  Too  often,  to  be  Black  and  to  dream  is  to  be  considered 
foolish,  found  dead,  or  both.  I  dare  myself  to  dream. 

Consider:  Michael  Stewart,  a  young  man  with  dreads  riding  on  a  NY  subway,  perhaps 
on  his  way  home  from  work.  Because  he  is  Black,  he  is  a  suspect  for  all  the  crimes  that  have 
happened  in  the  Big  Apple  that  day.  He  is  stopped  and  beaten  to  death  by  six  NY  Transit 
Police,  who  have  been  recently  acquitted  of  any  wrongdoing. 

Consider:  Cherry  Groce,  Black  mother  of  five,  living  in  the  Brixton  section  of  London. 
Police  had  come  for  her  son,  who,  I  believe,  is  also  named  Michael.  It  seems  though  that 
Cherry  Groce,  from  the  back,  in  a  housedress,  holding  a  broom,  resembled  a  man  with  a 
gun.  She  was  shot  in  the  back  and  is  now  paralyzed. 

Consider:  Eleanor  Bumpers,  age  66,  Black  grandmother,  killed  as  she  was  being  evicted 
from  her  Bronx,  NY  Housing  Authority  apartment. 

Consider:  MOVE. 

Consider:  South  Africa,  where  87  percent  of  the  people  who  are  Black,  have  been 
herded  onto  13  percent  of  the  land,  while  the  remaining  13  percent  of  the  people  who  are 
white,  own  85  percent  of  the  land.  What  of  900  Blacks  killed  since  September  1984? 

Consider:  Marietta  Bloxom,  Charles  Williams,  and  their  daughter  Lekeisha,  a  young 
hardworking  Black  family,  who  moved,  by  accident,  into  a  segregated  neighborhood  in 

Community  Voices - 


are  rimming  and 
fisting  safe? 

Dear  GCN: 

I  notice  that  you  are  now  publishing  safe-sex 
guidelines  in  your  prisoners’  section.  Your 
guidelines  differ  in  no  important  way  from  those 
provided  by  many  AIDS  information  projects. 
Yet,  it  appears  to  me  that  some  of  the  guidelines 
cannot  be  supported  by  the  facts,  so  far  as  the 
facts  are  known. 

In  particular,  the  listing  of  rimming  and  fisting 
as  unsafe  seems  more  motivated  by  cultural  pre¬ 
judice  than  by  any  reasonable  concern  about  the 
transmission  of  AIDS. 

Both  rimming  and  fisting  do  involve  inherent 
risks  which  people  involved  in  such  activities 
ought  to  be  aware  of.  But  neither  fisting  nor  rim¬ 
ming  involves,  necessarily,  any  special  risk  of 
AIDS. 

One  of  the  risks  of  fisting  is  that  the  bowel 
might  be  perforated.  For  this  reason,  closely  filed 
nails,  avoidance  of  jewelry  or  other  hard,  sharp 
objects,  gentleness,  and  communication  are  all 
essential  to  safe  fisting.  The  theory  that  fisting 
may  increase  the  risk  of  AIDS  rests  on  the  belief 
that  fisting  may  result  in  smaller  fissures  which, 
while  not  dangerous  or  noticeable  in  themselves, 
might  provide  a  portal  of  entry  for  the  AIDS 
virus. 

Even  if  this  were  true,  then  no  danger  of  AIDS 
could  result  unless  the  virus  were  present.  If  the 
person  bieng  fisted  follows  the  safe-sex  guidelines 
otherwise  —  i.e.,  doesn’t  get  fucked  without  a 
condom,  doesn’t  swallow  cum  —  where  could  the 
AIDS  virus  come  from? 

Maybe  from  an  open  wound  on  the  hand  of  the 
fister.  But  then  fisting  would  be  ill-advised  for  ob¬ 
vious  reasons  having  nothing  to  do  with  AIDS. 
Then  there  are  the  microscopic -tiny-cut-little- 
drop-of-blood  risks  —  the  sort  of  arcane  im¬ 
probabilities  involved  in  arguing  for  HTLV-III 
testing  for  foodhandlers.  In  any  event,  all  such 
risks  could  be  obviated  if  the  fister  used  a  surgical 
glove. 

The  case  concerning  rimming  is  less  clear.  Sure 
there  are  germs  down  there.  But  are  they  AIDS 
virus?  The  AIDS  virus  is  utterly  incapable  of 
feeding  on  fecal  matter  and  reproducing  in  the 
bowel. 

Why  should  there  be  more  living  AIDS  virus  at 
one  end  of  the  GI  tract  than  at  the  other?  If  wet 
kissing  is  thought  to  be  probably  safe,  why  is  rim¬ 
ming  on  the  unsafe  list?  The  AIDS  virus  has  been 
isolated  from  some  saliva  samples.  If  it  can  be 
isolated  from  fecal  matter  —  and  I  don’t  know 
that  it  can  —  then  it  ought  to  be  either  that  both 
kissing  and  rimming  are  probably  safe,  or  that 
both  are  thought  to  be  unsafe. 

If  there  is  a  medical  rather  than  a  cultural 
reason  for  making  this  distinction,  it  is  less  than 
obvious  and  ought  to  be  explained. 

Otherwise,  I  think  that  the  generally  accepted 
“safe  acts”  lists  are  only  another  example  of  the 
“respectable  homosexual”  community  using 


AIDS  as  an  excuse  to  trash  the  gay  community. 
Indeed,  the  history  of  AIDS  projects  is  little  more 
than  the  history  of  the  betrayal  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  by  respectable  homosexuals  who  trip  over 
themselves  in  their  haste  to  destroy  the  institu¬ 
tions  and  traditions  of  gay  culture. 

The  world  is  fatal.  The  theory  that  government 
ought  to,  or  can,  provide  a  risk-free  world  is 
highly  overrated. 

In  Texas  we  have  been  treated  to  the  spectacle 
of  self-appointed  community  leaders  and  AIDS 
projects  counselors  attempting  to  meet  in  secret 
with  Health  Department  officials  to  draft  a 
quarantine  law  —  called  “isolation”  for  public 
relations.  Thanks  to  an  unnamed  source,  who  I 
could  name,  they  did  not  manage  to  meet  in 
secret.  But  the  respectable  homosexuals  did 
manage  to  agree  with  the  agents  of  the  state  on  a 
draft,  the  exact  provisions  of  which  are  still  not 
generally  known. 

This  is  what  can  be  expected  when  respectable 
homosexuals  presume  to  speak  for  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  when  AIDS  projects  become  dominated 
by  granola-munching  yuppie  couples  and  phoney 
diplomate  sex  counselors,  and  when  real  fairies 
are  squeezed  out  of  the  institutions  which  affect 
their  lives. 

The  respectable  homosexuals  suppose  that  they 
will  avoid  the  effects  of  repression  by  identifying 
with  the  oppressors  and  by  adopting  the  protec¬ 
tive  coloration  of  mock-heterosexual  marriages 
and  mock-heterosexual  monogamy.  But  straights 
don’t  care  any  more  for  respectable  homosexuals 
than  they  care  for  faggot  sluts. 

It’s  time  to  start  questioning  where  money  sent 
to  AIDS  projects  goes.  It’s  time  to  ask  who  is  run¬ 
ning  these  things,  and  by  what  right  they  are 
negotiating  away  our  baths,  our  bookstores,  and, 
in  Texas,  our  liberties.  And  just  because  it’s 
printed  on  safe-sex  card,  doesn’t  make  it  so. 
Sincerely, 

Lars  Eighner 
Austin,  TX 


larouche  at  work 

Dear  GCN: 

I  think  it’s  necessary  to  warn  everyone  about 
Lyndon  LaRouche  and  his  National  Democratic 
Policy  Committee.  This  right-wing  nut  has  decid¬ 
ed  to  ride  the  AIDS  paranoia  bandwagon.  Here  in 
California  his  group  is  collecting  signatures  in  an 
attempt  to  get  a  referendum  on  the  state  ballot 
that  would  “require  screening  and  perhaps 
quarantine”  of  people  with  AIDS.  In  addition, 
the  referendum  would  override  state  and  county 
ordinances  that  prohibit  discrimination  against 
people  with  AIDS  and  override  provisions  that 
guarantee  anonymity. 

The  public  needs  to  be  educated  about  AIDS  so 
scare  tactics  like  this  will  not  succeed. 

Sincerely, 

Peter  Sabatini 
Irvine,  CA 


Philadelphia.  Fearing  for  their  daughter’s  safety,  they  acquiesced  to  the  white  neighbors’ 
demands.  They  moved,  but  arsonists  still  set  fire  to  their  home. 

Consider  the  above:  Black  people,  women,  men,  and  children  leading  rather  ordinary 
lives,  pursuing  the  rather  ordinary  dreams  of  raising  children,  traveling  to  work,  making  a 
home.  Black  dreams  are  dashed  like  water  against  rock,  like  a  command  waved,  like  a  pen 
clicking.  I  dare  myself  to  dream. 

In  recent  years,  the  dream  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  has  been  supplanted  by  a 
dream  of  materialism,  which  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  freedom  to  consume  in  a 
marketplace  that  snatches  our  money,  some  $200  billion  annually,  but  refuses  to  employ 
many  of  us  in  the  bargain.  Concurrently,  I  must  consider  how  much  of  my  personal  dream  is 
predicated  upon  deferring  another’s.  How  is  the  gold  chain  around  my  neck,  my  wrist,  my 
ankle,  linked  to  South  Africa?  Is  the  diamond  in  my  pinky  ring  the  crystallized  tear  of  a 
Black  South  African  miner  who  earns  one-fifth  of  what  a  white  miner  does? 

Black  dreams.  We  are  permitted  to  dream  of  being  star  athletes,  lotto  winners,  and  mega¬ 
rich  entertainers.  That  is  it.  These  are  the  dreams,  which  have  been  dreamt  for  us,  by 
Madison  Avenue,  by  Hollywood,  to  maintain  us  precisely  where  we  are:  cogs  in  a  machine, 
fodder  for  the  cannon,  our  backs  as  bridges.  I  am  not  a  statistician  but  I  do  know  this:  As  a 
Black  gay  man  the  odds  are  more  in  my  favor  when  it  comes  to  police  brutality,  illiteracy, 
unemployment,  imprisonment,  life  expectancy,  AIDS,  homicide.  With  dull,  lifeless  eyes,  I 
spin  the  wheel  of  fortune. 

As  January  20  approaches,  the  first  time  that  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.’s  birthday  is 
celebrated  as  a  national  holiday,  I  cannot  help  but  ponder  his  dream:  that  opportunity  is  not 
color-coded,  that  we  —  all  of  us  —  can  live  in  a  world  of  mutual  respect,  dignity,  and 
freedom. 

I  dare  myself  to  dream  in  full  and  living  color. 

Joseph  Beam  is  a  freelance  writer  and  editor  of  In  the  Life:  A  Black  Gay  Anthology 
forthcoming  from  Alyson  Publications.  He  lives  in  Philadelphia. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  1 67  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Can  You 
Stuff  an 
Envelope? 

Well  then,  we  have 
just  the  thing  to 
keep  you  off  the  streets. 

Friday  evenings  at  6. 

Do  come  by. 

167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor. 
On  the  Boston  Common. 


Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  thirteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 

.  ■  “  1 

Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

My  name  is  Address 

i  City  State  Zip 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 
25  weeks  $1750  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

1  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 
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“ roses  . . .  tom,  thrown,  crushed !” 


Sex  Obscured  in  Williams  Productions 


Cat  on  a  Hot  Tin  Roof  by  Ten¬ 
nessee  Williams.  Directed  by 
Spiro  Veloudos.  With  M.  Lynda 
Robinson,  Robert  Bouffier, 
Patricia  Pellows,  Bill  Barnard.  At 
the  Lyric  Stage.  Through 
February  9th. 

Suddenly  Last  Summer  and 
Something  Unspoken  by  Ten¬ 
nessee  Williams.  Directed  by 
Deborah  Scaglione.  With  Nola 
Bonecutter,  Sandy  Snyder,  Mary 
Klug,  Michael  Z.  Keamy,  Terry 
Stoecker,  BoB  Knapp,  Gaila 
Newburg.  At  the  New  Ehrlich. 
Through  February  8th. 

By  Michael  Bronski 
Last  year  Jessica  Tandy,  while 
in  rehearsal  for  the  Broadway- 
bound  The  Glass  Menagerie,  com¬ 
mented  during  an  interview  about 
Tennessee  Williams:  “The  mo¬ 
ment  he  died  he  suddenly  became 
a  national  treasure.  Well,  he 


always  was  a  national  treasure. 
But  before  he  died,  he  couldn’t 
get  the  time  of  day.”  And  true 
enough  in  America,  when  you’re 
an  artist,  they  either  love  you  or 
hate  you.  And  when  you’re  Ten¬ 
nessee  Williams  there  is  a  lot  for 
mainstream  America  to  hate  —  or 
at  least  be  wary  about.  Not  only 
was  he  an  avowed  homosexual,  a 
notorious  drinker  and  pill  popper, 
and  a  publicity  hound,  he  also  in¬ 
sisted  upon  writing  plays  that  had 
to  do  —  quite  clearly  —  with  sex. 
If  he  has  done  nothing  else,  he  can 
be  credited  with  legitimizing  sex¬ 
ual  passion  as  a  motivating  force 
in  contemporary  drama. 

Since  his  death,  Williams’  work 
has  been  going  through  a  period 
of  revivals.  Broadway  had  The 
Glass  Menagerie,  London’s  West 
End  mounted  a  critically  acclaim¬ 
ed  Sweet  Bird  of  Youth,  his  col¬ 
lected  short  stories  have  been 


published  and  a  complete, 
definitive  collection  of  plays  is 
promised.  Now  Boston  has, 
simultaneously,  productions  of 
two  of  his  best-known  plays:  Cat 
on  a  Hot  Tin  Roof  and  Suddenly 
Last  Summer.  Both  plays  receive 
competent  productions  while  at 
the  same  time  highlighting  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  performing  —  both  for 
sound  and  sense  —  Williams. 

Cat  on  a  Hot  Tin  Roof,  at  the 
Lyric  Stage,  is  perhaps  the  more 
satisfying  of  the  two  productions, 
if  only  because  it  presents  fewer 
problems  for  director,  actors  and 
audience.  Written  in  1955,  Cat 
won  a  Pulitzer  when  it  was 
presented  on  Broadway.  It  is  a 
play  that  established  Williams  as  a 
major  playwright  who  dealt  with 
adult  (i.e.  sexual)  themes  and  one 
whose  work  could  shock  and  still 
be  called  art.  Cat  concerns  the 
marriage  of  Brick  (Robert  Bouf¬ 


fier),  an  ex-jock  who  has  taken  to 
drink  after  the  death  of  his  (pro¬ 
bably)  platonic  best  friend,  and 
Maggie  (M.  Lynda  Robinson),  a 
determined  woman  who  is  equally 
after  Brick’s  family  money  and 
getting  her  husband  away  from 
the  bottle  and  back  into  bed.  This 
tug  of  war  is  fought  during  the 
65th  birthday  party  for  Brick’s 
father,  Big  Daddy  (Bill  Barnard) 
who  is  dying  of  cancer. 

Cat  is  a  nervous  play,  full  of 
pent  up  energy  and  slightly 
unlikable  characters.  In  his  pro¬ 
duction  notes  Williams  instructs 
the  set  designer  to  give  the  actors 
plenty  of  free  space  to  move 
around  in  to  show  their 
restlessness.  This  is  a  problem  at 
the  Lyric  with  its  small  playing 
area,  but  more  problematic  is  the 
closed  emotion  feel  of  this  pro¬ 
duction.  M.  Lynda  Robinson,  as 
Maggie,  is  described  as  “a  cat  on  a 


hot  tin  roof,”  but  she  seems  more 
frustrated  than  driven.  Maggie 
may  be  after  Brick’s  family 
money,  but  she  is  also  a  clearly 
sexual  person  who  is  furious  at  her 
husband  for  refusing  to  go  to  bed 
with  her.  What  was  shocking 
about  Cat  on  a  Hot  Tin  Roof  in 
1955,  and  could  still  be  potent 
now,  is  the  power  and  force  of  her 
sexual  desire.  The  play  itself  is 
relatively  straightforward  and  the 
Lyric’s  company  winds  us  through 
Williams’  laconic  but  heated 
dialogue  with  an  assuredness 
which  brings  out  the  play’s  sense. 
It  is  exactly  this  competence  which 
obscures  the  drive  and  sex-energy 
that  gives  Cat  its  deeper 
resonance. 

Suddenly  Last  Summer 
premiered  in  1958  and  was  one  of 
the  first  big  hits  on  the  newly 

Continued  on  page  7 


INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


L-\c 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
617  353  1500 


Concerned  About 

AIDS  and  HEALTH  INSURANCE? 

If  you  are  working,  we  offer  disability  coverage  and 
guaranteed  supplemental  health  insurance.  No  medical  ex¬ 
am  necessary. 

ROGERS  &  OINIS  AGENCY 

404  Mass.  Ave.,  Arlington 

643-3040 

V _ __ _ J 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 


Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


Your  ad  could  be  here 
for  under  $1 5. 

Call  Laurie  at 
426-4469 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc. .  etc  .  etc.  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  loo! ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  Y0BK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
N  &  S.  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  ot  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire.  Ohio,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont.  W.  Virginia. 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  for  men 
$20;  The  rest  of  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men's  coverage  only. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station, 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  tirsl  class  mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  tor  further 
information,  send  stamped  sell-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  la 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  Irom  Gla  d 
Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St. .  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


JlCorgore/  J1C.  Sapre 

insurance  fJlgency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  insurance 

•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments  I22KS?)  *  ®Pen  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 

•  Notary  Public  \jg-y  Sat-  f  0*4  PM 

277-8187  697  Washington  Street,  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 


healthy  teeth... they're  a  team  effort 

Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Hydp  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 
.  Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


Join  our  active,  short-term  group  for 
clients  wanting  to  learn  more  about 
how  to  relate  to  others. 


Serving  the  community  since  1976 


Boston  Danvers 

45  Newbury  St.  5  Elm  St. 

262-9116  774-0142 

near  Arlington  T  stop 


Cambridge 
51  Brattle  St. 


behavior 

associates 


Specializing  in  short-term, 
problem-focused  therapy 


1080  BELMONT  STREET 
WATERTOWN,  MA  02172 


489-4047 


HAIR  SKIN  NAILS 
MEN  AND  WOMEN 

AVANTGARDE  NEWWAVE  TRADITIONAL 
WAXING  MAKE-UP  PERMS  COLORS 


Gay  Operated  Doug  &  Jay  Minutes  from  Rt.  128  &  Mass.  Pike 


1  ,Fenway\^ 

*  ( Community 

\. Health  J 

X Center  y 

Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable. 

He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  gay,  lesbian  and  women's 
health  care.  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 

You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 


16  HAVILAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

We  accept  VISA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


BOOK 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  C 

REVIEW 

BOOK 

SAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  ( 

REVIEW 

BOOK 

SAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  ( 

REVIEW 

B  0  0  K 

SAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

REVIEW 

One  Hundred  Percent  Camp,  but  Not  Casual 


I’ve  a  Feeling  We're  Not  in  Kansas 
Anymore:  Tales  from  Gay  Manhattan 

Ethan  Mordden 

St.  Martin's  Press,  New  York,  1985 
$12.95,  193  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Tim  Walton 

These  are  tales  of  the  city.  But  they  are  as  unlike 
Tales  of  the  City  as  New  York  is  unlike  San 
Francisco.  There’s  no  mellow  mixing  of  straight 
and  gay  in  these  pages.  We’re  not  all  just  folk,  thank 
you.  Here  is  100  percent  fagola.  The  separation  and 
definition  of  “gay”  is  as  stringently  delineated  in  these 
stories  as  the  muscles  on  a  well-gymmed  body.  In  their 
purity,  they  could  be  called  fairy  tales  (or  folk  tales  for 
fairies),  but  there’s  nothing  rustic  or  quaint  about  these 
hip,  urban  characters,  with  their  “self-willing  sensuality 
and  self-spoofing  satire.”  And  yet,  like  folk  tales  the 
world  over,  they  tell  us,  the  folk,  about  ourselves  (even 
when  we  don’t  live  in  the  ghetto  where  they  take  place). 

The  teller  of  these  stories,  a  persona  I’ll  refer  to  as 
“Bud,”  muses  at  the  outset  “that  all  gay  life  is  stories  — 
that  all  these  stories  are  about  love  somehow  or  other.” 
The  “somehow”  in  these  eleven  stories  is  sometimes  very, 
“other.”  The  best  “other”  is  a  coming-out  story 
occurring  at  Christmas,  the  ultimate  family  setting, 
decked  with  the  holly  of  “very  rich.”  Another  is  hardly  a 
story  at  all,  but  rather  a  musing  on  Fire  Island  (the 
locale  for  three  bona  fide  stories),  on  one’s  place  there 
and  in  “Gay.”  The  rest  take  place  in  Manhattan, 
sometime  between  Stonewall  and  AIDS,  with  the 
familiar  backdrop  of  late  ’70s  gay  male  urban  culture. 
(Refreshingly,  the  familiar  backdrop  is  very  much  in  the 
back.)  “Gay”  is  the  invariable  subject  of  these  pieces, 
but  “Gay,”  as  claimed,  turns  out  mostly  to  be  about 
love. 

Carson  with  his  looks  and  money  can  have  anyone 
he  wants.  But  no  one  lasts.  They  become  known. 
“What  is  life  without  mystery?”  Carson  needs  someone 
who  can  last  because  he  can't  be  known  —  a  hustler! 

Mac  wants  true  love  or  nothing.  He  browses 
through  his  archival  porn  collection  and  fantasizes  who 
he  would  choose  for  the  ultimate  one-night  stand.  He 
shares  his  fantasy  with  his  friends.  They  arrange  the  one 
night,  but  others,  many  others,  follow. 

Alex  becomes  friends  with  his  straight  neighbor, 
Joe,  then  becomes  friendly  with  him,  very  friendly, 
when  his  girlfriend  walks.  Joe  likes  to  think  of  the  two 
of  them  as  “buddies.”  A  different  word  occurs  to  Alex. 
Things  come  to  a  head  after  a  crisis  on  the  dance  floor. 

And  Peter  Hawkins... beautiful,  desired,  and 
uncommitted  until  he  falls  in  love  for  the  first  time  at 
34.  The  Incredible  Jeff  McDonald,  with  Thighs  of 
Death,  is  ten  years  Peter’s  senior  in  life,  and  more,  in 
love.  Peter  thinks  to  keep  intact  his  “First  Principle  of 
Rational  Living:  being  private.”  But  Jeff,  for  whom 
“nothing  is  enough”  and  “hurt”  is  an  anagram  of 
“love,”  is  out  to  shred  Peter’s  Principle. 

Bud  not  only  tells  these  tales  but  figures  actively  in 
most  of  them.  He  is  accompanied  by  a  sorority  of 
neighbors:  the  formidable  Dennis  Savage,  Archon  of 
the  Circuit  and  Arbiter  of  Gay;  his  very  junior  consort, 
the  ever-just-off-the-bus-from  Cleveland  twink  Little 
Kiwi;  and  Bauhaus,  “Little  Kiwi’s  phenomenally  D-list 
dog.”  One  story  is  entirely  given  over  to  them  (how  Bud 
and  Dennis  Savage  adapt  as  buddies  to  Little  Kiwi’s 
becoming  the  latter’s  lover),  and  their  campy 
appearance  (“fag  vaudeville,”  as  one  lover  complains  in 
the  middle  of  a  quarrel)  draws  us  along  through  and 
varies  the  other  stories. 


ijgf,  yiniK.;. 


Ethan  Mordden 

From  my  description  so  far,  I’ve  a  Feeling  might 
seem  to  be  just  a  long  afternoon  of  soap  opera  cum 
camp  chorus.  This  leaves  out,  though,  the  narrator’s 
viewpoint,  which  gives  these  stories  much  of  their 
special  mood.  Bud  tells  us  stories  about  love,  and  he 
figures  in  all  of  them  as  an  actor,  but  none  of  these 
stoies  is  about  Bud  in  love. 


Bud  stands  at  a  critical  distance  from  love  and  from 
the  circuit,  in  which,  as  these  stories  attest,  love  “some¬ 
how  or  other”  is  the  overriding  preoccupation.  But  sits 
alpne  at  his  typewriter  and  wonders  through  his  stories: 
what  is  it  about  a  lover  that  makes  him,  that  requires 
him  to  be,  inscrutable?  What  is  it  about  our  innermost 
fantasies  that  doesn’t  allow  them  to  be  shared?  What  is 
it  about  “gay”  and  “straight”  that  keeps  them  apart  and 
distinct?  What  is  is  about  “love”  (or  whatever  it  is)  that 
requires  the  shredding  of  each  other’s  privacy? 

The  tone  of  these  questions  is  inquisitive,  not 
meditative.  But,  to  the  dismay  of  his  gayer  friends, 
makes  “cases”  out  of  everything.  He’s  reproached  “for 
having  the  sensitivity  of  Mickey  Spillane”  and  “the  eyes 
of  a  cop.”  Appropriately,  he  writes  up  his  “cases”  in  a 
style  that  owes  more  to  Dashiell  Hammett  than  Ronald 
Firbank.  And  it’s  this  very  private  dick,  meandering 
about  the  stage,  now  joining  the  chorus,  now  inter¬ 
acting  with  the  principals,  who  gives  these  stories  their 
very  special  feel. 

Sleuthing  Out  “Gay”  is  best  realized  in  the  longest 
and  most  ambitious  story,  “The  Case  of  the  Dangerous 
Man.”  Carlo,  Bud’s  “most  beautiful  friend,”  has  love 
affairs  you  can  time  the  seasons  by:  he  falls  in  love  in 
Fall  and  drops  his  lovers  in  Spring.'  He’s  so  good- 
looking  the  rejected  take  it  as  their  due  and  so  sweet 
that  every  April  he  collects  another  best  friend.  Carlo, 
in  Dennis  Savage’s  three-part  typology,  is  “Chatty 
Cock... the  spirit  of  the  Circuit,”  who  just  lets  things 
happen,  for  whom  “everything  is  casual  narcissism.” 

Carlo  and  his  lovers  are  people  with  jobs  but  no 
career.  (Bud,  by  contrast,  is  so  absorbed  in  his  career  as 
a  writer  that  he  is  typed  as  “Murder  Cock.”)  When 
Little  Kiwi  as  Inspector  Wilberforce,  abetted  by  the 
canine  wonder  Secret  Mantis,  asks  Carlo’s  new  lover 
Daniel  what  he  does  for  a  living  (a  question  that  never 
occurred  to  Carlo!),  he  answers,  “That’s  a  secret.”  From 
Carlo,  too!  It  stays  a  secret,  and  before  the  year  is  out, 
Carlo  wants  out. 

Continued  on  Book  Review  page  8 


Bleak  British  Frontiers  of  Feminist  Sci-Fi 


Despatches  from  the  Frontiers  of  the 
Female  Mind 

Edited  by  Jen  Green  &  Sarah  Lefanu 
The  Women’s  Press,  London 
$5.95,  248pp. 

Memoirs  of  a  Spacewoman 

Naomi  Mitchison 

The  Women’s  Press,  London 

$4.95,  160  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Miranda  Kolbe 

Despatches  from  the  Frontiers  of  the  Female  Mind 
and  Memoirs  of  a  Spacewoman  are  part  of  a  new 
series  of  science  fiction  published  by  the 
Women’s  Press  in  London.  The  series  is  intended  as  part 
of  the  feminist  revisionism  of  this  genre  usually  thought 
of  as  male-oriented  and  largely  directed  at  an  audience 
of  teenage  boys.  Women  characters  sit  firmly  at  the 
center  of  each  story,  and  the  problems  which  concern 
these  futuristic  femmes  are  those  which  concern  us  as 
well:  worklives,  relationships,  mothering,  our  roles  in 
relation  to  those  who  are  unlike  ourselves. 

Despatches  from  the  Frontiers  of  the  Female  Mind, 


an  anthology  of  short  fiction,  contains  17  selections  that 
vary  as  much  in  their  content  as  in  their  quality.  The 
best  of  these  stories  afford  us  new  ways  of  imagining 
ourselves;  by  taking  us  out  of  our  everyday  reality,  they 
force  us  to  look  more  sharply  at  the  moral  and  personal 
dilemmas  which  we  face  each  day.  In  the  worst  of  this 
fiction,  however,  the  emphasis  on  ethics  seems  to  have 
superseded  the  authors’  interests  in  their  characters,  and 
consequently  the  characters  become  merely  utilitarian, 
two-dimensional,  dull. 

One  of  my  favorite  stories  in  Despatches  was  Lisa 
Tuttle’s  “From  a  Sinking  Ship.”  In  it  Susannah,  the 
protagonist,  is  a  researcher  of  cetacean  life  —  she 
spends  her  days  caring  for,  training,  and  learning  from 
two  dolphins  named  Josie  and  Elmer.  Susannah  is  a 
loner  among  humans;  with  the  dolphins,  and 
particularly  with  Josie ,  she  is  able  for  the  first  time  to 
feel  a  strong  connection.  Upon  meeting  the  dolphins, 
Susannah  reflects,  “It  was  love  at  first  sight.” 

When  the  story  begins,  Susannah  has  a  dream  in 
which  the  dolphins  are  leaving.  She  wakes  crying, 
imagining  her  isolation  without  Josie  and  Elmer  in  her 
life.  Susannah  interprets  the  dream  as  a  prophetic . 
message,  communicating  a  truth  which  she  would  be 
unable  to  grasp  when  awake.  On  the  next  day  when  she 
observes  the  dolphins  in  an  agitated  state,  she  resolves 

Continued  on  Book  Review  page  7 
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An  Ordinary  Woman’s  Extraordinary  Visions 


Leaning  Forward 

Grace  Paley 

Granite  Press,  Penobscot,  Maine,  1985 
$8.95,  90  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Miranda  Kolbe 

In  the  poem  for  which  she  titled  her  new  collection, 
Grace  Paley  imagines  herself  standing  by  the 
Hudson  River,  “leaning  forward /projecting  a  little 
into  the  bright  harbor.”  She  muses,  “If  only  a 
topographer  in  a  helicopter /would  pass  over  my 
shadow /I  might  be  imposed  forever /on  the  maps  of 
this  city.” 

This  modest  ambition  speaks  well  for  Paley ’s  new 
collection.  Throughout  Leaning  Forward  she  offers  us 
an  ordinary  woman’s  vision  of  ordinary  lives.  Hers  is  a 
vision  of  fragments:  “Look  here,”  Paley  seems  to  say, 
“now,  look  here.”  Refusing  to  move  beyond  such  im¬ 
mediate  perceptions,  she  forces  us  to  witness  the  scenes 
of  her  life  as  they  stand,  side-by-side,  intact.  It  is  only 
after  one  has  stepped  back  from  this  book  that  the 
poems  begin  to  coalesce,  creating  a  vision  of  the  world 
that  is  uniquely  Paley ’s  own. 

Leaning  Forward  opens  with  the  poem ,  “a  woman 
invented  fire,”  a  lyrical  re-creation  of  the  history  of  the 
world.  Taking  the  ball  of  flame  from  out  of  Pro¬ 
metheus’  hands  and  placing  it  in  a  woman’s  arms  in¬ 
stead,  Paley  has  us  imagine  fire  as  a  wheel,  spinning 
down  from  generation  to  generation  matrilineally,  until 
it  comes  to  rest  with  the  narrator,  at  home  in  the  even¬ 
ing. 

Thus,  Paley  sets  the  stage  for  the  rest  of  Leaning 
Forward,  a  series  of  visitations  to  Paley ’s  various  homes, 
in  which  she  shows  continual  concern  for  the  in¬ 
heritance  of  the  children  in  these  places.  She  begins  by 
taking  us  to  New  York  City,  and  then  to  Thetsford, 
Vermont.  Interspersed  with  these  are  poems  about 
Jerusalem,  about  her  parents,  her  grandparents,  and 
her  husband.  Then,  in  the  final  section  of  the  book, 
Paley  broadens  these  views  by  showing  us  the  world  as 
her  home.  Leaning  Forward  concludes  with  “That 
Year,”  a  beautiful  poem  about  the  legacies  left  by 
grandparents  to  their  grandchild.  Theirs  are  legacies  of 
struggle  and  hope,  ones  which  will  requite  their  grand¬ 
daughter  to  look  to  her  conscience  and  act: 

yes  there  will  be  revolution 
then  there  will  be  revolution  then 
once  more  then  the  earth  itself 


will  turn  and  turn  and  cry  out  oh  I 
have  been  made  sick 

then  you  my  little  bud 
must  flower  to  save  it. 

Some  of  my  favorite  poems  in  Paley’s  collection  are 
those  which  concentrate  on  New  York  City.  Seen 
through  Paley’s  eyes,  that  “great  metropolis”  takes  on 
the  qualities  of  old-fashioned  neighborhoods:  “on,  the 
corner  of  Mott  Street /Bob  Nichols  is  making  a  play¬ 
ground”;  “The  boys  from  St.  Bernard’s / and  the  boys 
from  /  Our  Lady  of  Pompeii  /  converge  on  the  corner  of 
Bleeker  and  Bank.”  Like  the  cover  of  Leaning  Forward 
in  which  an  aerial  view  of  Manhattan  is  surrounded  by  a 
background  of  thick,  green  grass,  the  poems  about  New 
York  are  like  snapshots  taken  from  a  front  stoop, 
familiar  and  immediate,  which  at  the  same  time 
manage  to  give  off  a  sense  of  the  city  as  a  whole.  I  felt 
while  reading  these  poems  that  I  was  travelling  with  a 
woman  who  knew  her  subject  well,  who  was  willing  to 
take  time  to  stop  at  street  corners,  and  to  converse  with 
the  people  who  walked  by. 

Another  section  of  the  book  I  particularly  enjoyed 
was  “Some  Nearly  Songs.”  Three  poems  which  read  like 
children’s  verse,  these  “Nearly  Songs”  allow  their 
repeated  refrains  to  drum  their  questions  home  in  a 
voice  that  is  by  turns  simple  and  witty  and  wise.  Here 
Paley  uses  her  Russian  Jew’s  voice  to  its  best  advantage, 
letting  the  occasional  rhymes  rise  and  fall  as  her 
speakers  frame  their  questions:  what  can  I  do?  what  is 
left  of  my  world?  what  can  I  say.  to  my  children? 

Paley’s  four  poems  about  Vietnam  make  up  one  of 
the  most  ambitious  sequences  in  the  book.  These  four 
poems  build  on  one  another,  forcing  us  to  look  hard  at 
the  lives  of  the  people  in  Vietnam,  and  at  our  roles  in 
those  lives  during  the  Vietnam  War. 

In  the  second,  and  I  think  strongest,  poem  in  this 
series,  “Two  Villages,”  Paley  lists  the  destruction  caused 
by  the  bombing  of  two  Vietnamese  villages  during  the 
war.  Then,  in  a  voice  that  is  quiet  but  not  resigned,  she 
describes  the  reactions  of  two  men  to  these  atrocities. 
The  poem  concludes:  “Mr.  Tuong  of  the  Fatherland 
Front /has  a  little  book /in  it  he  keeps  the  facts /carefully 
added.”  I  found  this  understated  reminder  to  be  chill¬ 
ing,  especially  when  considered  in  contrast  to  the  ways 
events  are  quickly  sensationalized,  and  as  quickly 
forgotten,  here  in  this  country. 

Unfortunately,  the  other  three  poems  in  this  series 
are  weaker  than  “Two  Villages,”  and  as  a  result  the  sec¬ 
tion  as  a  whole  falls  flat.  Unlike  the  rest  of  the  poems  in 
Leaning  Forward,  these  seem  to  want  to  wrap  things  up 


Grace  Paley 


quickly,  and  are  based  on  abstractions  rather  than  the 
careful ,  precise  images  which  make  the  rest  of  this  book 
so  strong. 

Leaning  Forward  is  a  wonderful  book.  Throughout 
it,  Paley  manages  to  bring  together  themes  as  various  as 
senility  and  imperialism,  religion  and  sex,  money  and 
old  age,  in  a  voice  that  is  as  strong  and  unique  as  any  I 
have  read.  Moreover,  Paley  is  able  to  bring  to  each  of 
her  subjects  a  buoyant  optimism  that  is  not  dulled  by 
taking  a  hard  look  at  the  facts.  If  allowed  one  wish,  she 
writes,  it  would  be  for  good  luck,  “and  goodbye  to  sad 
forever.” 

I  remember  reading  recently  about  the  way  books 
used  to  be  bound.  Each  of  the  pages  was  sewn  together 
at  the  top,  and  the  person  reading  it  would  have  to  cut 
open  each  leaf  in  order  to  move  on  to  the  next  page.  I 
can’t  help  but  think  that  such  a  method  of  binding 
would  benefit  a  book  like  Leaning  Forward.  Knife  in 
hand,  one  would  have  to  turn  the  pages  slowly,  slicing 
each  one  open  like  a  bright  orange,  in  the  evening,  at 
home. 


Polar  Simplicities  Mar  Lesbian  Mystery 


Soul  Snatcher 

Camerin  Grae 

Blazon  Books,  Chicago,  1985 
$8.95,  216  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Julie  Ogletree 


Camarin  Grae’s  Soul  Snatcher  is  disturbing. 
Intended  as  a  mystery  story,  it  is  not  so  much  the 
plot,  but  how  the  twists  of  plot  approach  issues  of 
fusion  and  identity  in  the  lesbian  community  that  make 
it  so  unsettling.  While  the  novel  includes  moments  of 
traditional  chair-gripping  uncertainty,  what  is  most 
disturbing  is  its  eerie,  almost  sinister  undertone. 

The  story,  set  primarily  in  present-day  Chicago,  centers 
around  Sharia,  a  troubled  young  woman  who  has  fled  her 
Portland,  Oregon  home  on  the  eve  of  her  wedding.  As 
she  wanders  around  the  city,  two  different  women  mistake 
her  for  a  woman  named  Meredith.  Sharia  doesn’t  correct 
their  misidentification  and  is  fascinated  by  the  women 
who  are  “unlike  any  women”  she  has  ever  met.  Further 
quirks  of  fate  find  her  inside  Meredith’s  apartment.  When 
Sharia  finds  a  photograph  of  Meredith,  she  is  amazed  to 
learn  that  they  look  exactly  alike. 

Directionless  and  without  connections  in  a  strange  city, 
Sharia  becomes  fascinated  with  Meredith  and  is  compelled 
to  find  out  more  about  her  life.  This  compulsion  becomes 
an  obsession  after  Sharia  learns  that  Meridith  will  not  be 
back  in  Chicago  for  three  months.  Taking  full  advantage 
of  her  access  to  Meredith’s  home,  Sharia  explores  all  her 
possessions  and  archives  —  journals,  books,  photographs 
and  films.  Eventually,  Sharia  steps  into  Meredith’s  life, 
impersonating  her  and  abandoning  her  own  identity. 

Grae  holds  tension  early  in  the  book  as  Sharia  intrudes 
more  and  more  into  Meredith’s  life.  We  wonder  anxiously 
if  she  will  be  found  out.  We  know  little  about  the  real 
Meredith  and  what  has  become  of  her  on  the  West  Coast. 
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Or  why  her  friends,  who  Sharia  has  begun  to  socialize 
with,  are  willing  to  accept  her  apparent  early  return  so 
unquestioningly.  We  wonder  how  she  will  cope  with 
Meredith’s  return.  The  Sharia- turned-Meredith  runs  into 
few  obstacles  in  her  imitation. 

The  plot  thickens  as  the  time  for  the  real  Meredith  to 
return  to  Chicago  nears.  Grae  has  created  in  the  two 
identical  women  polar  opposites  in  terms  of  personality 
and  self-esteem:  Sharia  is  the  wimp  and  Meredith,  the 
star.  Since  impersonating  Meredith,  Sharia  has  become 
happier  than  ever  before;  faced  with  life  without 
Meredith’s  persona,  Sharia  can  only  imagine  suicide.  As 
Meredith’s  return  approaches,  Sharia  convinces  herself  that 
Meredith  has  somehow  stolen  her  soul  and  plots  to  steal  it 
back.  The  novel  carries  us  through  this  confrontation  and 
onto  an  ambiguous,  equally  unsettling  end. 

As  Sharia  uncovers  Meredith’s  life  she  flashes  back  on 
her  own  past  and  reconsiders  the  present.  First  stunned  at 
her  discovery  of  Meredith’s  lesbianism,  she  soon  embraces 
it  and  claims  it  for  herself  —  at  least  in  the  guise  of 
Meredith.  This  vehicle  allows  Grae  to  portray  the  evolving 
life  of  a  lesbian  (Sharia’s),  as  well  as  that  of  an  established 
dyke  filmmaker  (Meredith)  who  is  admired  and  powerful 
in  her  community.  The  women  in  Meredith’s  life  and  her 
relationships  seem  believable  renditions  of  the  community 
—  ex-lovers,  friends,  creative  colleagues.  We  watch 
Sharia’s  delight  as  she  discovers  how  differently  she  feels 
about  herself  when  she  approaches  people  with  Meredith’s 
confident  wise-cracking  stance.  Grae  allows  Sharia 
moments  of  being  herself  when  she  must  extend  her 
portrayal  of  Meredith  in  ways  Meredith’s  journals  and 
films  haven’t  shown  her  —  this  is  most  visible  in  her  script 
writing  for  Meredith’s  friend  Emma  and  her  affair  with 
Meredith’s  ex-lover,  Allison.  But  Sharia  never  sees  that  she 
could  feel  good  about  herself  or  her  ability  without  “being 
Meredith.”  We  see  hints  of  her  potential  but  most  oftetK- 
we  see  Sharia  as  emotionally  disturbed.  This  is 
unexplained  except  for  references  to  Sharia’s 
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overprotected,  bleak  childhood  and  her  abandonment  as 
an  infant  and  subsequent  adoption. 

It  is  this  failure  and  Grae’s  creation  of  two  such  opposite 
characters,  the  embodiment  of  “all  or  nothing,”  that  make 
this  novel  so  disturbing.  Early  in  the  Hovel,  as  Sharia’s 
impersonation  of  Meredith  was  being  set  up,  I  wanted  to 
stop  reading.  The  unlikely  possibility  of  her  walking  into 
someone’s  life  and  taking  it  on,  the  intrusion  — 
particularly  in  the  context  of  a  community  which  has  so 
much  trouble  with  boundaries  and  separation  —  bothered 
me.  This  novel  has  an  incestuous  quality  to  it.  Sharia  and 
Meredith  eventually  share  personalities,  appearances, 
friends  and  lovers.  Grae  gives  us  the  feeling  that  there  is 
not  enough  self-esteem  or  creativity  or  community  to  go 
around  for  her  to  have  created  two  separate  characters. 
Sharia  and  Meredith  are  offset  as  competitors  and  Sharia 
has  been  given,  by  her  hard  life,  a  malevolent  resentment 
which  she  eventually  vents  violently  on  Meredith. 

As  a  mystery,  Soul  Snatcher  is  adequate,  implausible 
and  in  some  ways  predictible,  yet  entertaining  and 
capabable  of  holding  interest.  I  wish  that  Grae  had  found 
other  vehicles  through  which  to  explore  her  interests  in 
what  forms  personality  and  life  choices  —  childhood 
experience  versus  heredity  and  detailing  the  labrynths  of  a 
lesbian  community  —  minus  the  violence  and  polar 
simplicity  of  Soul  Snatcher.  Meredith  is  an  interesting  and 
positive  character  as  are  many  of  her  friends  and  Grae’s 
portrait  of  lesbian  community  is  familiar.  Yet,  these 
aspects  are  overshadowed  by  Grae’s  sinister  plot.  I’m  left 
wondering  about  the  violence  and  duality  of  the  book. 
Why  does  Grae  make  Meredith  a  superdyke  and  leave 
Sharia  with  so  few  emotional  resources?  Is  this  sinister 
strain  necessary  in  her  view  to  make  the  book  a  mystery  or 
is  it  a  commentary  on  the  lesbian  community?  There  are 
no  clues  to  these  questions  except  those  found  in  the 
reader’s  imagination. 


Marilyn  Humphries 


Failure  of  Imagination,  Perfection  of  Lyric 


Waiting  for  the  Virgin 

Gavin  Dillard 

The  Sea  Horse  Press,  New  York,  1983 
$3.93,  63  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Scott  Tucker 


St.  John  of  the  Cross  wrote  love  poems,  addressed  to 
God  and  drenched  in  sex;  Gavin  Dillard  plays  a 
variation  on  this  grand  old  theme  by  writing  erotic 
poetry  drenched  in  religion.  The  cover  photo  of  his  new 
book  is  itself  an  icon,  and  can  be  read  for  the  signs  and 
symbols  which  run  through  his  poetry.  The  gorgeous 
but  glum  young  poet  squats  by  a  window,  facing  the 
light,  asexually  naked  with  his  hands  crossed  over  his 
cock,  a  photo  of  a  woman  (probably  his  mother)  on  the 
wall  behind  him,  and  a  small  cross  hanging  round  his 
neck  like  an  albatross.  There  is  a  Christian  and 
patriarchal  undercurrent  in  Dillard’s  religion,  and  he 
looks  for  salvation  in  his  love  for  a  woman. 

As  in  his  earlier  book,  Notes  from  a  Marriage ,  his 
poems  are  dated  like  entries  in  a  diary.  That  first  book 
consisted  of  modernist  haiku,  and  told  the  somewhat 
kinky  story  of  his  love  for  a  man,  as  in  this  poem:  “i 
don’t  cry  anymore  when /he  hits  me  /  /  it  only  makes  him 
stop.”  Dillard’s  new  poems  are  still  written  in  tele¬ 
graphic  lines,  but  they  are  more  substantial  and  lyrical, 
and  the  whole  book  has  the  deep  structure  of  an 
obsession. 

In  some  poems  disgust  of  his  own  gay  self  and  of 
other  gay  men  wells  up,  and  the  imagery,  especially 
smoke,  is  infernal.  In  “the  statue”  Dillard  portrays  a  gay 
man  who  is  “cold  and  granite,”  a  man  who  “escaped  the 
ghetto  but/the  ghetto  kept/his  soul.”  Only  in  one 
poem,  “counterpoint,”  does  he  imagine  two  men  truly 
loving,  but  this  hardly  counts  as  counterpoint  in  the 
music  of  the  whole  book.  Dillard  envies  straight  men, 
both  longing  for  them  and  longing  to  be  them.  In  one 
poem  he  writes,  “all  men  were  meant  to  be /farmers 
to /care  for  the  earth  to /obey  her  command.”  We  might 
ask  Dillard,  “Are  women  not  meant  to  be  farmers,  or 
are  they  simply  meant  to  be  fertile  like  Mother  Earth?” 

In  his  love  poems  to  a  woman,  Dillard  usually  tries 
too  hard.  He  tells  himself  and  his  readers  that  he’s 
broken  through  into  a  brave  new  world  of  feeling,  but 
it  usually  sounds  like  the  dull,  old  world  of  kitsch:  “that 
night  that  morning  we  would /spend  together  in 
soft /reverie  consummating /the  depths  of  our 
emotions.”  This  is  lazy  coming  from  a  poet  who  knows 
how  to  write  with  genuine  tenderness.  Elsewhere  the 
unabashed  poeticism  almost  saves  itself:  “follow 
her /thighs /and  tremble  at  her/florid  gate.”  Borne 
through  that  gate,  the  poet  longs  to  “pass  through 
once /again /and /so  awaken  in  the /womb  of/neverend- 
ing  light.”  A  florid  style  can  be  the  right  style  for  the 
right  poet,  but  what  if  the  flowers  are  wax? 


In  Dillard’s  poetic  theology,  the  Dark  of 
Queerness  conflicts  with  the  Light  of  True  Love  and 
Manhood.  When  a  woman  lover  can  “make  you  look 
into  her  eyes”  and  when  her  eyes  shine  “like  a  lamp 
without  a /shade,”  then,  Dillard  believes,  “this  is  when 
you  are  a  /man.”  There  are  poems  here  which  relate  a 
pilgrim’s  progress:  “in  choosing  this  path  i/ abandon 
all/others,”  and  to  a  “dear  friend”  he  gives  this  warning 
and  advice:  “don’t  look  for /me  in  the /darkness /follow 
the  light/it  is/the  only  way.”  Can  this  pilgrim’s  light 
truly  be  the  one  light,  and  can  this  way  truly  be  the  only 
way?  What  we  hear  is  the  voice  of  a  convert  carrying 
the  cross  of  his  own  doubt.  And  “the  cross”  is  the  very 
poem  placed  at  the  unquiet  heart  of  this  book,  a  poem 
in  which  the  poet  speaks  of  gay  lovers,  of  “not/knowing 
what  i/want,”  and  “of  a  home  with/wife  and/kids.”  It 
ends  with  an  image  of  Christ  which  is  also  an  image  of 
the  crucified  poet:  “suspended  from  these /wooden 


Gavin  Dillard 


arms /limp /and  passive /loving.” 

The  poet’s  spirit  is  truly  too  limp  and  passive,  and 
the  poetry  is  flawed  by  a  reluctance  to  use  his  head  as 
often  as  he  unburdens  his  heart.  His  faith  in  the 
dogmas  of  gender  leads  him  to  portray  “true”  men  as 
fathers  and  farmers,  and  “true”  women  as  mothers  and 
madonnas.  It’s  a  failure  of  poetic  imagination  not  to  be 
able  to  conceive  of  a  home  and  family  without  a  “wife,” 
even  and  especially  if  Dillard  should  claim  the  right  to 
be  apolitical. 

These  poems  are,  finally,  cries  of  crucifixion.  The 
poet  calls  himself  “an  infant  searching  for /his  mother’s 
dreams,”  but  the  peace  he  longs  for  is  not  found  in  this 
world,  only  in  the  womb  or  death.  He  places  a  burden 
-of  male  longing  on  women  which  no  woman  should 
have  to  bear,  and  feels  he  must  transcend  his  own  gay 
life.  His  faith  poses  nothing  but  drastic  choices:  either 
men  or  women,  either  darkness  or  light,  either  hell  or 
heaven.  He  is  nailed,  body  and  soul,  to  this  cross  of  his 
choices,  and  that  is  why  the  last  three  lines  in  the  last 
poem  (which  I  quote  entire)  resound  in  desperation  to 
my  ears,  rather  than  in  affirmation: 

coda 

is  a  horrible  being 
gay  she 

asked  while  i  was 
stoned 

no  but  when  the  clock  has 

turned  you 

find  yourself  alone 

does  it  hurt  to  have  a 
child  i 
asked  her  in 
the  dark 

yes  but  in  the  morning 
hours  the 
singing  of  a  lark 

then  even  in  the  coldest 
dawn  the 
sun  clings  to  your 
breast 

come  then  let  me  be  your 
son  and 

father  all  the  rest 

This  is  a  troubling  and  perfect  lyric.  For  sheer 
|  sentiment  and  fine  phrasing,  Dillard  at  his  best  is  close 
2  kin  to  the  vanished  Provencal  troubadours  —  the  very 
d  poets  so  responsible  for  making  a  religion  of  romance. 
|  Since  many  of  us  don’t  share  Dillard’s  faith,  however, 
~5  his  crucifixion  remains  much  more  convincing  than  his 
resurrection . 


Hope  without  Solutions  for  Gay  Teenagers 


Just  Hold  On 

Scott  Bunn 

Dell  Publishing,  1984 

$2.23,  paper.  . , 

Reviewed  by  Thomas  Hopkinson 


Recently  released  in  paperback.  Just  Hold  On  is  a 
downbeat,  yet  emotionally  packed  young  adult 
novel  that  the  School  Library  Journal  describes  as 
“Clearly  written... touching... often  funny.”  Endearing 
would  be  a  better  description.  This  book  is  about  as 
funny  as  a  ticking  time-bomb,  with  a  dark  perspective 
and  over-emphasis  on  alcohol,  yet  startlingly  honest 
sexuality. 

At  first  glance,  a  synopsis  of  the  plot  would  make 
anyone  think  twice  about  giving  this  book  to  a 
teenager.  Stephen  is  sixteen  and  wrestling  with  a 
distant  love  for  his  alcoholic  father,  a  condition  which 
repels  him.  Stephen  himself  is  experimenting  with 
drinking  as  well  as  sex.  A  loner,  he  meets  Charlotte,  an 
equally  estranged  schoolmate,  who  hides  a  deeper 
secret,  that  of  an  incestuous  violation  by  her  father. 
These  two  “outsiders”  find  each  other  in  a  wonderful 
intimacy,  but  that  support  fails  to  prevent  Charlotte’s 
inevitable  emotional  fall.  On  top  of  all  this,  Stephen  is 
trying  to  handle  his  growing  feelings  for  Rolf,  the 
school  jock  who  has  suddenly  starting  making  sexual 
advances. 

Stephen  and  Charlotte  are  propelled  by  catalysts  that 
both  repel  and  attract  them.  For  Charlotte  that  catalyst 


is  sex,  for  Stephen  alcohol.  Disgusted  by  her  father’s 
sexual  advances,  Charlotte  at  the  same  time  seeks  the 
caring  and  sexual  comfort  Stephen  can  provide.  It  is  a 
striking  contrast  between  caring  sex  and  sex  without 
feeling.  For  Stephen,  his  father’s  alcoholism  is  a  lonely, 
solitary  act,  while  for  him,  alcohol  becomes  a  rewarding 
introduction  into  an  inner  circle  of  friends.  In  their 
senior  year  they  both  find  themselves  no  longer  on  the 
outside  of  the  social  circle. 

If  Charlotte  and  Stephen  are  propelled  by  their 
parents’  destructive  behaviors,  only  Stephen  is  saved  by 
an  ability  to  roll  with  the  punches,  and  accept  what  life 
throws  his  way.  The  title  asks  young  readers  to  “just 
hold  on,”  becuase  life’s  problems  will  work  themselves 
out.  For  Stephen,  idealism  gives  way  to  realism  when 
upon  his  father's  death  he  learns  he  cannot  escape  to 
college,  and  Charlotte  completely  withdraws  from 
reality  during  a  class  trip  to  New  York  City.  Even 
Stephen’s  loving  influence  cannot  prevent  her 
depression.  Stephen  is  equipped  with  a  coping 
mechanism,  strengthened  by  his  family’s  influence, 
while  Charlotte  remains  crippled  by  her  background. 
Stephen’s  final  lesson  is  that  he  is  a  survivor,  and  that 
life  goes  on. 

While  his  relationship  with  Charlotte  slowly  slips  out 
of  his  grasp,  Stephen’s  budding  relationship  with  Rolf 
continues.  Handled  tenderly  their  intimacy  is  the  most 
positive  aspect  of  this  novel.  Gay  stereotyping  is 
avoided  when  it  is  Rolf,  the  school’s  star  athlete,  who 
actively  seeks  to  fulfill  his  homosexual  desires.  Author 
Scott  Bunn  also  shows  us  that  boys  can  be  nurturing 
and  intimate.  Stephen  is  allowed  to  cry  as  well  as 


admire  (though  not  openly)  another  male.  He  is  a 
teenager  eager  to  touch  and  be  held,  to  feel  close  to 
someone  while  not  afraid  to  express  a  tender  part  of 
himself. 

‘I  don’t  mean  that  I’ve  never  thought  about  guys,’  said 
Stephen,  (addressing  Rolf)  ‘I  have.  Sometimes  I  see  a 
guy  I  think’s  good  looking,  and  I  find  myself  watching 
him  and  wishing  I  could  touch  him.’ 

Stephen  is  kept  away  from  guilt  or  confused  feelings 
about  his  sexuality.  Degrading  humor  is  also  effectively 
avoided  after  a  friend  discovers  both  boys  in  bed. 
Stephen  is  an  exceptional  young  man  with  an  accepting 
attitude  to  guide  him  through  his  teens. 

Adult  guidance  and  influences  are  not  an  issue  with 
Scott  Bunn’s  teenagers.  They  tackle  their  own  problems 
on  pure  guts  and  instincts.  Stephen  and  Rolf  also  lack 
other  gay  friends  or  role  models.  In  fact,  they  continue 
day  to  day  with  only  the  minimum  of  intrusion  by  other 
adults  or  parents.  Unfortunately,  Stephen’s  closeness  to 
his  friends  is  expressed  only  while  under  the  influence 
of  alcohol,  a  sad  crutch  to  place  in  a  teenager’s  mind. 
Maybe  a  wish  for  a  happy  ending  overshadowed  my  full 
enjoyment  of  the  novel. 

Bunn’s  stark  realism  offers  hope,  without  solutions  or 
guidance.  It  is  a  bitter  pill  for  young  readers  to  have  to 
swallow.  But,  Hold  On  s  best  message  seems  to  be: 
“don’t  be  afraid  to  love  and  become  close  to  someone.” 
The  novel  shows  the  rewards  of  having  a  growing  and 
close  intimacy.  Life  is  viewed,  not  in  black  and  white, 
but  as  a  mixture  of  the  varied  relationships  and 
experiences  that  make  us  whole. 
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Eric  Rofes 


Socrates,  Plato,  and  Guys 
Like  Me:  confessions  of  a  gay 
schoolteacher 

Eric  Rofes 

Alyson  Publications,  Boston,  1985 
$ 6.95  (paper),  163  pp. 

The  Kids’  Book  about  Death 
and  Dying  by  and  for  Kids 

Eric  Rofes  and  the  Unit  at  Eayerweather 
Street  School 

Little,  Brown  &  Company,  Boston,  1985 
$14.95  ( hardcover) ,  119  pp. 

Eric  Rofes,  a  past  GCN  staffer,  has  already 
published  an  important  book  about  suicide 
among  lesbians  and  gay  men,  I  Thought  Peo¬ 
ple  Like  That  Killed  Themselves  (Grey  Fox, 
1983).  A  group  of  his  students  at  the 
Fayerweather  Street  School  in  Cambridge, 
Mass,  has  produced  three  books  under  his 
supervision:  The  Kids’  Book  of  Divorce,  The 
Kids'  Book  about  Parents,  and  The  Kids’  Book 
about  Death  and  Dying.  Published  by  amain- 
stream  publisher,  these  books  have  received 
national  attention,  and  if  The  Kids’  Book 
about  Death  and  Dying  is  typical,  they  are 
very  valuable.  The  students  formed  a  discus¬ 
sion  group,  read  various  books  about  death, 
and  interviewed  other  students  and  also  adults 
(including  doctors  and  other  health-care  pro¬ 
fessionals).  I’d  recommend  the  book  to 
anyone  who  deals  with  children  and  wants  to 
be  able  to  answer  their  questions  and  help 
them  cope  with  their  feelings  and  fears  about 
death. 

In  Plato,  Socrates,  and  Guys  Like  Me,  Eric 
Rofes  tells  how  he  began  his  teaching  career 
teaching  sixth  grade  at  a  private  school  in  the 
Boston  suburbs.  While  there,  he  became  in¬ 
creasingly  active  in  gay/lesbian  politics,  in¬ 
cluding  the  fight  against  the  Briggs  Initiative, 
the  California  referendum  which  would  have 
banned  gay  men  and  lesbians  from  teaching. 
This  eventually  led  to  his  coming  out  on  the 
job  and  losing  his  contract.  It’s  a  wonderful 
book.  Reconstructing  and  writing  about  one’s 
experiences  isn’t  easy,  but  Eric  has  done  a  very 
good  job,  even  in  the  dialogue,  which  is  pro¬ 
bably  the  hardest  part.  He  lets  his  students 
sound  individual  without  being  trivial  and  ex¬ 
press  ideas  without  sounding  didactic.  He 
manages  to  let  the  issues  emerge  naturally  but 
dramatically.  He  has  even  resisted  the  tempta¬ 
tion,  which  seems  irresistible  to  some  small- 
press  memoirists,  to  provide  quasi-porn  ac¬ 
counts  of  his  early  sexual  experiences.  In  fact, 
my  only  complaint  about  Socrates,  Plato,  and 
Guys  Like  Me  is  that  it  couldn’t  have  been 
published  during  the  height  of  the  Bryant- 


Briggs  anti-gay-teacher  crusade  of  the  late 
1970s.  Since  that  crusade  is  by  no  means  dead, 
however,  just  less  likely  to  make  the  front 
pages  anymore,  this  is  a  book  which  everyone 
concerned  about  gay  and  lesbian  teachers 
should  read.  It  is  also  a  graceful  and  powerful 
account  of  coming  out  the  right  way,  with 
courage  and  responsibility.  In  a  year  in  which 
the  film  Rambo  made  a  psychopathic  killer  in¬ 
to  North  America’s  sweetheart,  it’s  nice  to 
read  a  real  adventure  story  about  a  real 
American  hero. 

—  Duncan  Mitchel 

Mad  to  be  Saved 

Kevin  Esser 

Gay  Presses  of  New  York,  New  York, 
1985,  $7.95  (paper),  165  pp. 

Mad  to  be  Saved  relates  the  return  of  its  nar¬ 
rator  (Jake)  to  the  small  Illinois  town  of  Sand¬ 
burg  where  he  had  attended  college.  Central 
to  his  voyage  is  the  desire  to  convince  Jesse 
Gray  to  leave  Sandburg  and  move  with  him  to 
Chicago.  Through  flashbacks  we  learn  of 
Jake’s  first  meeting  with  Jesse,  their  many 
adventures  together  with  alcohol,  drugs,  and 
sex,  and  of  other  such  encounters  Jake  ex¬ 
perienced  before  and  during  his  college  years. 

According  to  its  back  cover,  this  tale  follows 
in  the  tradition  of  those  American  writers  who 
ask  “whether  we  can  ever  go  home  again.”  I 
confess  to  finding  no  such  preoccupation  in 
Esser’s  novel,  but  rather,  the  superbly  crafted 
drama  of  a  man  who  longs  to  fill  time  and 
tedium  with  the  one  person  who  has  elec¬ 
trified  his  life.  Of  course,  given  that  Jake  and 
Jesse’s  involvement  equals  their  debauchery, 
many  readers  may  choose,  to  enjoy  the  novel 
as,  above  all,  an  expose  of  the  drug  scene  in 
the  ’70s.  However,  its  author  gives  more  than 
one  sign  that  we  should  not  read  for  the  ex¬ 
pose  alone.  There  is,  for  example,  the  inter¬ 
play  between  the  book’s  title  and  the  designa¬ 
tion  of  Sandburg  in  the  Prologue  as  “the  foun¬ 
tainhead  of  corruption. ’’Jake  has  returned  not 
so  much  to  fling  himself  anew  into  the  corrup¬ 
tion  of  the  past  as  to  be  saved,  to  experience 
longed-for  salvation  in  the  form  of  Jesse  Gray. 
The  richness  of  this  book,  especially  for  a  gay 
and  lesbian  readership,  lies  in  its  subtle  ex¬ 
ploration  of  that  longing. 

This  is  not  a  pornographic  piece.  With  one 
exception  (a  discouragingly  predictable  scene 
between  Jake  and  his  cousin),  the  few  pages  of 
explicit  sex  conform  Fo  no  recognizable  pat¬ 
terns.  Esser  invites  serious  consideration  by  the 
gay  and  lesbian  public  not  because  his  pro¬ 
tagonist  is  homosexual,  but  because  he  creates 
a  nexus  between  Jake  and  Jesse  that  reminds 
one  of  so  much  gay  male  interaction.  Jesse 
rapidly  becomes  a  partner  with  whom  Jake 
shares  more  in  his  mind  than  in  actual  fact.  He 
is  also  the  object  of  a  fixation  whose  pursuit 
destroys  as  well  as  excites. 

The  ’70s  provide  a  particularly  effective 
backdrop  to  this  drama.  By  describing  a 
specific  moment  in  history  that  acted  out  but 
did  not  analyze  its  disillusionment,  Esser  can 
evoke  an  environment  that  overlaps  easily 
with  Jake’s  personal  dilemma  which,  too,  is 
more  felt  than  understood.  At  the  same  time, 
we  are  not  left  adrift.  Through  the  flashbacks 
which  strategically  postpone  each  important 
stage  of  the  reunion  with  Jesse,  the  reader 
comes  to  know  those  essential  past  moments 
that  have  led  Jake  back  to  Sandburg. 

These  moments  include  various  references 
to  a  previous  relationship  between  Jake  and  a 
simple,  loving  young  man  named  Coty.  By  his 
own  admission,  Jake’s  eventual  choice  of  Jesse 
over  Coty  marked  his  entry  into  corruption. 
Thus,  Jake  remains  haunted  by  the  memory  of 
Coty,  who  after  a  long  silence  writes  Jake  that 


his  cat  has  died.  On  hearing  of  the  letter,  Jesse 
can  only  snort:  “That’s  weird,  Jake.  You  mean 
he  really  wrote  you  a  letter  just  about  his 
damned  cat  dyiri?”  The  feelings  that  Coty 
and  Jake  once  shared,  and  that  brought  Coty 
to  write  Jake  of  this  event,  Jesse  does  not 
grasp.  Jake  emerges  more  and  more  as  a  man 
suspended  between  the  inability  of  innocence 
to  sustain  him  and  a  love  of  corruption  which, 
perhaps  because  it  is  so  wedded  to  destruc¬ 
tion,  cannot  offer  him  love  in  return. 

Although  the  careful  way  this  novel  unfolds 
attests  repeatedly  to  the  skill  of  its  author, 
Mad  to  be  Saved  impresses  no  less  as  a  result  of 
its  ready  understanding  that  Jake’s  nameless 
urge  must  lead  to  no  good,  that  his  perceived 
path  to  salvation  is  a  mad  one.  The  judgment 
is  not  moral  but  factual,  physiological,  as 
when  Jake  sums  up  the  future  of  a  drinking 
buddy:  “I’ve  known  Bobby  for  less  than  a  day, 
but  I  see  already  the  pattern  of  his  life,  the 
blur  of  wine  and  dope,  the  torturous  treadmill 
of  acid  and  bourbon  and  puke.”  This  honest 
account  of  our  restless  retreat  from  traditional 
salvation  and  into  dangers  that  harm,  yet 
allure  would  be  disturbing  at  any  time. 
Given,  however,  the  complexities  surroun¬ 
ding  the  continued  practice  of  sex  in  this  era  of 
AIDS,  Esser’s  portrait  proves  to  have  even 
more  relevance  to  the  gay  male  community 
than  perhaps  was  ever  intended. 

This  is  not  a  perfect  book,  but  it  is  a  very 
good  one,  worthy  to  be  savored  and  recom¬ 
mended. 

—  Donald  Stone 

It’s  A  Good  Thing  I’m  Not 
Macho 

Susan  Eisenberg 
Whetstone  Press,  Boston,  1984 
$7.95,  40  pp. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  Susan  Eisenberg’s  ex¬ 
cellent  poem  cycle  should  be  given  such  an  ap¬ 
pearance.  The  book  cover  is  brightly  covered 
with  an  illustration  of  a  very  pert  and  female 
electrician.  Combined  with  the  title,  It’s  A 
Good  Thing  I’m  Not  Macho,  one  expects  it  to 
be  a  joke  book,  perhaps  a  “feminist”  variation 
of  Real  Men  Don’t  Eat  Quiche.  This  is  un¬ 
fortunate  as  many  readers,  like  this  reviewer 
on  occasion,  tend  to  judge  a  book  by  its  coyer. 

I  have  been  seeing  this  book  around  Boston 
area  bookstores  for  some  time  now,  and  I  have 
never  picked  it  up  simply  because  it  looked 
like  a  joke  to  me.  To  borrow  a  phrase  from 
Holly  Near,  imagine  my  surprise.  When  I  did 
get  the  GCN  review  copy,  I  was  astounded  by 
what  I  had  been  missing.  These  are  fine  poems 
from  a  voice  too  rarely  heard  in  the  literary 
world.  In  1982,  Susan  Eisenberg,  along  with 
four  other  women,  graduated  from  an 
apprenticeship  Program  of  the  International 
Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers,  Local  103 
(Boston).  This  was  the  first  class  to  include 
women. 

Her  collection  of  poems,  It’s  A  Good  Thing 
I’m  Not  Macho,  examines,  chronicles  and 
celebrates  what  it  is  to  be  a  woman  worker  in  a 
male-dominated  field.  The  poem  “Limits”  is 
about  a  woman  in  her  training  class  who 
dropped  from  the  program;  “...she  was  not 
mistaken /when  she  feared  ‘brothers’/ mocked 
her  and /strangers /wished  her  failure.”  In  a 
later  poem,  after  the  poet  has  been  working  at 
the  job-site  for  some  time,  she  has  a  conversa¬ 
tion  with  a  male  co-worker’s  wife.  The  wife 
asks  if  the  men  “pick  on  you  for  being  the  first 
girl.”  When  Eisenberg  says  no,  the  woman  re¬ 
plies,  “That’s  good!  I  told  Tommy  if  he  gave 
you  a  hard  time,  I’d  punch  him  out.” 

Male  workers  complain  about  having  to 
censor  their  conversations  while  Eisenberg 


learns  what  words  and  jokes  are  safe  to  use  on 
the  job.  When  the  male  and  female  workers 
speak  together  in  their  electricians’  jargon  — 
drill  bits  and  hangers,  couplings,  connectors, 
clips  and  c-clamps  —  respect  grows  between 
workers  and  among  themselves.  Eisenberg  de¬ 
scribes  going  about  her  work  like  a  “giraffe 
foraging  the  high  branches:  /stretching  myself 
comfortably.” 

These  are  remarkable  poems  and,  aside 
from  the  misleading  cover,  this  is  a  hand¬ 
somely  designed  book.  Eisenberg  has  provid¬ 
ed  us  with  a  rare  record  of  a  working-class  voice 
seldom  heard.  I  look  forward  to  seeing  more  of 
her  poetry. 

—  Pat  M.  Kuras 

My  Brother,  My  Lover 

Tim  Barrus 

Gay  Sunshine  Press,  San  Francisco 
1985,  $7.95  paper,  126  pp. 

My  Brother,  My  Lover  is  a  slender  novel  of 
slender  means.  The  plot,  summarized,  is  as 
follows:  two  brothers  —  Thomas  and  Sean 
Patrick  (the  narrator)  —  live  on  a  ranch  in 
Pioneer,  Calif.,  just  west  of  San  Francisco, 
with  their  parents.  Just  nine  months  apart  in 
age,  they  are  very  close,  and  sleep  together  as 
children.  At  age  17  they  go  off  for  a  weekend 
orientation  at  UC  Berkeley,  and  return  to  find 
that  their  parents  have  been  killed  in  a  fire 
that  has  destroyed  their  home.  That  night,  the 
two  make  love  for  the  first  time,  and  decide  to 
stay  put  and  rebuild.  But  Thomas  soon  leaves, 
“to  find  himself.”  Sean  Patrick  stumbles  into 
San  Francisco,  where  —  ostensibly  always 
looking  for  his  brother  —  he  tricks,  lives  with 
Mary  Vicious,  a  drag  queen  with  a  heart  of 
gold,  and  gets  his  nipples  pierced  in  a  tryst 
with  an  S&M’er  who  helps  him  feel;  finally  he 
becomes  a  porn  film  star.  Tiring  of  the  in¬ 
dustry,  he  meets  Robert,  a  wealthy,  older  man 
who  traffics  in  drugs  and  takes  him  seriously. 
Meanwhile,  Thomas  marries,  then  Sean 
Patrick  leaves  Robert  to  return  to  Pioneer  and 
finish  the  house  he  and  Thomas  had  been  re¬ 
building.  He  cables  Thomas,  who  comes  to 
him  at  the  novel’s  end,  and  the  two  live  happi¬ 
ly  ever  after. 

It  is  not  just  that  the  plot  and  characters 
aren’t  alive  or  believable,  but  the  novel  also 
has  several  negative  things  working  against  it. 
For  one,  it  is  offensively,  authorially 
misogynistic.  “We  did  not  like  girls,”  the  nar¬ 
rator  tells  us  early  on.  And  he  isn’t  kidding! 
The  boy’s  mother  is  portrayed  as  a 
stereotypicallyjune  Cleaver  type.  One  woman 
“clucks  like  a  hen”;  the  word  “pussy”  is  used  as 
a  synonym  for  women,  and  a  character  is 
threatened  thus:  “If  you’re  not  careful  they’ll 
throw  you  to  some  politically  correct  dyke.” 
Also,  the  incest  theme  is  never  explored  in 
depth,  making  it  seem  merely  vehicular. 

But  above  all,  what  makes  the  book  fail  is 
the  writing,  which  is  leaden  and  replete  with 
cliches:  “We  lay  together... in  our  newfound 
awareness  that  we  were  all  we  really  physically 
had.”  And, 

Robert  was  wherever  it  was  Robert  was 
doing  whatever  it  was  Robert  did.  Mary 
was  at  the  house  taking  care  of  what  had 
come  to  be  regarded  as  ‘the  house.’... 

She  was,  she  said,  born  to  live  in  Pacific 
Heights  and  since  she  did,  indeed,  live 
in  Pacific  Heights  I  had  no  room  to 
doubt  her  in  the  slightest. 

It  is  often  affirming  to  read  the  fiction  of  a 
gay  or  lesbian  sensibility,  to  read  our  lives 
rendered  true,  authentic,  and  of  value.  My 
Brother,  My  Lover  fails  to  say  anything 
memorable  or  valuable  about  gay  male  life. 

 —  Robin  Lippincott 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 


If  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  ail  these  weird  little 
things  about  it  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away  signs  for  political  and 
union  meetings  are  taped  up.  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
sometimes  it's  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge  J  A  S  has  been  Boston's  hip 
pest  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  few  years,  it's  also  been 
the  best  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up  So. 
over  the  years,  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability  But  they're  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work. on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
The  Brinks  Job 


(Reprinted  Irom  Real  Paper  Best  nf  Boston.  Fall.  1980 ) 
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For  Keeps 

Elisabeth  Nonas 

Naiad  Press,  Tallahassee,  1985 

$7.95,  135  pp. 

For  Keeps  is  the  first  novel  by  Elisabeth 
Nonas.  I  really  wanted  to  like  this  book,  main¬ 
ly  because  of  its  opening  page.  The  novel’s 
protagonst,  Kate,  is  in  bed  with  Hilary.  They 
have  just  had  sex  and  Hilary  is  asleep.  The 
bedroom  is  unfamiliar  to  Kate  and  she  plays  a 
possessive  game  of  stare-down  with  Hilary’s 
cat. 

In  these  first  four  paragraphs,  a  cold- 
hearted  humor  comes  across,  until  the  final 
two  sentences:  “She  [Kate]  wanted  to  be 
asleep  and  close  and  in  love.  But  these  days 
she  made  do  with  what  she  had:  strange  cats, 
strange  rooms.”  The  bemused  cynicism  turns 
out  to  be  a  quest  for  romance  and  ever-lasting 
love.  Something  for  keeps,  as  the  title  says. 

I  thought  the  opening  scene  with  Hilary  was 
a  description  of  a  one  night  stand  but,  as  I 
read  the  novel,  it  seems  that  Kate  had  been 
pursuing  Hilary  for  quite  some  time.  If  it  had 
been  a  one  nighter,  a  sudden  fling  of  strangers 
in  the  night,  the  episode  would  have  been  far 
more  enjoyable.  But  to  learn  that  Kate  had 
been  pursuing  Hilary  is  a  cheat.  I  felt  duped, 
deprived.  The  strangeness  of  the  cat  and  room 
lost  a  lot  of  its  allure  when  I  realized  a  series  of 
awkward  dates  had  preceded  this  night.  Kate 
is  an  emotional  wimp,  hardly  someone  I’d 
want  to  read  a  novel  about,  while  Hilary 
(described  on  the  book  jacket  as  “enigmatic”) 
is  manipulative  and  boring. 

Basically  the  gist  of  the  story  is  Kate’s  search 
for  true  love.  After  breaking  up  with  Anne, 
the  book  covers  Kate’s  relationships  with 
Hilary,  then  Nicky,  a  dyke  who  works  in  a 
record  store,  and  finally  Lauren,  an  architect 
who  was  lovers  with  a  female  reporter  killed  in 
a  plane  crash. 

Are  you  still  following  me?  There  are  about 
a  half-dozen  other  characters  but  they  all  blur 
together  —  the  lesbian  therapist,  the  mono¬ 
gamous  couple  with  girl  children  and  the 
social  butterfly  dyke  who  won’t  settle  down 
and  knows  absolutely  everyone  at  the  lesbian 
bars  and  parties. 

Still  with  me?  When  Kate  meets  Nicky  — 
the  dyke  from  the  record  store  —  the  author 
throws  in  a  fantasy  element:  True  Love  per¬ 
sonified.  This  fantasy  character  appears  like 
something  from  a  Thurber  piece.  True  Love 
cuddles  and  goads  Kate  into  getting  it  on  with 
Nicky,  then  abruptly  vanishes  from  the  book. 

What  I  am  taking  forever  to  say  is  that  this 
book  is  a  god-awful  mess.  Have  you  ever  read 
anything  by  Sidney  Sheldon?  As  far  as  writing 
style  goes,  For  Keeps  is  on  a  par  with  Rage  of 
Angels.  Remember  that  one?  It  was  about  a 
lady  lawyer.  In  Sheldon’s  book,  there’s  a 
crucial  scene  where  the  lady  lawyer  hops  a 
plane  to  Singapore.  Crucial,  I  say,  because  the 
lady  lawyer  is  under  a  great  deal  of  pressure 
and  (I  know,  I’m  dating  myself  here)  she  has 
to  get  her  head  together.  Sheldon  is  not  much 
of  a  prose  writer.  We  don’t  get  any  feeling  for 
his  characters  or  settings.  So  when  he  says  she 
went  to  Singapore,  he  could  just  as  well  have 
said  she  went  to  Schenectady  or  to  the  shit- 
house.  His  words  carry  that  little  meaning. 

So  it  is  with  Elisabeth  Nonas.  According  to 
the  blurb  at  the  front  of  the  book,  Nonas 
writes  for  television.  I  guess  she  expects  the 
readers  to  visualize  everything  by  themselves. 
Does  she  know  the  difference  between  a  novel 
and  TV?  Check  out  this  quote  from  Kate,  the 
novel’s  protagonist  who  also  happens  to  be  a 
screenwriter.  “Kate  then  tried  to  describe  how 
beautiful  Lauren  was. .  .  .Frustrated,  she  tore 
the  page  out  of  the  typewriter.  She  wasn’t  a 
descriptive  writer 

In  For  Keeps,  we  have  accounts  of  Kate’s 
day-to-day  activities  —  that  is,  some  occa¬ 
sional  screenwriting,  roller-skating  at  the 
beach,  going  to  parties  and  lesbian  bars  with 
valet  parking.  She  jets  to  New  York  and  back 


to  Los  Angeles,  meets  women,  has  dinner 
dates,  even  detailed  sex  scenes,  but  it’s  all  so 
dull.  It’s  like  reading  an  outline,  the  skeletal 
frame  of  a  novel.  There’s  no  feeling  of  person¬ 
ality  here,  there’s  no  spirit  in  the  writing,  it’s 
all  mechanical,  and  poorly  constructed  at  that. 

Kate  does  not  seem  like  a  real  person  to  me 
and  some  of  this  is  due  to  classism.  While  Kate 
searches  for  True  Love,  she  stops  working. 
She’s  on  vacation  for  much  of  the  book,  a 
period  spanning  several  months.  She  isn’t 
working  —  yet  she  has  no  qualms  about 
needing  to  buy  food  or  continuing  to  pay  the 
rent.  She  is  able  to  bar  hop  and  dine  in 
restaurants.  All  her  friends  are  equally  well-to- 
do,  beyond  yuppiedom.  They  drive  cars  like 
black  turbo  Saabs. 

Publishing  is  a  very  limited  resource  for  the 
lesbian  community.  It  saddens  and  angers  me 
when  books  like  For  Keeps  continue  to  get 
published  and  writers  with  more  grace  and 
sense  of  craft  are  overlooked,  ignored  and  re¬ 
main  unpublished.  I  know  there  are  some  fine 
lesbian  writers  working.  I  wish  their  output 
were  more  visible. 

—  Pat  M.  Kuras 


Elisabeth  Nonas 


Eight  Days  A  Week 

Larry  Duplechan 

Alyson  Publications,  Boston,  1985 
$6.95,  260  pp. 

What  we  have  here  is  your  basic  boy  meets 
boy  story,  just  dripping  with  humor, 
eroticism,  and  more  “sisterly”  advice  than 
icing  on  a  sticky  bun.  Larry  Duplechan ’s 
novel,  Eight  Days  a  Week,  draws  a  picture  of 
growing  up  and  living  as  a  Black,  gay  man 
which  is  entertaining,  optimistic,  and  to  some 
extent  based  on  reality.  Unfortunately,  I 
doubt  whether  this  book  offers  an  accurate 
enough  image  of  Black,  gay  experience  to 
interest  sophisticated  readers. 

Johnny  Rae  Rousseau,  th'e  narrator  of  Eight 
Days  a  Week,  is  a  22-year-old,  Black  aspiring 
nightclub  singer,  who  loves  Keith  Keller,  a 
six-foot-two,  blond,  bisexual  ex-football  jock. 
The  novel  follows  the  twists  and  turns  of  their 
oh-so-predictably  hot  relationship  with 
refreshing  simplicity.  Duplechan’s  writing  is 
stylish,  his  plot  devices  direct,  and  his  effects 
reasonable,  if  somewhat  modest  in  scope.  His 
erotic  passages  successfully  combine  desire 
with  humor  in  ways  too  often  missing  in  this 
genre  of  gay  fiction.  Unfortunately, 
Duplechan’s  use  of  a  first-person  narrator  is 
the  only  structural  device  that  gives  this 
potboiler  a  bit  of  juice.  Johnny  Rae  is  —  how 
you  say  —  a  wonderful  guy,  but  not  the  most 
reliable  narrator.  He  lives  in  a  world  of  song 
lyrics  and  happy  endings.  Duplechan’s 
funny,  “chatty”  prose  suits  this  character  and 
the  stories  he  tells.  The  problem  is  that  the 
reader  is  expected  to  be  as  interested  in  all 
this  fluff  as  Johnny  Rae  is. 

The  background  material  is  the  most 
successful  portion  of  the  book.  For  me,  the 


Larry  Duplechan 


romantic  relationships  at  the  center  of  the 
story  are  just  plain  dull  once  the  sex  is  out  of 
the  way.  Of  far  more  interest  are  Johnny  Rae’s 
descriptions  of  growing  up  as  a  plain  child,  as 
the  sissy  in  his  grammar  school,  then  later  as  a 
97-pound  weakling  with  a  painful  attraction 
to  his  high  school  gym  teacher.  Even  his 
bodybuilding  regimen  is  affecting,  more  for 
what  he  omits  than  anything  else.  Also, 
throughout  the  book,  the  lizard’s-eye  view  of 
the  entertainment  business  from  the  bottom 
up  is  quite  satisfying. 

Eight  Days  a  Week  is  flawed  in  terms  of 
racial  politics,  as  well.  The  fact  that  the  inter¬ 
racial  aspect  of  Johnny  Rae’s  relationship  with 
Keith  is  never  addressed  in  any  meaningful 
way  strikes  me  as  very  queer  indeed.  On  the 
one  hand,  Johnny  Rae  and  Keith  genuinely 
love  each  other;  yet  on  the  other,  Johnny  Rae 
admits  to  having  a  “thing  about  blonds.” 
Though  he  says  he’s  attracted  to  all  types  of 
men,  the  two  people  with  whom  he  has  long¬ 
term  affairs  in  the  book  are  beautiful  blonds. 
The  apologia  that  he  is  not  “to  be  confused 
with  those  sexually  exclusive  types,  the  kind 
who  require  certain  formations  of  body  hair 
or  eye  color  or  height,  weight  or  length  before 
their  sexual  satisfaction  can  be  attempted”  is 
gratuitous  at  best,  particularly  when  the  two 
people  who  represent  “bad  sex”  in  the  novel 
are  Johnny  Rae’s  Jewish  friend,  Snooky,  and  a 
smelly,  ill-kempt  Black  man  Johnny  Rae  once 
had  the  dubious  pleasure  of  bedding. 
Though  a  case  can  be  built  for  the  short¬ 
sightedness  of  the  narrator,  I  question  why 
Duplechan  or  Alyson  Publications  wants  to 
perpetuate  these  subliminally  racist  images. 

Politics  aside,  Eight  Days  a  Week  is  an 
enjoyable  enough  read,  though  it  offers 
nothing  which  taxes,  threatens,  or  stretches 
the  reader  —  just  good,  clean,  mindless  gay 
male  fun.  At  a  time  when  our  community  is 
in  danger  of  losing  its  celebrated  sense  of 
humor  to  health  and  legal  concerns, 
Duplechan’s  “campy”  rhythms  are  quite 
seductive.  Still,  I  suspect  most  readers  won’t 
be  seduced  in  the  night  by  so  vaporous  a 
novel,  regardless  of  how  vibrant  the  narrator’s 
voice. 

—  Charles  Henry  Fuller 

The  Kitchen  Man 

Ira  Wood 

The  Crossing  Press,  Trumansburg,  NY 
1985,  $16.95  hardcover,  307  pp. 

The  Kitchen  Man,  by  Ira  Wood,  is 
ultimately  a  funny,  highly  engaging  book 
about  understanding  and,  far  harder  to  do, 
accepting.  The  main  character,  Gabriel  Rose, 
is  an  aspiring  Jewish  playwright  and  waiter 
working  at  a  chi-chi  French  restaurant  in 
Boston’s  South  End.  When  the  book  opens, 
he  is  crawling  through  an  unpromising  and 


slightly  tattered  relationship  with  a  woman 
who,  by  mutual  consent,  has  entered  medical 
school  chiefly  as  a  stimulus  to  their  shopworn 
affair.  Early  on,  whatever  they  had  dies  a  long 
overdue  death  and  they  spin  off  to  other  part¬ 
ners:  she  to  a  paternal  colleague  many  years 
her  senior;  he  to  —  well,  as  Gabriel  puts  it,  “a 
playwright.  And  a  director.  A  brilliant  direc¬ 
tor.” 

The  brilliant  in  question  is  Cynthia  Kagan, 
who  is  “world-class  but  prefers  to  stay  in 
Boston.”  Through  a  courtship  worthy  of  any 
Woody  Allen  unhero,  he  wins  her,  but,  as 
Gabriel  himself  should  know,  perfect  hap¬ 
piness  is  impossible.  As  Oscar  Wilde  pointed 
out  many  years  ago,  when  God  wishes  to 
punish  us,  he  answers  our  prayers.  That’s  the 
whole  point  of  the  book,  I  believe:  the 
characters  desire  x,  attain  y,  and  are  satisfied 
with  z. 

Wood  picks  up  the  trail  forged  by  Saul 
Bellow  in  the  ’50s  and  widened  by  Philip  Roth 
in  the  ’60s  —  that  of  a  slightly  paranoid  Jewish 
writer  asking  himself,  over  and  over  again: 
having  examined  my  life,  is  it  worth  living? 
Such  Semitic  introspection  has  evolved  into  a 
high  art  form  in  the  literary  tradition  of  this 
country.  It  can  even  be  argued  that  in  the  ’60s 
the  American  Novel  as  we  know  it  would  have 
dried  up  and  blown  away  without  the  lusty 
lamenting  of  our  Jewish  authors.  (Most  as¬ 
tounding  of  the  works  produced  in  this  time 
are  Updike’s  Bech  books  —  one  of  our 
WASPiest  writers  assuing  the  guise  of  wry 
Jewish  intellectual.)  Wood’s  Kitchen  Man  is  a 
valuable  addition  to  this  tradition,  and  with  a 
certain  bankruptcy  and  self-servingness  evi¬ 
dent  in  recent  works  by  so-called  “old  masters” 
of  the  genre,  Wood  might  be  one  of  the 
precursors  of  a  Jewish  revival  we  may  yet  see. 

—  Robert  Storen 

The  Gay  Trivia  Book 

James  Aaron 

Arbor  House,  New  York,  1985 
$5.95  paper,  136  pp. 

Years  from  now  the  trivia  craze  will  seem  as 
antiquated  and  culture  bound  as  hoola- 
hoops,  goldfish  swallowing  or  flag-pole 
sitting.  But  for  the  time  being  it  seems  to  be 
with  us.  And  whatever  the  cultural  impulse  is 
behind  it  — not  very  good,  I  suspect— there 
are  certain  rules  that  should  be  obeyed. 

The  Gay  Trivia  Book,  by  James  Aaron,  a 
pseudonym  for  two  New  York  writers,  is  so 
bad  — and  tasteless— that  they  should  keep 
their  names  secret.  One  of  the  first  rules  of 
trivia  games  and  books  is  that  the  information 
should  be  correct.  On  the  first  page  of  text  we 
read  that  Carl  Van  Vechten  was  a  Black 
photographer  of  the  Harlem  Renaissance. 
Well,  Van  Vechten  was  famous  for  being  a 
white  photographer  who  hung  out  with  the 
black  literary  set  of  the  time.  The  book  is 
peppered  with  similar  mistakes.  (Ned  Rorem 
recently  wrote  a  letter  to  The  Advocate 
complaining  about  mis-information 
attributed  to  him,  mangled  from  one  of  his 
Diaries.) 

Many  of  the  questions  are  stupid  or  silly 
and  the  authors,  lacking  imagination,  stack 
the  dummy  answers  with  jokes,  which  stun 
with  their  unfunniness.  But  perhaps  the  most 
offensive  aspect  of  the  book  is  the  inclusion  of 
AIDS  trivia.  Not  only  are  they  not 
informative  (a  possible,  though  tenuous 
reason  to  exist),  they  are  insipid. 

Arbor  House  has  issued  several  gay  titles 
this  season.  A  welcome  sight  in  the  ever 
dwindling  world  of  mainstream  press  interest 
in  gay  matters.  Let’s  hope  that  this  offensive, 
pointless  effort  to  make  a  quick  buck  is  their 
first,  and  only  mistake.  Trivia  is  one  thing: 
expecting  gay  people  to  buy,  and  like,  this 
book  is  quite  another. 

—  Michael  Bronski 


If  You’ve  Had  Enough  | 
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Una  &  Radclyffe:  Ladies  of  The  Well 

Una  Troubridge:  The  Friend  of 
Radclyffe  Hall 

Richard  Orrnrod 

Carroll  &  Graf  Publishers,  New  York,  1983 
$18.93,  340pp. 

Our  Three  Selves:  The  Life  of  Radclyffe 
Hall 

Michael  Baker 

William  Morrow  and  Company,  New  York,  1983 
$17.93,  386  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Diane  Hamer 


Radclyffe  Hall’s  The  Well  of.  Loneliness  is  often 
thought  of  as  the  lesbian  bible;  it  is  frequently 
the  first  lesbian  book  a  new  lesbian  can  find 
because  it  is  all  the  local  public  library  has  on  homo¬ 
sexual  women.  Unfortunately,  its  renown  is  somewhat 
out  of  proportion  to  its  literary  quality.  While  affirming 
lesbians’  right  to  live,  it  is  negative  in  its  portrayal  of 
what  that  life  can  be  like.  Many  of  us  have  wondered 
how  much  of  Hall’s  life  was  like  that  of  her  main 
character,  Stephen  Gordon.  These  two  biographies, 
about  Hall  and  Una  Troubridge,  Hall’s  lover  of  28 
years,  help  give  us  a  more  clear  picture  of  the  reality. 

There  are  already  two  biographies  of  Radclyffe 
“John”  Hall:  one  is  a  polite  homage  by  Una  Troubridge 
and  the  other  is  by  Lovat  Dickson,  Troubridge ’s  literary 
executor.  While  both  books  give  the  bare  bones  of  the 
two  lives,  thev  are  too  polite  and  skimp  on  many 
details.  Since  they  were  written,  more  primary  sources 
have  come  to  light,  including  about  600  letters  to.Hall’s 
last  lover,  Evgenia  Souline. 

But  all  four  of  these  books  tell  pretty  much  the 
same  story.  Hall  was  raised  by  her  mother  in  a  grand 
house,  her  father  much  more  rakish  and  absent  than 
was  Stephen  Gordon’s  father.  Hall  idolized  him  in 
absentia.  When  he  died,  she  inherited  his  money  and 
led  the  same  aimless,  rakish  life  her  father  had.  She  was 
18.  At  27  she  met  Mabel  “Ladye”  Batten.  Ladye  was  50, 
married,  and  very  sophisticated.  During  their  eight 
years  together,  they  travelled  and  socialized,  and  Hall 
began  publishing  her  poetry.  At  a  party  in  1915,  Hall 
met  a  cousin  of  Mabel’s,  Una  Troubridge;  the  attraction 
was  mutual.  Una  was  28,  married  and  a  mother.  She 
was  from  a  middle-class  family  that  had  been  poorer 


than  Hall’s  but  much  happier.  She,  too,  had  adored  her 
father,  and  when  he  died,  she  married  Ernest 
Troubridge,  a  much  older  widower.  Una  was  not  happy 
in  the  marriage,  and  by  1915  she  was  spending  less  and 
less  time  as  a  wife. 

The  new  affair  was  consummated  in  November, 
1915  and  was  considered  to  be  a  fling  by  Ladye.  But  in 
May,  Hall  and  Ladye  argued  about  Una  until  Ladye 
collapsed  from  a  stroke.  She  died  11  days  later.  Both 
Una  and  John,  but  especially  John,  felt  guilty  for  the 
rest  of  their  lives. 

The  28  years  of  Una  and  John’s  relationship 


Una  Troubridge  and  Radclyffe  Hall 

weren’t  easy  for  either  of  them.  Hall  was  moody,  rest¬ 
less,  and  demanding.  She  wrote  from  inspiration,  not 
discipline,  often  for  days  at  a  time.  When  a  book  was 
finished,  she’d  be  exhausted,  and  they’d  have  to  go 
away  to  recuperate.  Una  was  just  as  demanding  and 
restless,  and  since  she  had  given  up  most  of  her  own 
hobbies  and  interests  to  care  for  John,  the  days  of  hard 
work  also  took  their  toll  on  her.  The  only  credit  she  re¬ 


ceived  was  that  which  reflected  off  John. 

When  they  weren’t  working,  Hall  and  Troubridge 
travelled,  spent  time  with  friends,  bought  and  sold 
houses,  and  spent  much  money  on  dogs,  cars,  antiques, 
and,  to  a  lesser  degree,  clothes.  They  were  loyal  and 
generous.  They  appreciated  good  times,  good  food, 
and  good  friends. 

In  1943  John  was  diagnosed  with  inoperable  cancer 
of  the  colon.  During  this  last  period  of  her  life  she  and 
Una  became  closer  than  ever  before,  cementing  the 
relationship  and  healing  all  wounds.  Hall  died  on 
October  7,  1943.  Una  lived  for  20  more  years, 
eventually  moving  to  Italy  where  the  two  women  had 
planned  to  move  before  World  War  II.  She  didn’t  like 
outliving  John  but  made  the  best  of  it,  believing  that 
they  would  be  joined  after  death,  an  illustration  of  the 
strong  religious  faith 'she  shared  with  John.  Both 
women  were  devout  converts  to  Roman  Catholicism 
and  never  considered  their  faith  in  conflict  with  their 
lesbianism.  When  asked  if  they  confessed  their  relation¬ 
ship  in  church,  Una  replied,  “There  was  nothing  to  con¬ 
fess.” 

Catholicism  did,  however,  influence  Hall  to  the 
extent  that  almost  all  her  works  of  fiction  after  The  Well 
of  Loneliness  centered  on  the  Catholic  themes  of  guilt, 
penitence,  and  absolution.  She  identified  strongly  as  a 
martyr,  especially  as  a  spokeswoman  for  “congenital” 
homosexuals.  (She  believed  the  theory  of  born  homo¬ 
sexuals,  as  well  as  “others,”  and  felt  that  since  born 
homosexuals  were  obviously  part  of  God’s  creation, 
they  shouldn’t  be  discriminated  against  any  more  than 
animals  were.)  When  she  was  dying,  her  last  spoken 
sentence  was,  “I  offer  it  to  God.” 

Both  these  new  biographies  do  justice  to  the  story 
of  these  shared  lives.  We  learn  about  the  two  women’s 
habits,  politics,  requirements  for  friendship,  and  a 
multitude  of  other  details.  Most  importantly,  they  form 
a  case  study  of  what  it  took  to  keep  a  lesbian 
relationship  together  for  all  those  years.  Many  passages 
in  these  biographies  affirmed  my  goals  and  ideas  about 
ifelong  commitment.  Una  intended  this  to  be  so.  She 
and  John  admired  the  Ladies  of  Llagollen  as  pioneers  of 
lesbian  commitment,  and  Una  deliberately  created  a 
record  of  their  own  relationship.  Of  the  memorial 
plaque  to  be  placed  on  their  crypt,  Una  wrote,  “I  feel  I 
must  leave  an  unequivocal  record  of  our  life  and  love, 
just  as  the  Ladies  did,  to  cheer  and  encourage  those  who 
come  after  us....”  While  The  Well  of  Loneliness  might 
present  a  pessimistic  view  of  lesbian  relationships,  the 
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Brotherly  Love  Keeps  Spanish  Anarchy  Alive 


The  Carnivorous  Lamb 

Agustin  Gomez- Arcos 

translated  from  the  French  by  William  Rodarmor 
David  R.  Godine,  Publisher,  Boston,  1984 
$14.93,  269  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Robin  Lippincott 

Set  mostly  in  post-Civil  War  Spain,  The 
Carnivorous  Lamb  opens  in  1974.  Twenty-five- 
year-old  Ignacio  has  received  a  telegram  from  his 
brother  Antonio :  “I  am  coming  home  at  the  beginning 
of  Spring.  I  will  see  you  then.”  As  Ignacio  waits,  he 
remembers,  and  his  memories  flesh  out  and  form  the 
core  of  the  novel.  “The  war  had  been  fought  10  years 
before  I  was  born,  but  it  gave  birth  to  the  principles 
that  shaped  my  life  and  upbringing,  and  to  a  large 
share  of  my  memories.” 

Ignacio  and  Antonio  are  the  sons  of  Carlos  —  a 
Republican  lawyer  who,  defeated  and  disillusioned, 
spends  his  days  in  his  study,  listening  to  the  drone  of 
Franco  on  the  radio  —  and  Matilde,  a  grande 
bourgeoise  with  a  revolutionary  streak,  who  is  also 
disappointed  in  life.  “For  52  years,  Mother  lived  locked 
in  a  sticky  silence  that  she  inflicted  on  the  house  like  a 
punishment... the  jail  of  silence  that  was  the  country 
itself.”  Completing  the  household  is  Clara,  the  maid 
(and  Everywoman),  an  “old  Red”  and  childhood  friend 
of  both  Carlos  and  Matilde . 

Born  in  1949,  Ignacio  (the  carnivorous  lamb  of  the 
title)  didn’t  open  his  eyes  for  16  days,  at  which  point 
Matilde  was  preparing  to  take  him  to  Lourdes. 

By  opening  my  eyes  too  soon,  I  had  spoiled  the  greatest 
drama  that  frustrated  woman  ever  had:  her  long,  black 
journey  to  the  miracle....  I  was  refusing  to  open  my 
eyes  on  a  world  where  my  place  was  in  question.  And 
ever  since,  I’ve  lived  by  borrowing  space  from  my 
brother  Antonio,  space  he  conquered  for  us  both. 

Matilde  had  hoped  that  Ignacio  would  be  a  freak. 
“I  saw  my  chance  “to  escape  from  the  common 
denominator  of  ‘nice’  people,  and  wage  my  own  war  at 
last,”  she  says. 

Seeing  that  his  parents  have  been  defeated  by  time 
and  circumstance,  Antonio,  born  six  years  before 
Ignacio  when  his  parents  still  had  life  imthem,  wants  to 
save  and  protect  his  brother.  “You  are  all  that  is  real,” 
he  tells  him.  And  it  is  their  relationship  that  is  the 
warm  heart  and  beating  pulse  of  this  grand  novel  that 
has  the  feel  of  a  myth. 

So  begin  the  rituals  of  baths  and  education .  In  a 
beautiful  1  incisive  pasage  that  reveals  the  intense, 
symbiotic  relationship  of  the  two  brothers,  Ignacio 
remembers: 

My  brother  would  undress  me,  without  failing  to  linger 
gently  over  all  my  most  sensitive  places.  Then  he  would 
strip,  and  we’d  jump  into  the  tub....  He  would  hold 
me  underwater,  his  mouth  glued  to  mine  to  keep  me 
from  suffocating.  His  saliva  was  oxygen  to  me,  and  I 
would  swell  with  terror  and  pleasure....  Never  will  I  be 
able  to  untange  eroticism  from  the  earliest  things  I 
learned.  Two  times  two  is  four  kisses.... 


Agustin  Gomez-Arcos 


The  only  interaction  between  Ignacio  and  his 
father  is  a  very  sad,  tender  scene  expressive  of  Gomez- 
Arcos’  humanity  and  art.  When  young  Ignacio  boldly 
walks  into  his  father’s  study,  Carlos  asks,  “Are  you 
lonely?  Do  you  want  to  stay  here  with  me?”  He  leans 
over  to  kiss  Ignacio  on  the  forehead ,  but  the  boy  raises 
his  head  and  kisses  his  father  on  the  mouth. 
“Astonished,  he  opened  his  lips,  and  I  sucked  his 
tongue  gently,  as  if  I  were  breathing  life  itself. ..an  old 
desire  was  starting  to  rise  in  him.  Had  my  lips  inherited 
the  softness  of  Mother’s  when  she  was  a  girl?” 

Although  Antonio  attends  public  schools,  Ignacio 
is  kept  in,  and  thus  his  education  and  religious  training 
are  left  to  Matilde.  She  brings  in  a  friend  to  tutor  him, 
and  her  confessor  oversees  his  religious  upbringing. 
Gomez-Arcos  is  very  funny  at  times,  and  never  more  so 
than  when  he  pokes  fun  at  the  mix-up  of  church  and 
state  under  Franco.  When  the  priest  asks  Ignacio  if  he 
believes  in  God,  he  answers,  “Blindly,  father.” 

On  the  day  of  Ignacio’s  first  communion,  Antonio 
gives  him  a  ring  and,  by  a  bubbling  brook,  the  older 
brother  enters  the  younger  for  the  first  time.  “It  was  the 
longest  and  shortest  day  of  my  life .  I  felt  it  was  truly  the 
day  of  my  first  communion.” 

But  Antonio  and  Ignacio  soon  begin  having 
problems.  Carlos  is  dying,  and  Antonio  feels  guilt  for 
the  pleasure  he  and  Ignacio  take  together.  He  is  also 


■m  studying  hard  for  a  degree  in  engineering.  Ignacio 
)  enters  high  school,  and,  feeling  ignored,  has  several 
brief,  unsatisfying  trysts  with  male  classmates.  During 
this  period,  Matilde  says  to  him:  “You  might  just  have 
that  seed  of  anarchy.  I  think  you  are  going  to  destroy 
everything  I  hate,  the  order  that  devoured  me.  You 
aren’t  my  son,  you’re  myself.  ...” 

After  Carlos’  death,  Antonio  goes  off  to  a  job  in 
Venezuela.  Soon  thereafter  a  letter  arrives  saying  that 
he  will  be  married.  Ignacio  is  crushed.  In  a  short  time 
Matilde  dies,  and  on  her  tombstone  Ignacio  writes,  “the 
family  sickness:  ‘Born  dead.’” 

In  the  seven  years  since  his  mother’s  death,  Ignacio 
has  spent  his 'time  in  Paris  and  London  "purifying 
myself  in  shit. ...  I  wanted  only  to  be  myself.  And  now  I 
am.”  When  Antonio  finally  arrives  at  their  old  home, 
he  has  brought  his  wife,  whom  Ignacio  dubs  “Graduate 
American  Evelyn.”  But  she  can’t  keep  them  apart.  “I 
|  love  you  because  you’re  disorder,”  Antonio  says  to 
Ignacio.  Ignacio  responds:  “I  love  you  because  I  like 
j  destruction. . . .  We’ve  inherited  a  streak  of  anarchy,  you 
know.” 

Antonio  conveniently  dumps  “Graduate  American 
Evelyn,”  and  Clara  conducts  the  ceremony  in  which 
Antonio  and  Ignacio  marry.  On  the  last  page,  Ignacio, 
the  carnivorous  lamb  with  the  seed  of  anarchy,  lists  the 
dead;  all  oppressors,  including  his  country,  Spain.  But 
j|  “Mother-me  is  named  Matilde.  Alive.  Father-Carlos  is 
o  named  my  brother.  Alive....  My  name  is  Ignacio.  Here. 
j|  Triumphant.  Alive.” 

S  The  Carnivorous  Lamb  deals  with  all  the  big 
1 1  themes:  family,  politics,  religion,  sex,  and  death.  But 
^  as  in  the  best  of  literature,  they  are  intrinsic,  organic, 
and  propelled  forward  by  character,  plot,  situation. 
Agustin  Gomez-Arcos  is  also  to  be  praised  for  his 
courageous  portrayal  of  the  incestuous  relationship  as 
simply  the  most  positive  and  nurturing  to  emerge 
from  this  family.  Here,  it  is  as  natural  as  the  power  of 
love. 

Feminist  Sci-Fi 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  1 

to  free  them  to  the  open  sea,  and  to  go  with  them  for  as 
long  as  she  can. 

While  “From  a  Sinking  Ship”  is  clearly  intended  to 
illustrate  (most  of)  our  presumption  in  considering 
humans  to  be  the  superior  species,  the  point  is  not 
belabored.  Instead,  the  focus  is  on  Susannah,  who  is 
shown  to  be  a  full-bodied  character.  Although  she 
occasionally  cants  toward  melodrama,  for  the  most  part 
I  was  able  to  understand  and  sympathize  with  her.  I’ve 
never  particularly  cared  for  fish  (I  know,  dolphins  are 
mammals),  but  I  was  able  to  appreciate  Susannah’s 
choice  to  go  with  Josie  rather  than  to  remain  among 
humans. 

Another  story  which  I  particularly  enjoyed  was 
Racoona  Sheldon’s  “Morality  Meat.”  Here  the  central 
character,  Maylene,  is  a  poor,  Black,  teenage  single 
mother.  Because  she  can’t  afford  to  care  for  her  child, 
Maylene  elects  to  give  her  two-month-old  daughter  up 
for  adoption.  The  story  shifts  between  scenes  of 
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Camp,  but  Not  Casual 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  1 

Bud  uses  the  “Imaginary  Lover”  (“One’s  concept  of 
what  love  is  supposed  to  feel  like”)  to  explain  Carlo’s 
behavior.  “Carlo  has  no  concept.  He  is  his  own 
Imaginary  Lover.  And  you  know  what  I  think?  I  think 
Daniel  wants  to  be  Carlo’s  Imaginary  Lover,  and  things 
are  getting  hot.  Very  unbalanced,  true-love  hot.  And 
Carlo  is  uncertain.  For  the  first  time  in  his  life.” 

Worse  —  when  Carlo  tries  to  drop  Daniel,  Daniel 
won’t  be  dropped.  Bud  has  to  give  one  of  his  special 
dinners  (there’s  only  one  kind:  “Tree  Tavern  frozen 
pizza,  spruced  up  with  extra  cheese,  ketchup,  oil,  and 
oregano,  and  martyred  in  a  raging  oven  for  dark  crust”) 
to  get  Carlo  and  Daniel  together  for  the  denouement. 

Of  course,  I’m  not  going  to  give  it  away.  Nor  am  I 
going  to  abstract  the  main  question  from  this  story  as  I 
did  from  those  other  four  (though  I  can’t  pass  up  the 
novel  “What  is  gay  about  employment?"  question 
lurking  in  these  pages).  Nor  can  I  give  the  answers,  to 
this  or  any  other  questions  any  of  these  stories  poses. 
The  stories  are  the  answers. 

I  will  answer  the  question  that  may  be  floating 
about  in  some  people’s  minds.  I  like  these  stories  a  lot. 
In  fact,  I  probably  qualify  as  a  fan.  They  began 
appearing  in  Christopher  Street  a  couple  of  years 
ago, and  when  they  were  silently  discontinued  last  year 
and  I  suspected  the  worst,  I  was  very  near  to  writing  a 
bellowing  letter  to  the  editor.  Happily,  Ethan  Mordden 
was  simply  taking  time  off  to  put  together  this  book. 
His  editing  has  been  choosy:  half  the  stories  are  new, 
and  as  many  already-published  stories  are  not  included. 

I  realize,  though,  that  these  stories  won’t  be  to 
everybody’s  taste.  They  portray  a  lifestye  that  some  find 
intimidating,  silly,  or  offensive.  It’s  not,  I  should 
perhaps  mention,  a  lifestyle  I  have  had  much  contact 
with.  Reading  these  stories  thus  has  for  me  an  exotic, 
escapist  appeal  that  wouldn’t  be  possible  for  some.  But 
if  you’ve  a  taste  for  fairy  tales  or  an  interest  in  “Gay,” 
you  might  let  political  correctness  go  to  bed  early  some 
night  while  you  settle  down  for  a  delightful  read.  I 
guarantee  you  won’t  feel  you’ve  been  in  Kansas. 

Una  &  Radclyffe: 
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life  of  its  author  and  her  lover  does  not. 

Ultimately,  we  feel  more  sympathy  for  Una,  who 
sacrificed  more  but  also  drew  comfort  from  the  years  she 
devoted  to  the  relationship.  I  liked  the  Ormrod  book 
better  because  it  was  a  move  moving  portrait  of  Una, 
told  more  from  her  point  of  view.  Also,  while  both 
women  shared  conservative  politics,  including  an 
admiration  for  Mussolini’s  fascism,  Hall  was  also  very 
personally  bigoted.  Baker  gives  us  many  more  details 
than  necessary  about  the  women’s  moving  households, 
their  dogs,  and  other  minutiae  of  their  lives.  Both 
books  deal  well  with  the  two  other  major  events  in  their 
lives:  their  many  years  of  psychic  work,  and  the 
obscenity  trial  of  The  Well.  The  major  discrepancy  be¬ 
tween  the  two  books  is  Ormrod’s  assertion  that  Ernest 


Troubridge  gave  Una  a  venereal  disease  which  may  have 
been  a  reason  for  one  of  her  long  periods  of  abstinence 
from  John.  Michael  Baker,  on  the  other  hand,  supports 
Ernest  Troubridge’s  contention  that  Una  spread  the 
rumor  as  an  explanation  for  their  separation. 

Both  authors  quote  primary  sources  extensively, 
but  frequently  don’t  footnote  important  and  revealing 
passages,  an  inconsistency  I  disliked.  Both  rely  too 
heavily  on  the  fictional  Stephen  Gordon  for  Radclyffe 
Hall’s  inner  thoughts  and  turmoils.  Both  books  also 
propose  that  if  Hall  were  alive  today  she  would  identify 
as  a  transsexual  and  probably  opt  for  surgery,  as  well.  I 
think  this  shows  a  lack  of  understanding  of  what  being 
a  lesbian  means.  In  the  early  part  of  this  century  many 
lesbians  probably  felt  that  their  sexual  preference 
meant  they  should  have  been  born  male,  but  I’m  not 
sure  Hall  would  feel  that  now.  Una  gives  us  a  hint  of 
this  in  her  diaries:  she  referred  to  many  of  their  lesbian 
friends  as  “he,”  and  most,  if  not  all,  had  male  nick¬ 
names  (Chris,  Tony,  Micky),  but  never  is  John  referred 
to  as  “he.”  John  may  have  dressed  severely  from  the 
waist  up,  but  almost  always  wore  skirts. 

Baker  and  Ormrod  see  Hall  and  Troubridge  as 
male /female  (butch /femme)  but  fail  to  see  the  duality 
of  masculine  and  feminine  in  both  parties  of  a  lesbian 
couple.  Both  John  and  Una  exhibited  “male”  and 
“female”  inner  and  outer  qualities. 

Radclyffe  Hall  was  a  celebrity  in  her  day,  yet  her 
books,  except  for  The  Well  of  Loneliness ,  are  hardly 
remembered  and  are  still  hard  to  find.  While  there 
were  probably  better  novels  on  Catholic  themes,  for 
many  years  there  were  no  other,  or  better,  lesbian 
novels.  Hall  deserves  her  celebrity  for  being  the  first 
lesbian  who  wrote  so  openly  about  what  being  a  lesbian 
meant  to  her.  Her  biography  and  that  of  her  her- 
storically-minded  lover,  Una  Troubridge,  enlarge  our 
understanding  of  our  pasts  while  also  helping  us  to  see 
and  understand  our  present. 

Feminist  Sci-Fi 
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Maylene  waiting  outside  of  the  adoption  center  to  see 
who  will  pick  up  her  child,  a  board  of  trustees  meeting 
within  the  center,  and  a  trucker’s  accident  near  an  elite 
country  club. 

The  shiftings  back  and  forth  between  these  scenes 
are  very  effective  in  building  suspense  and  broadening 
Sheldon’s  critique  of  a  society  not  unlike  our  own.  The 
characters  are  carefully  depicted  and,  for  the  most  part, 
quite  sympathetic.  In  general,  I  found  myself  im¬ 
pressed  by  how  much  Sheldon  was  able  to  pack  into  this 
short  story.  My  only  criticism  of  “Morality  Meat”  was 
that  its  gruesome  turn  of  events  was  so  extreme  as  to  be 
sensationalistic. 

“Mab”  is  the  final  story  that  I’ll  mention.  Written 
by  Penny  Casdagli,  it  concerns  an  older  woman,  Iska 
Battenbury,  who,  through  various  yoga  exercises, 
manages  spontaneous  conception,  post-menopause. 
Her  child,  Mab,  is  born  several  months  later  by  cracking 
through  Iska’s  skull.  Inspired  by  the  love  of  her  tiny 
daughter  (Mab  is  only  a  few  inches  tall),  and  propelled 


by  a  support  group  made  up  of  young,  dykey  types 
from  her  yoga  class,  Iska  resolves  to  lecture  on  the 
wonders  of  parthenogenic  birth.  Needless  to  say,  we, 
the  readers,  are  treated  to  this  lecture  as  well....  As  the 
story  concludes,  all  but  two  or  three  men  have  trooped 
out  of  the  auditorium  where  Iska  is  speaking.  All  of  the 
women  remain,  spontaneously  joining  together  in  a 
chant  of  freedom  and  unity  for  all  of  womankind. 

Although  there  are  a  few  moving  sections  in  this 
story,  and  a  few  priceless  digs  at  the  young  feminists 
(“Lillian  was  so  excited  she  had  abandoned  her  macro¬ 
biotic  diet  and  was  tucking  into  a  plate  of  baked 
beans.”),  in  general  the  story  seems  contrived  to  give 
Casdagli  a  platform  for  her  vision  of  a  world  in  which 
men  are  biologically  unnecessary.  (All  paths  lead  to 
parthenogensis??)  I  never  got  a  sense  of  who  Iska  really 
was,  and  the  events  of  the  story,  like  Mab’s  conception, 
seem  to  have  occurred  spontaneously.  At  the  story’s 
conclusion  I  felt  like  one  of  the  men,  a  traitor,  wishing 
I,  too,  could  sneak  out  the  back  door  of  the  auditorium 
and  avoid  having  to  listen  to  the  rest  of  the  tale. 

I  don’t  wish  to  dissuade  potential  readers  of  the 
collection  by  writing  about  “Mab”;  most  of  the  stories 
in  Despatches  are  more  engaging  than  this.  However,  as 
I  mentioned  earlier,  there  is  tendency  throughout  the 
anthology  to  place  principles  before  pathos,  and  often 
the  stories  which  result  are  dull.  In  general,  though, 
Despatches  is  a  good  collection,  full  of  variety  and  new 
ideas. 

Naomi  Mitchison’s  Memoirs  of  a  Spacewoman  is 
billed  as  “a  marvellously  interesting  tale,”  in  which  the 
main  character,  Mary,  a  communications  expect, 
explores  her  sexuality  as  she  travels  to  distant  galaxies. 
The  time  is  the  future  when  humanity  has  evolved 
beyond  the  “mundane”  moral  problems  of  our  present 
world.  “Non-intereference”  is  the  credo  of  these  space- 
age  pioneers  and  compassionate  detachment,  their 
greatest  moral  goal. 

Throughout  the  novel  Mary  recounts  her 
adventures  on  four  different  planets,  as  well  as  her 
experiments  with  new  birthing  techniques  on  her 
homeland,  Terra.  There  is  little  that  holds  these  various 
memoirs  together.  While  Mary’s  interest  in  birthing 
remains  constant,  we  are  never  given  reasons  as  to  why 
she  is  so  interested  in  motherhood,  nor  do  we  see  her 
attitudes  toward  mothering  grow  and  evolve.  Other 
characters  appear  and  disappear  like  shadows,  leaving 
little  mark  of  their  personalities  upon  the  story  as  a 
whole.  We  are  told  that  Mary  has  become  attached  to 
T’o  and  later,  to  Peder,  but  neither  character  is  strong 
enough  that  I  can  sympathize  with  Mary’s  attraction. 

The  only  time  I  really  found  myself  drawn  into  the 
novel  was  when  Mary  was  visiting  a  planet  inhabited  by 
caterpillar-like  creatures  with  an  all-women’s  crew  of 
scientists.  Here  one  of  the  women,  Francoise  is  unable 
to  maintain  the  detachment  so  highly  prized  by  the 
other  scientists.  In  committing  the  heinous  crime  of 
interference,  Francoise  became  the  first,  and  only, 
character  for  whom  I  was  able  to  feel  empathy.  When 
she  was  banished  to  her  homeland,  I  felt  as  though  my 
point  of  view  was  banished  as  well.  My  desire  to  feel  an 
emotional  response  was  not  to  be  fulfilled  again  in  this 
novel. 
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Sex  Obscured 
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burgeoning  off-Broadway.  The 
second  half  of  two  one-acters  — 
the  first.  Something  Unspoken,  is 
an  underwritten  trifle  about 
repressed  lesbians  —  Suddenly  is 
clearly  meant  to  carry  the  weight 
for  the  evening.  Written  at  the 
height  of  his  success,  Suddenly 
was  the  most  shocking  material 
Williams  had  ever  dished  up  to  his 
audience:  homosexuality,  incest, 
voyeurism,  pedophilia,  and  can¬ 
nibalism.  And  all  this  at  a  time 
when  Lawrence  Welk  was  the  top 
show  on  Saturday  night  TV. 

But  if  the  material  in  Suddenly 
Last  Summer  was  shocking,  its 
style  was  also  out  of  the  ordinary. 
The  poetry  of  Glass  Menagerie 
was  becoming  more  bold,  more 
insistent,  and  was  coupled  with 
images  of  sexual,  emotional  and 
physical  violence.  To  some  degree 
Suddenly  is  a  dream  play,  an 
erotic  reverie  and  meditation  on 
death  and  sex.  It  is  certainly  lurid 
enough  to  classify  as  Grand 
Guignol,  but  amid  the  shock  and 
hysteria  Williams  is  concerned 
with  serious  stuff:  the  myriad 
ways  in  which  people  use  one 
another  in  order  to  avoid  the  com¬ 
plications  and  responsibilities  of 
love. 
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in  Williams  Productions 


The  New  Ehrlich  does  the  best 
it  can  with  Something  Unspoken, 
but  it  feels  like  an  acting  exercise 
at  best.  Williams’  portraits  of 
women,  which  are  usually  so  com¬ 
plex  and  rich,  are  totally  lacking 
here.  Both  women  characters  are 
over-intellectualized  concepts  in¬ 
dicating  sexual  repression,  but 
signifying  nothing  dramatically. 

With  Suddenly,  the  New 
Ehrlich  comes  out  slightly  to  the 
side,  but  not  the  center,  of  the 
play.  The  thrust  of  the  play  is  a 
fight  between  old  Mrs.  Venable 
(Mary  Klug)  and  her  neice, 
Catherine  (Terry  Stoecker),  who 
had  witnessed  the  death  of 
Venable’s  son  (Catherine’s 
cousin)  Sebastian.  Everything 
comes  out  in  the  wash  —  there  is 
more  dirt  than  clothes  here  —  and 
what  becomes  most  apparent  is 
that  sex,  like  violence,  is  a  force 
which  can  be  used  for  good  or 
evil.  Williams’  dialogue  here  is 
heightened  and  extreme  and 
unless  the  actors  can  sustain  the 
dream  mood  and  tension,  the  best 
intentions  are  all  for  nothing. 
With  lines  like  “[he]  looked  like  a 
big  white-paper  wrapped  bunch  of 
red  roses  that  had  been  tom, 
thrown,  crushed!  —  against  that 


blazing  white  wall  ...”  Suddenly 
takes  chances  which  bring  it 
almost  to  being  a  parody  of 
Williams’  work.  It  is  a  fine  line 
between  capturing  the  mood  and 
just  presenting  the  play.  The  New 
Ehrlich  does  not  make  a  mess  of  it 

—  which  would  be  very  easy  to  do 

—  but  they  do  miss  out  on  the 
crazy  energy,  and  the  hypersex¬ 
uality  that  fuels  that  energy.  In  the 
end  their  Suddenly  becomes  a 
rather  mundane,  if  lurid,  “what  I 
did  on  my  summer  vacation.” 

It  is  wonderful  that  people  are 
finally  paying  attention  to  Ten¬ 
nessee  Williams  again.  These  two 
productions,  while  perfectly 
respectable,  are  somewhat  disap¬ 
pointing  because  they  both  lack 
the  energy  and  insight  that  made 
them  so  unique  to  begin  with. 
Tennessee  Williams’  work  will 
always  be  with  us,  and  the  sexual 
temper  and  tone  of  his  plays, 
however  delivered  in  production, 
will  be  signposts  for  where  we 
have  been  and  what  is  possible  — 
both  in  life  and  in  art. 


Terry  Stoecker  as  Catherine  in  Suddenly  Last  Summer. 
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Iro  ail  those  who  in  ano  out  of] 
Prison  fight  against  their  bondage] 

|AI«<nd«r  Berk  man.  Prison  Memoirs  ol  an| 

*  nJiwintuiiiini»wwitimwtniimtKWtwwnt| 


My  loneliness  has  become  my 
I  dearest  friend  in  here,  but  at  this  time 
I  am  seeking  friendship  with  a 
woman.  I  like  the  simple  things  out  of 
life  because  I  know  what  it  is  to  share 
[  as  well  as  not  to  have.  I’ll  answer  all 
letters.  Thank  you.  Barbara  FELDER, 
PO  Box  535,  Jessup  MD  20794 


Lesbian,  androgynous,  monogamous, 
like  skiing,  quiet  evenings  at  home, 
I  but  also  the  night-life,  Ex-DJ,  Like 
poetry  and  women's  music.  I’d  like  a 
friend.  I  have  no  family  here.  Please 
write  and  lift  the  loneliness.  Carol 
REID,  160643,  PO  Box  8540  —  561, 
Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


I’m  20  yr  old  Indian  woman,  lesbian  to 
the  heart,  lonely  and  a  loyal  young 
dyke  looking  for  friends.  (Can’t  write 
other  prisoners.)  Michelle  [“Mikey"] 
SAUL,  800690A,  Box  A  Unit  G-8, 
ji2ak]lgij^A^23i1i9i>-i — — — 


GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
PRISONER  PROJECT 
We  send  free  papers,  books  (when 
l  they  are  donated  and  money  for 
|  postage  is  available),  and  run  free 
penpal  ads.  (There's  sometimes  a 
long  waiting  list  because  of  limited 
space.)  As  we  get  more  volunteers 
we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
|  make  the  connections  between  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  behind  bars  and 
those  of  us  on  the  outside.  If  you  can 
!  help  with  your  time  or  a  contribu- 
1  tion  of  mainly  gay  paperbacks  or  of 
money),  we  are  at  167  Tremont, 
Boston,  MA  02111.  THANKS! 


Sentimental  type  down  for  2  years 
looking  for  romantic  sentimental  type 
to  share  thoughts,  dreams  and 
possibly  more.  I’m  23,  black  hair  and 
will  answer  all  letters.  Dwayne 
BROWN,  30966-060,  Box  1000,  Milan 
Ml  48160. 


I  will  be  up  for  parole  in  June  of  86 
and  would  like  to  parole  to  Mass. 
(Boston)  but  don’t  know  anyone  out 
that  way.  If  any  GCN  readers  (I’ve 
been  one  for  awhile  now)  would  get  in 
touch  and  be  information  sources  for 
me,  I’d  really  appreciate  it.  Thanks! 
Bill  ST.GERMAIN,  83B259,  Box  500, 
Elmira  NY  14902. 


My  lover  left  Dec  23  and  it’s  very  lone¬ 
ly  here  now  that  he’s  gone.  I’m 
enclosing  a  poem  (dedicated  to  him) 
and  a  penpal  ad.  Lonely  prisoner 
needs  someone  to  talk  to.  Please 
write  George  L.  CLARK,  96249  (N2B), 
Box  11401,  Yardville  NJ  08620. 


Lonely  gay  prisoner  coming  out  in 
June  seeking  someone  for  friendship 
and  possible  long-lasting  relation¬ 
ship.  Raymond  J.  MARTINEZ,  068152, 
PO  Box  875,  Chattahoochee  FL  32324 


I’m  looking  for  someone  I  can  confide 
in  and  possibly  even  become  very 
(platonically)  close  to.  I  play  guitar 
and  drums  and  enjoy  the  beach 
scene.  Terry  SHEROUSE,  A-487573, 
Box  500-EA5,  Olustee  FL  32072. 


23,  here  for  a  year,  hoping  to  get  some 
letters.  James  Lee  LEGGETT,  50026, 
818  Jefferson  Ave,  Moundsville  W V 
26041. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


PRISONERS  WRITING  PRISONERS 
States  that  DO  usually  let  prisoners 
write  other  state  prisoners  (with  per¬ 
mission)  are:  Ver,  Mass,  NY,  Fla,  NJ, 
Miss,  Ohio,  Penn,  N.Car,  Kan,  Tex, 
Cal,  N.Mex,  Colo,  Ore,  Mont,  Wash, 
La,  Neb,  Mary,  Vir,  Ariz. 

States  that  DON’T  (or  only  with  dif- 
i  ficulty)  let  prisoners  write  each  other 
|  are:  Ala,  IU,  Okla,  Nev,  Iowa,  Id, 
WVir,  Wyo,  Tenn,  Wise,  Ind. 

If  you  have  info  on  states  not 
listed  above  (ot  corrections)  or  on 
I  Federal  prisoners,  please  let  us  know.  It 
j  saves  other  prisoners  a  lot  of  wasted 
postage. 


PENPAL  Programs 
|  Joint  Venture  (men  only).  Box  26-8484, 
Chicago  It  60626 

Metropolitan  Community  Church(MCC), 
Box  7226,  St.  Louis  MO  63177  (for 
|  prisoners  in  111,  Ind,  Ohio  and  MO  only). 
MCC,  5 300,  Santa  Monica,  Btvd,  Los 
|  Angeles  CA  90029 

MCC,  c/o  Jim  Powell,  1919  Decatur, 
j  Houston  TX  77007 

I  Anarchist  Penpals  Unlimited,  c/o 
Telegnosis,  CP  95  Stn  D  'Armes,  Montreal 
I  PQ.H2Y  3E9  (Canada;  same  postage) 

I  /Let  GCN  hear  how  these  programs  work 
1  for  you,  and  if  you  know  of  any  others. 
I  Thanks!] _ 


New  prisoner  rag!!! 
Telegnosis  wants  to  put  prisoners,  | 
ex-prisoners,  rebels,  anti- 
i  authoritarians,  anarchists,  non¬ 
conformists,  libertarians,  gay  ac¬ 
tivists,  etc.  in  touch  with  each  other!  I 
Sent  FREE  to  prisoners!  (donations  I 
welcome,  of  course)  Write:l 
Telegnosis,  CP  95  Stn  Place  D’Armes,  I 
Montreal,  PQ,  H2Y  3E9  Canada  (same  | 
!  postage  as  for  U.S.) _ 


BULLDOZER 
An  excellent  prisoner  politics  rag!  Their  I 
subtitle  is:  “the  only  vehicle  for  prison  | 
reform”(bulldozer!)  They  would  like  to  I 
hear  from  some  gay  prisoners  out  there  I 
with  some  articles  about  your  experience  I 
as  gay  prisoners.  Drop  them  a  line  at:  PSC I 
Publishers,  Box  5052  Sta.“A”,  Toronto,] 
Ont.  M5W  1W4  Canada  (same  postage  as  I 
for  U.S.) 


BEL 


IND  BARS 


I’ve  filed  a  grievance  to  get  GCN  in 
I  here  to  us  (6  people  with  ARC  and  3 
with  AIDS)  and  hope  we’ll  win.  Mean- 1 
while  can  we  try  for  some  penpals? 
[Sensitive  Cancer  needs  friends  to  I 
[  talk  to.  Currently  in  medical  unit;  love 
.'music,  poetry,  travel  and  dark-haired 
men  with  mustaches.  Please  write: 

I  Greg  SCOTT,  ACMI-EF-150765,  2B-11, 

P  3001  Gordon  Hwy,  Grovetown,  GA  | 
[30813; 


Isiim  attractive  man  with  ARC  seeks 
1  correspondence.  Interests  are  music, 
[science,  fiction,  theatre  and  good 
•  conversation.  Looking  for  someone 
I  about  my  age  (late  20s);  Ronnie 
[MEYER,  ACMI-EF-185801, 2B-06,  3001 
I  Gordon  Hwy,  Grovetown  GA  30813; 


Slim  doe-eyed,  black  male  with  ARC  | 
\  would  like  to  correspond  with  people 
who  either  have  info  or  the  desire  to 
'  write  to  someone  who  needs  a  friend. 
Robert  GAITHER,  ACMI-EF-130978, 
i  2B-15,  3001  Gordon  Hwy,  Grovetown] 
GA  30813.  


Handsome,  athletic,  positive  and 
honest  person  seeking  a  dominant 
and  aggressive  individual  for  a  long 
term  commitment.  August  release. 
Would  like  to  relocate.  I  am  not  a  shy 
person  so  you  need  not  be  either. 
Charles  E.  SKINNER,  36286,  2323 
East  Ave.  J,  Omaha  NE  68110. 


be  here  for  at  least  7  years  and 
[would  like  a  long  friendship  with 
somebody.  My  current  interests  are 
[mainly  weightlifting,  cooking,  camp¬ 
ling,  the  beach,  music  and  reading; 
[not  much  for  the  night  life.  Please 
[let’s  become  friends.  Dennis  JONES, 
|394877,  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX  75851 


[Downhearted  GM  seeking  either  true 
|  queens,  TV/TS  or  effeminate  gay  per¬ 
son.  George  WILKES,  062250,  PO  Box  I 
I  158.  No.881,  Lowell  FL  32663. 


Attractive  male  into  bodybuilding, 
music  and  fashion  designing.  I  like  to  I 
I  watch  as  well  as  play  most  sports. 

|  Seeking  communication  with  people  i 
J  who  are  liberal-minded  and  kind. 
Thomas  BARR,  PO  Box  137,  Tillery  | 
NC  27887. 


I’ll  be  free  in  a  year.  Please  write. 
Michael  BREWER,  184-419,  Box  | 
45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 


[Curley  brown  haired  blue  eyed 
prisoner  into  meeting  new  people  and  [ 
being  friends.  Michael  DUPREE,] 
38030,  Box  2,  Lansing  KS  66043 


Roger  Ide 
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Saints 


Continued  from  page  1 

their  homophobia  under  cover 
now  because  it  would  be  detrimen¬ 
tal  to  them  in  the  licensing  hear¬ 
ing.  Instead,  issues  such  as  noise, 
parking  and  alcohol  keep  being  re¬ 
hashed. 

Amelia  Bye,  a  lesbian  who  lives 
near  the  club  and  supports  it, 
thinks  that  the  meetings  are  giving 
community  members  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  address  problems  in  the 
neighborhood  that  are  not  at  all 
connected  to  the  Saints’  club. 
“People  were  bringing  up  issues 
like  cars  speeding  on  Lamartine 
Street  [near  the  club]  and  the  lack 
of  parking.  These  problems  are 
not  just  Saints-related.  They  [resi¬ 
dents]  are  about  to  have  a  new 
subway  stop  in  their  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  there  have  been  other 


changes  in  the  neighborhood.” 
Bye  added,  “A  woman  at  the 
meeting  said  one  of  the  good 
things  about  the  Saints  being  there 
is  that  the  meeting  brought  the 
community  together  and  people 
are  finding  ways  to  do  something 
about  problems.” 

The  club,  whch  will  include  a 
sauna,  whirlpool  and  workout 
room,  will  be  for  members  only. 
Membership  will  be  five  dollars  a 
month.  Women  cannot  come  into 
the  club  and  automatically 
become  members.  They  will  have 
to  fill  out  an  application  for  mem¬ 
bership. 

“We  want  this  to  be  a  safe  place 
for  women,”  said  Moscato.  “For 
working  class  women,  it’s  impor¬ 
tant  to  be  in  a  bar,  but  we  don’t 
push  alcohol.” 


“Our  consciousness  grew  as  we 
worked  at  the  old  bar,”  Boucher 
elaborated.  “I  drank  a  lot  and  we 
ended  up  making  a  rule  that  we 
don’t  drink  while  we  work.  We 
worked  with  the  Amethyst 
Women  (an  organization  for 
sober  dykes)  so  that  they  wouldn’t 
feel  that  they  had  to  drink.” 

In  the  new  club,  the  Saints  plan 
to  provide  alcohol-free  and 
smoke-free  rooms  for  members. 
Pressure  to  drink  will  be  minimiz¬ 
ed  by  keeping  the  price  and  size  of 
non-alcoholic  drinks  reasonable, 
explained  Goings. 

The  original  Saints’  club  spon¬ 
sored  benefits  for  lesbian  custody 
cases;  Joann  Little,  a  Black 
prisoner  convicted  for  murdering 
her  rapist;  progressive  political 
work;  and  women  in  prison.  They 


often  had  music  or  poetry 
readings.  Lesbian  poets  such  as 
Judy  Grahn  and  Pat  Parker  read 
there  at  a  time  when  there  were 
not  many  places  available  for  such 
events.  “A  lot  of  women  musi¬ 
cians  started  at  the  Saints,”  said 
Moscato,  “B.B.  K’Roche,  Meg 
Christian  and  Deadly 
Nightshade.” 

Excited  by  the  possibilities  of 
the  new  club,  the  Saints  are  talk¬ 
ing  about  art  shows,  concerts, 
films,  videos,  theater,  and  Sunday 
brunches. 

All  of  this  will  be  possible  if 
they  do  not  get  the  liquor  license, 
but  it  will  be  much  harder,  said 
the  collective  members.  If  the 
license  does  not  come  through, 
they  will  attempt  to  expand  the 
variety  of  food  that  will  be  for  sale 


in  order  to  generate  more  income. 

Supporters  of  the  club  are 
circulating  petitions  to  give  to  the 
licensing  commission.  The  Saints 
are  also  looking  for  financial  sup¬ 
port  in  the  form  of  loans.  They 
estimate  that  they  need  approx¬ 
imately  $30,000  at  eight  percent 
interest.  Donations  are  also 
welcome. 

The  Saints  ask  that  people  who 
are  supportive  of  their  club  in  the 
neighborhood  come  to  the  liquor 
licensing  hearing  on  January  22  in 
City  Hall,  Room  801.  People  are 
also  welcome  to  stop  in  at  the 
building  on  45  Danforth  Street, 
Jamaica  Plain  to  help  with 
renovations  inside  or  to  just  sit 
and  have  a  cup  of  coffee  and  chat, 
said  Monroe.  The  Saints  can  be 
reached  at  524-9737  or  266-1708. 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 


JOIN 


THE  HARVEST! 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


An  Introduction  Service  For 
Lesbian  and  Cay  Professionals 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 

Discreet  •  Discriminating  •  Sincere 
If  you  demand  confidentiality ,  call 

731-8934 


introductory  half-price  special 


Dr.  Jan  Rising,  DC 


380  Washington  Street,  Brighton,  MA  02135  (617)  789-4290 


It’s  not  too  late! 

Volunteer  work  brigades  leaving 
for  Nicaragua  from  January  1 1 
through  March  8  to  help  with 
coffee  and  cotton  harvests.  Two- 
or  three-week  periods,  approxi¬ 
mate  cost  $400  plus  travel.  Also, 
special  elders’  brigade  in  January. 
CASA  Nicaragua  Committee 

787-4729 


ATHLETIC  AND  DANCE  INJURY 

A  Multi-Faceted  Approach 

traditional  and  contemporary  chiropractic  care 
at  reasonable  costs 
Serving  Downtown  Boston 


structural  causes/nutritional  consideration 
rehabilitation  exercises/prevention  programs 


DR.  ANDREW  TOWLEN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Bay  Area  Chiropractic/80  Boylston/Suite  845 
Boston/021 16/Hours  by  Appointment 

542-9711 


STANHOPE 

>— FRAMERS— 1 

Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 


Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 

Please  visit  both  our  locations 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  021 15 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02 143 

by  appointment  only 
666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


■keep-Mp 

healthy 

8c 

save  you 

$20  off 
the 

newsstand 
.  price 


DOMMgWN 

(ffiC  3387037 


Let's  Go  to  Brunch  l  * 


HOMOSEXUALITY  &  HOMOPHOBIA: 
A  Dialogue  for  the  Community, 

Gay  and  Straight 


Saturday 
January  25,  1986 
2-5  p.m. 


Harriet  Tubman  House 
566  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston 


Donation  —  $10 


Co-sponsored  by  the  Boston  Institute  for  Social  Therapy  and  Research, 
the  New  England  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus,  and  the  New  Alliance  Party. 


For  tickets  or  information  call: 
524-7710/522-9849 


/ 


Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 


669  Somerville  Avenue,  Somerville,  MA  02143 

Near  the  Porter  Square  T  Hatton 

(617)  628-9547 

insurance  accepted  MO  &  VISA  welcome 


•  f  rec  initial  consultations  •  Nutritional  counseling 

•  Non-force  techniques  •  Exercise  programs 


Where  else  can  you  get  drills, 
bit  parts,  and  theater 
l  in  the  square?  ^ 


Dickson  Bros.  Of  Course! 


Now  that  Harvard  Square  has  cleaned  up  its  act,  you  can  again 
enjoy  the  energy  and  excitement. 

And  don't  forget  your  old  fiend  Dickson  Bros.  The  hardware  store 
with  more. 

For  all  your  supply  needs,  we  simply  can't  be  upstaged. 


Ptdaon  Bros.  Co.  •  26  Brattle  St.  *  Cambridge « 876-6760 


A  HARDWARE  STORE  AND  MORE 
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DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  orGF  would  do  as  well. _ Q 


PERSONALS _ 

SWEETEST  TABOOS— FROM  THE 
SANCTIFIED  LADY 

When  will  I  star  in  your  xxx  movie? 
When  will  I  again  feel  the  warmth  of  of 
your  hot  pink  nipples  against  my  back? 
When  will  I  feel  your  labia  smothering 
my  breath  and  your  clit  betwen  my 
teeth?  And  all  that  hot  cum!!  You  are 
my  favorite  JP  Lick! _ , '  (27) 

L,  22,  student,  irreverent,  hopeless 
romantic,  food/music  freak  seeks  same 
or  older  for  companionship,  concerts, 
movies,  and  oh  yes,  possibly  more. 
Please  write  PO  Box  1435,  Cambridge, 
MA  and  bear  your  soul. _ (27) 

CUTEST  GIRL  IN  NEW  ENGLAND 
Well,  I  guess  this  is  it.  I  just  want  you  to 
know,  these  have  been  the  best  four 
years  of  my  life!  I  wouldn’t  change  a 
thing.  You  deserve  the  best,  I  hope  you 
get  it.  I'll  always  love  you.  DJ. _ (27) 

GWM,  Western  MA,  26,  attractive,  in¬ 
telligent,  seeks  friendship  and  possible 
relationship  with  someone  around  my 
age  who  would  appreciate  my  sense  of 
humor  and  shares  a  similar  gay  sen¬ 
sibility.  My  interests  include  pro¬ 
gressive  and  gay  politics,  visiting  the 
city,  film,  music  and  fiction.  If  you  get 
excited  about  Aretha’s  latest  hit,  but 
can  appreciate  a  Truffaut  film  or  an  Ann 
Beattie  story,  we  could  be  compatible 
and  I  would  like  to  hear  from  you.  Reply 
Box  20. _ (29) 

LF,  35,  looking  for  that  special  woman 
enjoy  movies,  dancing  and  dinners.  I 
have  a  sense  of  humor  and  enjoy  life. 
But  something  is  missing.  Box  23.  (27) 

Feminine  If,  31,  seeks  same,  35-45. 
Quiet,  honest  and  sincere.  Enjoys 
movies,  dinner  and  good  talks.  Please 
reply  Box  15. _ (27) 

GWM,  30,  5'6",  135,  moust.,  attr.,  seeks 
gm,  25-35,  cleancut,  preppy,  boyish 
good  looks  for  friendship  and  winter 
nites.  PO  Box  1319  Boston,  MA  02117. 
_ (27) 

PSYCHIC  VIBES  TO  PAULA 

Get  me  out  of  here!  Last  saw  you  and 
friends  in  1980  when  I  was  MIT  student. 
Please  contact  me.  Thanks!  Reply  Box 

18. _ (30) 

Attr  fern,  gwf,  29,  seeks  same  (or  older) 
for  friendship/romance.  Writer,  many 
tatents  and  interests.  Warm,  mature, 
gentle,  fun-loving.  Seeking  sane, 
adventerous,  passionate,  caring  in¬ 
dividual  whose  interst  range  from 
amusememnt  parks  to  walks  in  the 
woods.  Box  19. _ (28) 

Romantic,  strong  caring  womanly  I,  33, 
seeks  special  friend.  Passions:  music, 
people-watching,  movies,  plays,  nature, 
politics.  Seek  warm,  affectionate  per¬ 
son,  30-50,  who  knows  herself,  is  open, 
warm,  real,  deep.  Reply  to  GCN  Box  21 . 
_ (29) 

I  am  a  If,  29,  with  a  passion  for  music 
and  creativity— feisty  yet  tender,  sen¬ 
suous,  attractive.  Also  slightly  cynical, 
but  basically  a  romantic  mush  at  heart. 
Looking  for  enticing  response-for 
friendship,  passion  or  romance.  Reply 
Box  22. _ (27) 

LF,  30,  (slightly  embarrassed  to  be  do-, 
ing  this)  seeks  intel.,  loving,  fun, 
responsible,  warm,  prof,  down-to-earth, 
cute  person  with  depth,  humor,  eclectic 
Interests  for  whatever  develops.  Must 
be  27  + and  like  animals.  Box  16.  (28) 

CLASS  OF  85— ROCKIE 
GWM,  19,  looking  for  long,  loving  rel. 
with  gwm,  18-22,  with  little/no  exper. 
like  me.  I’m  155,  bl/grn,  w/must. 
Love  football,  skiing,  and  other  sports. 
I’m  from  Bellingham,  MA  M/A  686  Lin- 
wood  Ave,  PO  Box  487,  Lin  wood,  MA 
01525. _ (27) 

DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requested  book  at  the 
Prisoner’s  Project  is  the  dictionary. 
(Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need 
them  to  wade  thru  law  books  etc.)  If  you 
have  a  spare  one  (paperbacks  especial¬ 
ly),  please  send  it  to:  GCN  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  Thanks! _ (c) 

GAY  JOCK  SEEKS  SAME  FOR  FUN 

26,  5'9",  165;  masc/clean,  hot!  Dig 
sweaty  workouts/wrestling  in  jocks,  or 
bare-assed.  Oil  sessions  are  neat!  Seek 
jock;  18-30,  cln,  in  shape,  cut.  1  Vi  hours 
from  Mass  but  travel.  My  phone  is  (603) 


WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE 


IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre¬ 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door.  _ (c) 


RU  18-25?  Do  U  like  to  go  out  to  dinner, 
movies,  weekend  travel!  I’m  a  proffes- 
sional  successful  wm,  37,  who  lives 
alone,  own  home  on  bus  line!  P.O.  Box 
1489  Bos.  02205. _ (39) 

Simply  -  I’m  a  very  busy  cleancut  Irish 
wm  busnsmn  who  would  like  to  date  a 
cute  Bos?  guy  18-26.  Movies,  dinner 
and  relationship?  PO  Box  1210  Boston, 

MA  02205.  _ (34) 

FREE  MEN'S  HAICUT 

Evenings  Mondays  -  Fridays,  also  Sat. 
and  Sundays.  Watertown  926-5209  (1 7) 

BOOKS  FOR  PRISONERS 

Prison  Book  Program  at  the  Redbook 
Store  in  JP  (Boston),  sends  out  books  to 
prisoners,  mainly  political  and  cultural 
material  (including  gay  stuff!).  The  next 
Sunday  special  mailing  session  will  be 
on  Jan.  12,  4-8  pm.  If  interested  in  put¬ 
ting  in  a  few  (interesting!)  hours  help- 
ing  out,  call  Mike  at  GCN,  426-4469.  (c) 

HAVE  LOVE,  WILL  TRAVEL 

Does  your  baby  need  a  grandma? 
Middle-aged  lesbian  couple  need 
grandchild  to  dote  on.  Will  exchange 
refs.  Reply  Box  14. _ (29) 

Presently  incarcerated  swm  mid  30’s, 
seeks  correspondence  from  bi  or  tri 
female.  Friendship  now,  but  could 
become  lifetime  partnership. Reply  Box 
13. _ (27) 

Amiable  gwm,  38,  wants  young  18-24, 
non-smoking,  blond,  clncut/shaven  stu¬ 
dent  escort  on  a  regular  basis!  I  have 
Boston  home  on  the  MBTA  line!  John  j 
265-3595.  Best  time  to  call  7-11  pm.  (34)  I 

di  guy,  very  young  39,  5'9",  175  lbs., 
looking  for  (ideally)  tall  slender  men  for 
sex,  friendship,  movies,  fitness,  etc; 
maybe  more.  Be  sincere.  Box  269.  (29) 

MARK  SOLOMON 

I  am  at  the  New  England  Baptist 
Hospital  and  have  a  case  related  to 
AIDS.  My  phone  number  is  738-5800 
ext.  5757.  After  discharge  my  number 
will  be  338-4985.  I  would  like  to  hear 
from  concerned  friends. _ (c) 

GWM  young  33,  6'1 ",  175-dk  br/br 
moustache-into  clscl  mus,  film,  gym, 
jog,  dinners,  psnl  growth,  some  dncg, 
gnl  intell  interests.  Seeks  GWM-18  +  , 
muscular,  athletic,  sim  interests,  for 
friend,  safe  sex,  rlnshp.  Prefer 
red/blonde  hair,  wt-lifter,  non-smkg,  but 
not  nec.  Box  287  _ .  (28) 

LF  eager  to  share  curiousity  about 
almost  everything:  arts,  politics, 
nature,  personal  growth,  loving,  danc¬ 
ing,  all  wisdoms.  Late  40’s,  child  grown. 
Looking  for  equal  partner.  Write!  Box 
296. _ _ (26) 

GWM,  18-25,  wanted  4A  friend  who  has 
old  fashion  values,  non  promiscuous. 
Ad  by  successful  wm,  37, 
(clncut/clnshavn),  have  my  own  car, 
home!  Write  P.O.  Box  1489  Boston 
02205. _ (39) 

SLAVE  TO  BEAUTY 

GM  gd  Ikng  athletic  ivy  grad,  36,  lean 
hard  5'9",  140  lbs.,  blue  eyes,  br  hair, 
cln  shvn  will  serve  dom  college  men 
18-25,  explore  safe  fun  with  jockstr 
sneaks,  spanking,  JO,  light  SM.  You’re 
slim  muscled  perfect  get  the  worship 
you  deserve.  Box  1397  Cambridge  MA 
02142. _ (24) 

Non-smoking,  no  drugs  wm,  18-25, 
without  mustache  wanted  but  must 
have  values,  intelligence  (prefer  blond 
college  athlete).  Ad  by  wm,  37.  P.O.  Box 
1489  Boston  02205. _ (39) 

INTERESTED  IN  FATHERHOOD? 
Lesbian  seeks  sperm  donor. 
Anonymity/participation  in  child  rear¬ 
ing  negotiable.  Serious  inquiries  only. 
Confidential.  P.O.  Box  60, 
Westborough,  MA  01581. _ (29) 

PUBLICATIONS 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  irreverant  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree,  who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub.  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V.  14/1 8) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept. 
GCN,  33  W  17th  St.,  NY,  NY  10011.  (ex) 


off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  na¬ 
tional/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs);  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample— $3  for  3 
issues!  Write  off  our  backs,  Dept.  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd,  NW,  Room  212, 
Washington,  D.C.  20009. _ (ex) 

TRADING  POST 

WOMEN'S  BARTER  NETWORK 

Short  on  cash,  but  have  lots  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women's 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women’s  organizations/ 
businesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to 
Women’s  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992. _ (30?) 


MOVERS 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU#  25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  smalj 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp.  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community  . 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overttime  charges  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

_ (1) 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MPDU.  #24184 
522-0826 

_ (1) 


,  C3 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS, 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

o. 

cc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

c 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

T 

236-1848 

SERVICES _ _ 

HELP  YOUR  HOUSEPLANTS 
THROUGH  THE  HOLIDAYS 

Greenleaves  plant  care  in  your  home  of¬ 
fers  consultations,  scheduled  atten¬ 
tion,  reasonable  rates.  When  your 
plants  need  help.  Call  354-3854.  (26) 

GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Francis  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 

ACTING  CLASS  FOR  LESBIANS 

Taught  by  Marty  Kingsbury,  playwright 
and  director.  Tuesday  nights  starting 
1/21,  Central  Square,  Camb.  $65.00  for 
10  weeks.  Call  876-8819  for  more 
info.  _ (28) 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


MASS  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832  for  appt. 

COPLEY  SQUARE 

L  looking  for  PCA  hours.  Dependable, 
mature,  references.  Recently  worked  as 
HP  van  driver.  Need  any  hours  before  5 
pm.  Call  Liz  at  776-2147.  Leave 
message.  (28) 

BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 

Subcribe 

Now! 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

VOLUNTEER  COUNSELORS 

sought  for  Women’s  Counseling  and 
Resource  Center  in  Cambridge.  Approx. 
4  hrs./week.  Master’s  level  or  equiv.  and 
feminist  perspective.  Resumes  by  Feb. 
28  to  :  WCRC,  1555  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge  02138.  _ (27) 


HEALTH  PROFESSIONALS  WANTED 
TO  WORK  IN  NICARAGUA: 

Triage  nurse,  lab  tech,  pediatrician  and 
dentist  wanted  to  work  4/86 — 4/87  at 
clinic  in  Esteli  built  by  U.S.  volunteers. 
Functional  Spanish  required.  Send  C.V. 
and  letter  of  intent  to  by  Feb.  15  to 
Vecino  c/o  Peggy  Lynch  26  CpI. 
Mcternan  St.  Cambridge,  MA  02139.  (28) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IWD  Radio  Event  Looking  for  Tapes 

Internt’l  Women’s  Day  Radio  Event, 
Boston,  1986  wants  tapes  for  8th  annual 
24-hr.  day  of  programming  to  air  March 
10  on  WMBR,  Cambridge.  Will  consider 
all  audio  tapes  by,  for,  and  about 
women.  Send  submissions  on  Vi-inch, 
’/2-track,  R/R  tape  at  7'/2  ips  by  Feb.  1,  to 
Kate  Rushin/Made  Kaplan,  186  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.,  Cambridge.  MA.  Include  return 
postage.  Sorry,  can't  accept  cassettes. 


FOR  SALE 


Black  leather  jacket.  Winter  weight, 
quilt  lined.  Perfect  for  cyclists,  cop  or 
security  guard.  Size  52—54,  not  cheap 
but  worth  the  price.  Days  391-3411,  (c) 

Singer  double  needle,  zig-zag  sewing 
machine. $75. 00.  Call  391-341 1 A  (c) 

GOODS _ 

THEA’S  TAROT  A  DECK 
CELEBRATING  WOMEN 

78  bold  black  and  white  cards  in  an  at¬ 
tractive  marron  box.  Explanations  in¬ 
cluded.  $16.50  postage  paid  Medusa 
Graphics  PO  Box  326  W.  Somerville  MA 
02144.  (26) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Phone  482-2900 

LOW  AIRFARES  FROM  BOSTON 

London  $373rt  SF-  $258rt 

Brussels  395rt  SanJuan  198rt 

St.  Martin  349rt  Lima  599rt 

Los  Angeles  258rt  Tokyo(NYC)  729rt 

Montreal  79rt  Hong  Kong(NYC)  829rt 

New  York  66rt  Mexico  City  375rt 

Quebec  l42rt  Seatde  258rt 

Gay 

Cruise  ^ 

SS  Bermuda  Star 
•  New  Orleans  • 

•  Cozumel  (2  days)  • 

•  Key  West  (2  days)  • 

from  $795.00 

Feb.  15  thru  22, 
1986 

LOWEST  PRICES 

ALL  AIRLINES 

CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


.STATE. 


APT. 

ZIP. 


PHONE  L 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

* 

■ 

I 

■ 


Bold  Headlines: 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Business 

X 

.75 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

TOTAL 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof:  x  12.00  =  _ 


TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


I 

I  SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

I  PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
|  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

|  Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
,  GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 

J  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


io%  = 
15%  = 
20%  = 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for.  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


■ 

I 


I 

rfl 


Page  10  •  Gay  Community  News,  January  25,  1986 


TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 


GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

(Ads  will  not  be  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want  the 
ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted  only  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  10  a.m.-l  p.m.) 


ROOMMATES 


2  gw  and  1  gm  need  m  or  w  to  look  for  4 
bd  apt./house  in  Brook/Bri  for  2/15  or 
3/1.  We  are  friendly,  prof.  No  smoker, 
pets.  Call  277-4084  til  11  pm. _ (27) 

Prof  gf  seeks  f  for  luxurious  2  bed,  2 
bath,  balcony  apt.  near  Cool.  Crnr  in 
Brookline.  Must  be  very  clean,  respon¬ 
sible,  fin.  secure.  Grad  student  ok.  $400 
rent.  Available  1/86.  Call  Mary  731-4185. 
Leve  message.  _ (27) 

Porter  Sq-Somerville.  L,  30,  seeks  rmmt 
for  2  bedroom  apt.  w/yard,  parking, 
quiet  street.  Cats  ok.  Prefer  28  + ,  work¬ 
ing  or  grad  student.  Available  Feb.  lst, 
$262.50/mo  +  sec.  dep.  and  V4  utils.  Call 
625-3121,  keep  trying. _ (27) 

JLF  and  If  seek  mature,  responsible  If 
to  share  lovely  3  br  apt.  near  Davis  Sq., 
Som.  99.4  percent  chem  free.  $200+  .  1 
(politically  correct)  cat.  628-4165.  (26) 

2  If’s  seek  3rd  to  share  Ig  apt.  with  2 
baths,  dng  room,  den,  hdwd  firs, 
wsh/dryr,  sunny.  Walk  to  Ashmont  T 
and  Adams  Vil.  $250+  utils.  Call 
265-7220. _ (26) 


LF  30 +,  mature,  resp.,  flex.,  for  2 
spacious  well-furnished  rooms  in  great 
house.  Share  with  2  Ifs.  Fireplace,  large 
yard  and  garden,  screened  porch, 
piano.  Peaceful,  safe  Newtonville 
neighborhood,  close  to  Camb.  and 
Boston.  $250  +  .  Call  Irene  or  Kathy, 
965-0648. _ (27) 

Somerville  L,  39,  and  2  kittens  looking 
for  a  mature  and  responsible  roommate 
to  share  lovely  spacious  apt.  conv.  to 
Davis  and  Porter  Sq.  1st  floor  of  hse, 
w/d  in  house.  Available  Dec.  or  Jan. 
$250+  util.  625-4298. _ (25) 

Cleve  Cir:  2F  sk  indpt  f  23  + .  Scruffy 
basement  apt  w/windows  nr  3  T  lines. 
We’re  friendly,  considerate  and  respect 
privacy.  Non-neatniks,  but  no  pets, 
cigs.  $200  mo  inci.  heat.  739-6566.  (22) 

VICTORIAN  HOME 

2  L’s  28 +  ,  looking  for  2  more  L’s  to 
share  our  9  room  home  in  Upham’s  Cor¬ 
ner,  Dorchester.  This  is  a  beautiful 
house!  Yard,  fireplaces,  near  busses 
and  Strand  Theater.  Looking  for  in¬ 
dependent,  nonsmokers  w/o  pets.  (We 
have  cats.)  $300/mo  includes 
everything.  Available  2/1.  Call  Julie  at 
work  at  576-4341  or  leave  message  at 
288-1286.  (27) 


LF  seeks  friendly  If  to  share  large  2 
bedroom  w/porches.  Ros/JP  line  nearT. 
Chem  and  smoke  free,  sorry  no  more 
pets  (cats).  $200  +  .  Available  Dec.  1st. 
Call  327-3193. _ (20) 

CAMBRIDGE-SOMERVILLE 

Middle-aged  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  please.  Call  David  at 
923—0082. _ (c) 

L,  29,  and  cat  seek  L,  26+  for  2 
bedroom.  Must  be  resp,  indep,  stable. 
I'm  hardworking,  busy  prof.  No  alco, 
drug,  pets.  Camb/BImt  line  near  Har  Sq. 
$250mo/incl  heat.  Ginn  491-6095.  (28) 

HOUSEMATE  WANTED 
3  f  women  seek  4th  L,  bi,  or  het  woman 
for  lovely  JP  home.  We  are  musical, 
sharing,  indep,  sense  of  humor,  28-35. 
Avail.  Feb.  1  $275  + util.  524-0424  or 
522-4219. _ (26) 

Professional  L32,  and  dog  seek  respon¬ 
sible  and  neat  L  30+  to  share  quiet  2 
bedroom  apt.  in  Roslindale.  $240/mo. 
+  utils.  Call  327-0409. _ (27) 

Malden —  I,  23,  needs  responsible  f 
(l/str)  to  share  rent  in  large  2  bdrm. 
3rd  floor  apt.  Lvrm  view  of  Boston.  5 
min.  walk  to  Orange  T  and  buses.  I’m 
easy-going,  considerate.  $275/mo/per- 
son,  incl.  heat.  275-0300  x336  days. 
321-6726  eves.  Alyson, _ (28) 

Dorchester:  GM  couple  seeks  political¬ 
ly  aware  non-smoking  f  or  m  to  share 
beaut  roomy  3  br  apt.  Liv/din  rooms, 
front/back  porch  on  Red  Line.  We’re 
semi-vegitarian.  Available  Feb.  1.  $108 
+  utils,  (a  steal)— Paul-David  at 
661-8415. _ (28) 

RENT  CONTROL  APT.  -  CAMB. 
Friendly/indep.  If  wanted  to  share  2 
bedrm  apt.  in  excel,  location.  No  cigs. 
please.  One  bedroom  avail,  (unfurn)  in 
furnished  apt.  $308  inc.  ht/hot  ‘water. 
Avail.  2/1.  Leave  message  on  mach.  at 
876-3319  or  call  M-Th  after  4  pm  at 
484-7028.  Ask  for  Eleanor. _ (28) 

L,  28,  seeks  roommate  to  share  large 
sunny  2  bdrm  apt.  in  Revere.  Walking 
distance  to  T,  beach.  $200  +  .  Call  Don- 
na  at  286-0599  eves.  _ (27) 

LF,  friendly  and  considerate,  seeks 
same  to  share  apt.  in  Central  Square, 
Cambridge.  $225  +  .  Call  Jesse  at 
497-1456.  Please  keep  trying.  (28) 


iwHinuwwuiinniimHwmmnmuii 

to  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  Ol 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGI 
[Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ol  at 
anarchist). 

i  mini— trtltlf 
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I'm  a  'Purple  Pervert’  Dyke  into  S/M, 
B/D,  porno  and  “women"  only.  I  need 
some  “freaky”  ladies  to  write  me; 
ladies  who  love  spanking,  “leather  & 
lace.”  I’m  a  32  yr  old  Butch  Dyke, 
been  in  prison  7Vr  yrs.  I’m  open  for 
anything  to  please  a  foxy  lady.  (I  can’t 
correspond  with  prisoners.)  Robyn 
Shawnee  JACKSON,  Box  A,  600728A, 
|G  unit  -  5,  Oakdale  IA  52319. 


I  I’m  23,  half  Puerto  Rican  and  half  Italian, 
I  and  seeking  friends  (for  starters).  My  hob- 
I  bies  are  photography,  swimming,  hand 
I  ball,  drawing  and  collecting  stickers  of 
I  unicorns  and  kittens,  if  interested  in  cor 
I  responding,  please  enclose  stamp.  Marie 
[GONZALEZ,  160416-176,  Box  8540 
(  Pembroke  Pines,  FL  33024 


PDVEITTk 


•JUST  US’  is  an  inmate  assistance  pro¬ 
gram  interested  in  the  legal  rights  of 
prisoners  and  the  status  of  prison  reform 
all  over  the  country.  We  provide  research, 
reference,  copywork  and  guidance  to 
prisoners  for  post-conviction  remedies, 
prisoners’  rights  or  personal  matters  in¬ 
volving  families  or  state  agencies.  Write: 
Just  Us  —  C.  Greene,  1001  Wilbur  Cl 
No.8,  Gretna  LA  70056. 


We  have  heard  about  an  agency  that 
provides  information  about  jobs  and 
other  resources  to  people  coming  out  of 
prison.  Drop  them  a  line  and  let  us’ 
know  how  they  work  out  for  you. 
(Thanks):  Contact  Center  Inc.,  Human 
Services  Dept.  PO  Box  81826,  Lincoln 
NE  68501.  (402)464-0602. 


Hi!  I  am  the  best  cocksucker  in  North 
America.  I’m  also  a  horseman  and  need 
a  job  and  a  place  to  stay.  I  can  give 
references  from  the  stables  I’ve  worked 
for.  My  spirit  is  in  tune  with  animals. 
Please  write  and  tell  me  if  you  can  use  a 
good  horseman.  Robert  Jude  RY  AN 
(my  friends  call  me  Jude),  CN861-IEE, 
Trenton  NY  08625. 


THtaCHGTr 
RICHER,  AND 
THE  POORGCT 
POORER... 


~S€E 
ST  ILL  WORKS 
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ROOMMATE  WANTED 

LF  seeks  If  nonsmoker  to  share  large 
two  bedroom  apt.  conv.  to  T  in  Davis 
Square.  I  have  one  medium  sized 
lovable  dog.  Call  Kathryn  after  8pm  wk 
days  at  629-2567. _ (27) 

ar 

2  LF  and  kitty  seek  responsible  3rd  for 

newly  painted  bedroom  in  cozy  Porter 
Square  apt.  with  fireplace  and  hard¬ 
wood  fioors.  No  active  substance 
abuser  please.  Rent  $217+  utilities. 
Call  625-7734. _ (29) 

HOUSEMATES _ 

LF,  33,  looking  for  1  more  for  7  room 
house  in  Dorchester.  Yard,  washing 
machine.  Must  be  neat.  L  owned, 
$220  +  .  Call  Katie  265-7860.  Evenings 
best. _ (28) 

SUBLETS _ 

PORTER  SQUARE  SUBLET 

3  If’s  seek  4th  If  to  sublet  for 

Feb.  and  March.  Spacious  house,  near 
the  Porter  Sq.  T.  We  have  2  cats,  and 
are  mostly  veggie.  Call  491-4005.  (28) 

HOUSES  TO  RENT 

Quincy/Wollaston:  2  bdrm,  fireplace, 
living  rm/dining  rm;  carpets;  near 
beach;  appliances  and  washer  and 
dryer.  Bus/T.  Available  now.  $849. 
849-1277. _ (27) 


APARTMENTS 


Jones  Hill  Dorchester  studio  apt. 
Sundeck,  view  of  bay,  lesbian  bldg,  off 
street  prkg,  $425  includes  heat  and  all 
utils.  Avail,  now,  436-2583. _ (28) 


RESORTS 


LWn  r 

Two  of  our  upcoming  series  of  “infor¬ 
mation  packets"  are  now  ready.  One 
is  on  AIDS  (political  and  medical 
info);  the  other  is  on  TV/TS  issues. 
Write  Mike  at  GCN  if  you  want  one. 
Let  us  hear  about  other  subjects 
|  packets  are  needed  on.  Thanks. 


m  t 


Left  Bank  Books  sends  FREE 
(donated)  books  to  prisoners  and  also 
gives  35-40  percent  discounts  on 
specific  titles.  Write:  BOOKS  FOR 
PRISONERS,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St., 
Seattle  WA  98101. 


SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 

“Tropically  perfect— Perfectly  tropical” 
(The  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free 
brochure— Spindrift,  1212  Simonton, 
Key  West,  FL  33040.  (305)  296-3432. 
Helen,  Hostess. _ (43) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  and  David 
will  slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to 
come.  All  because  you're  too  scared  to 
protect  them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stramps 
64  page  newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp. 
“REALITY  INC.,”  PO  Box  73,  Paramus 
NJ  07653.  _ (?) 


D.O.B. 

Support  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass.  Ave,  Cambridge,  Old  Bap  Chr 
Raps  every  Tues,  Thur  8pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  +  ;parents;  yngr  women; 
baby  bmrs;  singles;  coming  out;  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  participate. _ (?) 


LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


CAII  Tony,  497-8282 


(13/32) 


BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

'Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone- 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information  call  718-625-2653.  The 
RADCLYFFE  HALL  or  718-522-2828 
_ (s17) 

GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _  (yr) 

CKECK‘ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK'ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg, 
apts.  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P’town,  MA  02657  (yr) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  x-country  trails, 
ice  skate  or  snowshoe,  soak  in  our  hot 
tub,  enjoy  a  sleigh  ride  or  downhill  ski. 
We’ve  got  it  all— including  a  cozy 
fireplace  and  hundreds  of  books  for 
those  who  prefer  chairs  to  skiis.  Great 
mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands 
Inn,  Box  118  G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  +Judi  inn¬ 
keepers.  (34) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR! 
Prisoners  have  as  much  right  as 
anyone  to  write  letters  to  the  editors 
of  their  local  newspapers.  Take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  right  to  write  local 
papers  (if  you  have  the  postage) 
regularly  even  tho  they  don’t  always 
publish  them.  Don’t  be  bashful.  You 
CAN  express  yourselves. Write  about 
prison  conditions,  AIDS,  health  care, 
job  training,  housing,  need  for  com¬ 
ing  out  (of  prison)  support,  etc  etc 
etc!  GO  FOR  IT!  (Outside  folks  aren’t 
going  to  change  their  minds  if  you 
don’t  ‘educate’  them... ) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  St.  No.  8418,  S.F.,  CA  94102  or 
PO  Box  174,  New  York,  NY  10018. 
_ (v.  14.23) 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues  .  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact  Equi¬ 
ty  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole 
Lanigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester 
Ed.D.  (?) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT  Siute  140, 
580  Castro  St.,  SF,  CA  941 14.  (v14.15)) 


GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238 _ (?) 


SOCIAL  GROUP 

Informal,  supportive  social  group 
meets  in  my  Waltham  home  the  first 
Saturday  of  each  month  at  7:30  pm.  Call 
Jim(617)  647-1193. _ (27) 

Ilf  you  have  an  old  Royal  manual 
I  typewriter  (FP  series)  with  an  10%  or 
111  inch  platten  (rubber  roller) 
assembly,  that’s  not  being  used,  I 
need  it  very  bad  for  legal  work  in  here. 
Please  drop  me  a  line  about  how  to 
send  it  and  I’ll  let  you  know  (and 
shower  you  with  thanks!!)  LaVille 
I  HANNON,  14594,  Box  2,  Lansing  KS 
66043. 


GCN  SPECIALS 

HELP!!!  BOOKS!!! 

Please  consider  sending  or  dropping  by 
GCN(  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111;  on  trhe  Common)  your  already 
read  gay  books  (fiction  or  nonfiction). 
Prisoners  really  do  get  alot  out  of  them 
and  we’ll  be  glad  to  send  them  in. 
Thanks.  (We  don’t  refuse  donations  for 
postage;  but  we’ll  be  glad  to  get  just 
books!). _ (c) 


WRITERS 

Help  GCN  cover  the  culture  beat  all 
over  the  nation.  Plays,  movies,  con¬ 
certs,  perfomances,  we  want  the  latest 
word  on  the  newest  creations  from 
coast  to  coast.  If  you’ld  like  to  join 
GCN’s  team  of  volunteer  reviewers, 
send  a  letter  and  writing  sample  to: 
GCN  Features,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
Floor,  Boston  MA02111. _ (c)_ 


Cassette  recorder  anyone?  GCN 
depends  on  cassette  recorders  for  its 
national  news  (which  we  often  record 
over  the  phone.)  If  you  have  a  working 
one  you’re  not  planning  on  using,  call 
Mike  at  426-4469.  (If  you  have  one  with 
a  transcription  foot  pedal,  we  promise 
to  squeal  and  giggle  and  sigh  and 
whatever  else  you  like.)  Thanks.  (c) 

TYPISTS’  FINGERS  ARE  THE  BEST 

Put  your  skills  to  work  and  cruise  the 
GCN  offices  at  the  same  time.  For  an 
hour  or  an  afternoon.  Work  at  home  or 
elsewhere  if  you  prefer.  Drop-in  basis, 
regular  schedule  or  on  call  emergency 
status. (All  volunteer,  sorry  to  say.)  Call 
Loie  or  Gordon  at  426-4469. _  (c) 

TRANSCRIBERS  DO  IT 
WITH  THEIR  EARS 

We  need  you  too.(See  details  in  notice 
to  typists  above.)  (c) 


Gay 
Community 
News 

is  available  on  microfilm 

$30 

per  volume 

Mail  check  or  money 
oraer  to: 

GCN 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  fl. 
Boston.  MA  02111 


I’m  new  at  being  "out”  and  would  like 
to  hear  from  some  of  you  who  have 
more  experience  (with  being  “out  of 
the  closet”).  Leroy  CORNELL,  170362, 
Box  779,  Marquette  Ml  49855. 

My  friends  call  me  “Tonto”;  I’m  an  In- 1 
dian  and  would  like  to  write  to  some¬ 
one  out  of  prison  for  friendship  and  a 
helping  hand  at  getting  out  of  this] 
shell  I’m  in.  Joseph  Paul, 
ROBITAILLE,  175180,  Lock  Box  500,] 
Ionia  Ml  48846. _ 

I  have  survived  deep  distress  and  re- 1 
jection  by  enduring  the  moment.  I’ve] 
made  progress.  Still  I’m  alone.  I’d  like  ) 
to  write  people  in  all  walks  of  life. 
Kelvin  SMITH,  EL-152179,  Box  900,  | 
Jefferson  City  MO  65102. _ 

Bi  male  into  tennis,  billiards,  MTV,  I 
good  pot,  and  making  hot  sensuous 
love.  George  PIERCE,  44415,  2605 1 
State  St,  Salem  OR  97310. 

Romantic,  sensitive  person  with  a  I 
good  disposition,  interested  in 
movies,  reading,  sports,  music  and  a 
relationship  with  a  sincere  person. 
Age  isn’t  a  factor.  Michael  DEER,  | 
19573,  Box  30,  Pendleton  IN  46064 


I  am  doing  time  for  an  attempted  rob-l 
bery  that  I  am  innocent  pf,  and  the! 
time  is  especially  hard  because  myl 
body  is  more  female  than  male  in  hor-[ 
mones  and  I  look  more  like  my  mother 
than  my  father.  I  used  to  cry  about  it 
but  I  am  learning  to  deal  with  it.  If  you 
know  someone  who  would  like  to  a 
person  in  prison,  especially  including 
lesbians  since  my  best  friend  ever 
was  a  lesbian,  I  would  appreciate  it. 
Harry  Lee  CLEVELAND,  Box  46918 
SPU,  Florence  AZ  85232. _ 

I  got  the  Fag  Rag.  Please  put  me  c 
your  list.  As  long  as  a  face  cover  is  c 
it,  I  won’t  have  any  trouble  getting 
Please  run  my  ad  again  if  you  can  tc 
and  add  to  it  that  I  didn’t  answi 
some  people’s  letters  because  i 
poor  personal  finances  (stamps)  of 
Bradley  STUBBERT,  40313,  26C 
State  St,  Salem  OR  97310 


It  would  be  nice  to  hear  from  gays, 
especially  those  who  are  penpals 
with  gays  in  other  joints  (since  I  can’t 
write  them  directly  myself  but  am 
most  interested  in  what’s  happening 
with  other  gays  inside.)  Thanks  for 
the  GCN  paper.  It  was  great!  Robert 
ROLSTON,  18259-004,  Box  33,  Terre 
Haute  IN  47808 
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January  18 
to 

January  29 

18  Saturday 

Boston  —  Holistic  Health  Conference  for  In¬ 
dividuals  Concerned  with  AIDS.  YWCA,  140 
Clarendon  St.  9:30AM-4:30PM.  $10  dona¬ 
tion  includes  lunch.  Info:  437-6200  (days). 

Cambridge  —  Amelia  &  Jennifer  perform. 
Club  Passim,  Harvard  Sq.  2:45PM.  (Also 
broadcast  live  on  WERS  88.9  FM.)  Info: 
492-7679. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Singles.  Daughters 
of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  All  women 
welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  “The  Klan,  the  Order,  the 
Aryan  Nations:  New  Strategies  of  the  Grow¬ 
ing  Fascist  Movement  in  the  U.S.”  7  Tem¬ 
ple  St.  7:30PM.  $3.  Sponsored  by  the  John 
Brown  Anti-Klan  Committee.  Info: 
825-6700. 

Boston  —  BAGLY  Tropics  Party  for  gay  and 
lesbian  youth,  ages  22  &  under.  St.  John 
the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St. 
8PM.  Info:  497-8282. 


19  Sunday 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  9th  Anniversary  Par¬ 
ty/Buffet  Lunch.  1270  Boylston  St. 
2-5:30PM.  RSVP:  782-8894. 

Cambridge  —  Wild  Women  Seek  Bald 
Eagles:  day  trip  to  Quabbin  Reservoir  in 
Western  Mass.  Meet  at  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8:30AM. 
Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  “The  Continuing  Struggle  for 
Abortion  Rights,”  a  lecture  by  Dr.  Marlene 
Gerber  Fried.  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  Morse  Aud.,  602  Commonwealth 
Ave.  11AM. 

Boston  —  Metropolitan  Community  Church 

of  Boston  services,  a  church  of  the  Lesbian 
&  Gay  Community.  7PM.  131  Cambridge 
St.  Info:  523-7664. 

20  monday 

Boston  —  Black  &  White  Men  Together’s 
First  Annual  Martin  Luther  King  Brunch. 
1PM.  Info:  George,  266-4378. 

Cambridge  —  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s 

Network.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30-9:45PM.  Open  to  women.  Info: 
354-8807. 


21  tuesday 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  GALA  Board 
Games  with  Scot  &  Bill.  8PM.  Info: 
282-9348. 

Boston  —  Legacy,  a  social  for  gay/lesbian 
elders  and  others.  Clarendon  St.  YWCA, 
8th  floor  conference  room.  Info:  725-3485. 


22  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  weekly  open 
discussion  group  on  pornography.  All 
women  welcome.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.,  Central  Sq.8-10PM.  Info 
354-8807. 

Boston  —  Coalition  for  Choice  com¬ 
memorates  13th  anniversary  of  Roe  v. 
Wade  abortion  legalization.  Church  of  the 
Covenant,  67  Newbury  St.  7PM.  Free.  In¬ 
fo:  492-0518. 

Boston  —  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Net¬ 
work  Meeting  —  topic:  ‘What’s  It  Like  to 
be  a  Bisexual  Woman  over  35?’ 
Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St. 
7:30PM. 

Boston  —  Legacy  fundraising  meeting.  Ci¬ 
ty  Hall,  rm.  709.  Info:  725-3485. 


Legacy  social,  jan.  21 

23  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’ s  production  night:  all 

welcome  to  proofread  &  paste-up  pages. 
5-7PM  for  proofreading,  8PM-midnight  for 
paste-up.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-1 0PM. 
Info:  354-8807. 

24  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’ s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Somerville  —  “Making  It  Last,”  video 
documentary  about  sexuality  in  long-term 
lesbian  relationships.  90  Union  Sq.  7  & 
9PM.  $4.  (Also  showing  on  Sat.)  Women 
only.  ASL  interpreted  for  Saturday  shows 
only.  Info:  628-9172. 

Boston  —  AIDS  III,  a  video  documentary 
with  Jim  Carlton,  produced  by  Hal 
Koltin.  BNN-TV,  Cable  Channel  A3. 
7:30PM. 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  GALA  Bridge 
with  Scot  &  Bill.  8PM.  Info:  282-9348. 

Boston  —  Rosie’s  Snowball,  a  women’s 
dance  to  benefit  Rosie’s  Place.  Clarendon 
St.  YWCA.  8:30PM.  $5. 

Cambridge  —  Haifa  Life,  a  movie  about  the 
French  Left.  Angry  Arts,  YWCA,  7  Temple 
St.  7PM.  $2.75. 

25  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Free  job  counseling  day  for 

women.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
10AM-1PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  Greater  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Association.  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  33 
Bowdoin  St.,  Beacon  Hill.  8PM.  Speaker: 
Kevin  Cathcart  on  Mass,  foster  care  policy. 
All  are  welcome.  Bring  food  or  drink. 

Boston  —  Homosexuality  &  Homophobia:  A 
Dialogue  for  the  Community,  Gay  & 
Straight.  Harriet  Tubman  House,  566  Col¬ 
umbus  Ave.  2-5PM.  $10.  Sponsored  by 
Boston  Institute  for  Social  Therapy  & 
Research  and  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus, 
New  Alliance  Party.  Info:  524-7710. 

Boston  —  “Women’s  Role  in  South  African 
Liberation.”  WMFO  91.5  FM.  11AM. 

26  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Center’s  14th 
Birthday  Celebration  Open  House.  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  Noon-4PM.  Women  &  children 
welcome.  Info:  354-8807. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 

of  J.P.  potluck  dinner.  First  Church  Hall, 
Centre  &  Eliot  Sts.  4-7PM.  Guest  speaker, 
Peg  Lorenz.  Info:  522-6090  or  522-3894. 

Boston  —  Portraits  by  Sherry  Edwards.  16 

Thayer  St.,  Alterimage  Gallery,  South  End. 
2-6PM. 

Brighton  —  Brookline/Brighton/Allston 
Neighborhood  Gays  &  Lesbians  potluck 
brunch.  Noon.  Dairy-Vegetarian  Dishes. 
Info:  782-0885. 


Boston  —  Sweet  Sixteen  &  Not  to  Be 
Missed,  Daughters  of  Bilitis’  16th  Birthday 

Party.  Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St. 
6PM.  (Snowdate,  Feb.  2)  Info:  661-3633. 

Brookline  —  Brookline/Brighton/Allston 
Lesbians  potluck  dinner.  6PM.  Info: 
566-1873. 

Boston  —  Boston  Intercollegiate  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Alliance.  B.U.  GSU,  775  Comm. 
Ave.  2PM.  Info:  437-7399. 

Holliston  —  Tri-County  Association 

meeting  at  Cliff  &  Dave’s.  7PM.  Info: 
429-6593. 

Cambridge  —  Amelia  and  Jennifer  to  per¬ 
form.  Charlie’s  Tap,  280  Green  St. ,  Central 
Sq.  8:30PM.  Info:  492-9723. 

Cambridge  —  Judith  Black,  storyteller, 
and  Betsy  Rose,  singer.  First  Church  Con¬ 
gregational,  11  Garden  St.  7:30PM.  $5, 
$3. 50/students  &  seniors.  Wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible.  Info:  391-3744. 


Kevin  Cathcart  speaks  to  the  Greater 
Boston  Gay  Men’s  Association,  Jan.  25 


Boston  —  Benefit  for  “Two  in  Twenty,”  a 

lesbian  video  soap  opera.  Somewhere  Else, 
295  Franklin  St.  4-7PM.  $6  more  or  less. 
Info:  625-7882. 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  Neighborhood 

GALA  monthly  potluck  dinner.  6PM.  Info: 
Kate,  876-4141  or  David,  497-6197. 

Cambridge  —  Open  sing  for  women’s 
voices  with  Libana,  women’s  ensemble. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  $5.  Info:  395-1920. 

Concord,  NH  —  N.H.  Citizens  Alliance  for 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Rights  open  meeting. 
Franklin  Pierce  Law  Center,  Washington  & 
White  Sts.  2PM.  Info:  (603)  228-9009. 

27  monday 

Boston  —  Boston  Univ.  Gays  &  Lesbians. 
Speaker:  Vin  McCarthy,  congressional 
candidate.  Conference  Aud.,  GSU,  775 
Comm.  Ave.  8PM. 

28  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Younger  Lesbians  22  and 

Under  Meet.  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  8PM.  $1.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Info:-  661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  Legacy  social  for  gay/les¬ 
bian  elders.  Cambridge  Committee  of 
Elders,  15  Pearl  St.,  Central  Sq.  Info: 
725-3485. 

29  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Teachers  meeting. 
Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  7-9PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  First  meeting  of  the  year  of 
Harvard  Gays  &  Lesbian  Association. 
Phillips  Brooks  House.  8PM.  Info: 
495-5476. 

Boston  —  Karen  Beth  performing  at  the 
Essentially  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  67 
Newbury  St.,  Church  of  the  Covenant. 
8PM.  $3.  Info:  262-1831. 


note  this! 


Bump,  Set,  Spike 

Well  first  you  spike  me  hard 

And  then  you  bump  me  down 

And  then  you  set  me  to  the  floor 

And  crawl  onto  the  ground... 

—  From  a  popular  gay 
volleyball  folksong 

Every  week,  more  than  150  gay  men 
and  lesbians  slip  on  their  knee-pads, 
fasten  their  sneakers,  and  assemble  for 
one  of  the  fastest-growing  sports  in  the 
gay  community:  volleyball. 

Once  the  exclusive  province  of 
beaches  and  high  schools,  volleyball 
has  achieved  an  unprecedented  na¬ 
tional  popularity.  The  National  Gay 
Volleyball  Association  currently  boasts 
of  more  than  1500  members,  and  this 
year’s  Gay  Games  in  San  Francisco  are 
expected  to  draw  over  50  volleyball 
teams.  Local  interest  in  the  game  is 
running  high  these  days,  with  four  dif¬ 
ferent  groups  sponsoring  play,  and  the 
Pleiades’-sponsored  Second  Annual 
Gay  Community  Tournament  upcoming 
on  February  1. 

Recreational  Volleyball  is  the  oldest 
of  the  four  organizations.  Formed  in 
1975  as  an  offshoot  of  the  Chiltern 
Mountain  Club,  Rec  Volleyball  has 
recently  outgrown  its  two-net  gym  in 
Cambridge.  Rec  Volleyball  offers 
round-robin  play  to  novice  and  inter¬ 
mediate  players.  Warm-up  and  group  in¬ 
struction  are  provided,  and  rules  are 
rather  loosely  enforced.  The  recrea¬ 
tional  organization  intends  to  create  a 
comfortable,  non-threatening  environ¬ 
ment  for  the  gay  community  to  come 
together,  learn  the  sport,  and  make 
friends.  Its  membership  is,  at  present, 
exclusively  male.  Contact  Ron  at 
576-6707  for  more  information. 

Boston  Pleiades,  named  for  the  con¬ 
stellation  of  the  Seven  Sisters  (six 
members  per  team,  plus  one  alternate), 
is  the  city’s  competitive  volleyball 
team.  Growing  out  of  the  original 
Chiltern  group,  Pleiades  has  competed 
in  the  1982  Gay  Olympics,  played  in 
local  tournaments,  and  traveled  to 
North  American  Gay  Volleyball 
Association  meets.  It  has  over  twenty 
active  members  and  place  twice  weekly 
in  Cambridge  and  Boston.  In  addition 
to  its  commitment  to  train  a  nationally 
competitive  team,  Pleiades  has  been 
instrumental  in  promoting  the  sport 
locally.  Players  interested  in  trying  out 
for  Pleiades  or  learning  more  about  the 
February  Community  Tournament  can 
call  Joel  at  267-9376  or  Jeff  at  268-9557. 

The  Gay  Volleyball  League  is  winding 
up  its  first  round  of  competitive  play 
this  month.  The  number  of  applicants 
to  participate  in  the  League  exceeded 
expectations  of  the  organizers,  and 
some  teams  had  to  be  turned  away. 
This  current  round  included  teams 
representing  the  Metropolitan  Health 
Club,  Randolph  Country  Club, 
Paradise,  Boston  Ramrod,  and  Sunday 
Night  Recreational  Volleyball.  The 
league  exposes  mid-level  players  to  for¬ 
mal  competition,  USVBA  rules, 
referees,  and  playing  regularly  with  one 
team.  For  more  information,  call  Nick 
at  492-2742. 

The  New  England  Women’s  Sports 
Connection  is  a  6-month-old  organiza¬ 
tion  that  sponsors  a  variety  of  amateur 
athletic  events  for  women.  Their  mis¬ 
sion  os  to  foster  athletics  and 
organized  sports  for  women  and  to 
create  an  atmosphere  of  non- 
adversarial  competition.  The  Women’s 
Sports  Connection  is  offering  volley¬ 
ball  warm-up,  skill  development,  and 
team  play  weekly.  Women  who  are  in¬ 
terested  in  learning  more  can  contact 
Sue  or  Hershey  at  576-6788. 

—  Scott  D.  Gortikov 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 
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